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Guillian-Barré made Mills’ 
immune system attack 
the nerves in his legs, but 
today he is walking tall.
HEALTH, 7B

Suspect calls Danville. 
Ind., police and confesses 
to the 2014 murder of 
Kaylyn Whitaker. 
NEWS, 3A

The debate on LGBTQ 
clergy and marriage in the 
United Methodist Church 
has been decided in favor 
of the Traditional Plan. 
GRACE, 5B

The Paris Hospital staff 
witnessed economic 
upheaval, changing 
technology and  a raid by 
the Dillinger gang.
HISTORY, 3B

The Instant Pot combines 
crock pot, pressure 
cooker and even stovetop 
— and the results are all 
delicious.
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

The Tri-County Titans took 
fourth place in the IHSA 
Class 1A state tourney last 
weekend, ending a run 
that brought them close 
to playing for the title.  
SPORTS, 10A

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.
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BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com    

Mayor Craig Smith re-
ported during the Monday, 
Feb. 25, city council session 
that both the former Paris 
High School building on 
South Main Street and Eve-
land Gym are under consid-
eration for the National Reg-
istry of Historic Places. 

This week the city was no-
tified that applications to add 
both to the National Register 
had been recommended at 
the annual meeting of the Il-
linois Historic Sites Council. 
This action was forwarded to 
the National Parks Service 
and final approval is expect-
ed later this year, Smith said.

The application for the 

former high school building 
was submitted by the Illinois 
Laborers Home Develop-
ment Corp., which plans to 
renovate the structure into 
senior apartments starting 
later this spring. As a build-
ing listed on the National 
Register, no significant ex-
terior changes can be made. 
The designation is expected 
to provide some additional 
funds for the renovation. Mi-
nor changes such as addition 
of accessible handicap en-
trances are allowed.

Eveland Gymnasium was 
finished at the start of World 
War II as a Depression-era 
public works project. It is an 
example of a modified art 
deco exterior, and was de-

signed primarily as a basket-
ball arena, but with addition-
al accommodations for vocal 
and band music instruction, 
and, at the time, a modern 
home economics depart-
ment.

The gymnasium is now 
owned by the city and used 
for recreation, such as the 
junior league season now 
winding up. It also is avail-
able for civic events. Major 
high school basketball tour-
naments can also use Eve-
land Gym as well as the high 
school multi-purpose gym.

With a bare quorum of 
Mayor Smith and commis-
sioners Harry Hughes and 
Jerry Branson present, the 

Designating local history
Old Paris High School, Eveland Gym would benefit from registration as historic places

File Photo/The Prairie Press

As part of the renovation effort to convert the former Paris 
High School building on Main Street into senior apartments, 
the Illinois Laborers Home Development Corporation has 
applied to have the building listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. A national register application for the ad-
joining Eveland Gym is also under review by the National Park 
Service, the keeper of the national register.See PARIS, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Most people are likely unaware of 
the century local residents the late 
Carl Killion and his son, Eugene, de-
voted to the care of honeybees and 
honey production; but in the world 
of beekeeping, the two men are rock 
stars.

Gene Killion, now in his 90s and 
retired from beekeeping, was in-
vited to attend the 2016 American 
Beekeeping Federation’s national 
convention at the Sawgrass Marri-
ott Golf Resort & Spa at Ponte Ve-
dra Beach, Fla. His topic was “100 
Years of Comb Honey Production” 
because his father started his hives 
in 1916 and comb honey was a long 
time specialty for Killion Honey.

The resort’s golfing and other 
amenities proved so enjoyable Gene 
Killion and his son, Mark, have re-
turned every year for a mid-winter 
golfing break. A surprise awaited 
them on their 2018 trip when af-

ter checking in they were informed 
the chefs wanted to meet them for 
breakfast.

“Matt (Sanchez) kind of shocked 
us because he had several of Dad’s 

books, and he had my grandfather’s 
books,” said Mark Killion. “You 
could tell Matt had researched a lot 
of beekeeping information.”

VACATION COLLABORATION

Mark Killion for The Prairie Press
Gene Killion is sharing his expertise in beekeeping and honey production 
with the staff at the Sawgrass Marriott Resort where kitchen staff is incor-
porating honey from hives on the grounds into the food. The sign on the tray 
reads: “Please enjoy these goat cheese cakes made with our Bee Hill Honey! 
Thanks for visiting” and signed by the Sawgrass pastry team.

Gene Killion honored
Marriott Resorts 
celebrates Killion’s 
contribution to their 
apiary/garden program

Mark Killion for The Prairie Press

Paris resident and world-renowned honeybee expert Gene Killion is helping novice beekeeper Matt Sanchez, right, 
with an apiary Sanchez established at the Sawgrass Marriott resort in Florida. The apiary has evolved into a micro 
farm providing the resort kitchen with fresh vegetables and eggs in addition to locally sourced honey. Sanchez is a  
Marriott chef.

See KILLION, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Ambulance service is on the 
minds of many local people. 

The Edgar County Board is try-
ing to finalize bid specifications for 
the special service area of Hunter, 
Stratton, Elbridge, Symmes, Grand-
view, Buck and Paris townships, 
and the Northern Edgar County 
Ambulance Service is looking for a 
way to survive.

Talk about the Edgar County 
Special Service Area Ambulance 
(ECSSAA) dominated discussion 
during the Monday, Feb. 25, Edgar 
County Board study session. Eric 
and Nicole Shaughnessy currently 
have the contract to provide ser-
vice for the ECSSAA. That contract 
expires in May and county board 
members want to bid it to see how 
much interest exists for providing 
the service at perhaps a lower cost 
to taxpayers.

Residents of the special service 
area are taxed to help support, but 
not fully fund, the ambulance.

Board member Derrick Loren-
zen reported the ambulance com-
mittee is attempting to craft the 
bid specifications to make sure the 
level of service does not deteriorate. 
ECSSA under the Shaughnessy’s 
management has paramedic status 
with five ambulances, plus a para-
medic assist vehicle, in service. A 
minimum of two ambulance crews 
are on duty during the day with one 
crew remaining on duty in the eve-
ning. The second crew is on call and 
required to come to the ambulance 
bay when the on duty ambulance is 
dispatched.

“We are basically working on 
what is in place while trying to cast 
as broad as net as possible for bid-
ders,” said Lorenzen.

As a result, the committee rec-
ommended bidders be required to 
provide a minimum of four ambu-
lances and staffing levels similar to 
what is in place.

Samantha McCarty, who is in 
charge of the Horizon Health am-
bulance service at Paris Hospital, 
voiced a personal opinion the re-
quirement to have four ambulances 
is an additional expense to taxpay-
ers.

County board 
zeroing in on 
ambulance 
contract

See ECSSAA, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Members 
of the Northern Edgar County 
Ambulance Service (NECAS) 
board have an unenviable po-
sition as they grapple with 
how to keep the service viable.

NECAS provides emer-
gency ambulance response 
to residents of Young Amer-
ica, Ross, Prairie, Brouilletts 
Creek, Edgar and Shiloh 
townships, plus the villages 
of Hume and Metcalf and the 
City of Chrisman. It was orig-

inally formed as an all-volun-
teer service with each of the 
government entities signing 
an intergovernmental agree-
ment to fund the operation by 
making percentage payments 
based upon the population in 
each jurisdiction. 

Times have changed since 
the late 20th century. Volun-
teers are no longer available 
for a variety of reasons and the 
intergovernmental agreement 
only produces $22,000. Ad-
ditional funding comes from 
billing those who use the am-

bulance.
Coordinator Jeremy Neal 

expressed frustration during 
the Tuesday, Feb. 26, board 
meeting. He said two of the 
people hired to work on a 
part-time basis quit after find-
ing full-time jobs with another 
ambulance service. 

“I understand that,” said 
Neal. “We pay volunteer rates. 
People can’t do it for $3 an 
hour.”

Neal said a couple of the 
EMTs are paid what he called 
a shift rate that figures up to a 

little more than the state’s cur-
rent minimum wage rate of 
$8.25 an hour. The burden of 
keeping the ambulance staffed 
is largely falling on those two 
individuals, who are sched-
uled to work 80 hours a week 
through the remainder of 
March.  He said this is unsus-
tainable.

“They are going to get 
burned out,” said Neal. 
“Funds are tight for them, too. 
They may not be able to keep 
giving hours.”

Samantha McCarty, who 

supervises the Horizon 
Health ambulance service for 
Paris Community Hospital, 
attended the meeting and 
said the current system of 
emergency medical response 
works against having volun-
teers. She said state licensing 
systems and the requirement 
for continuing education are 
expensive for people serving 
as EMTs and paramedics.

“It costs money and peo-
ple need to be paid,” said 
McCarty. 

Ambulance service continues to struggle

See NECAS, Page 8A



TODAY

CORRECTION: THE KANSAS 
SCHOOL BOARD STORY THAT 
APPEARED IN THE FEB. 23 
ISSUE STATED HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATION WAS SET FOR 
MAY 15. THAT WAS A TYPO-
GRAPHICAL ERROR. THE COR-
RECT DATE FOR THE KANSAS 
GRADUATION IS 7 P.M. MAY 17.

CRESTWOOD PTO BAZAAR
The Crestwood PTO Spring 
Bazaar is 9 a.m-2 p.m. March 2 
in the Crestwood School gym. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. today and the first and 
third Saturdays of every month 
for 2019

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

INTERURBAN PROGRAM
The Edgar County Genealogical 
Society is hosting a program 
about the interurban rail service 
that operated through a large 
portion of Indiana between 1893 
and 1940. An extension of the 
line was in service between Terre 
Haute, Indiana, and Paris. The 
program is 7 p.m. March 4 at 
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SMITHSONIAN EXHIBIT COMING TO MARSHALL MAR. 24
The Marshall Public Library is hosting the Smithsonian Insti-
tute’s traveling exhibit “Crossroads: Change in Rural America” 
from March 24 through May 4. The exhibit depicts the dramatic 
change that has occurred in rural America during the previous 
century. In 1900, more than 40 percent of Americans lived in ru-
ral areas. According to the U.S. Census bureau, only 19.3 percent 
of American lived in rural areas as of 2016. Rural communities 
are considered endangered, but the exhibit shows there is much 
more to the story. A special public preview of the exhibit is 2-4 
p.m. March 24 featuring a live performance by folk musician 
Chris Vallillo.  Local physician James Turner delivers a program 
about changes in medical care during the last 100 years as 
another special feature of the exhibit. Turner’s program is 6:30 
p.m. March 28.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

41   26
Prec: 0%

30   7
Prec: 70%

16   8
Prec: 0%

22   10
Prec: 0%

30   20
Prec: 0%

35   27
Prec: 30%

40   28
Prec: 30%

TODAY — Mostly cloudy skies with highs 
just shy of the average in the lower 40s.

SUNDAY — Cloudy and breezy with highs 
near 30. Snow showers arrive early morning 
and linger into the afternoon.

MONDAY — We’ll see sunshine, but another 
blast of cold air arrives with highs only in 
the teens and wind chills below zero in the 
morning.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:23 a.m. 5:44 p.m. 4:16 a.m. 2:08 p.m.

FRIDAY 6:21 a.m. 5:45 p.m. 4:57 a.m. 3:04 p.m.

SATURDAY 6:20 a.m. 5:46 p.m. 5:33 a.m. 4:00 p.m.

SUNDAY 6:18 a.m. 5:47 p.m. 6:06 a.m. 4:57 p.m.

MONDAY 6:17 a.m. 5:48 p.m. 6:36 a.m. 5:55 p.m.

TUESDAY 6:15 a.m. 5:49 p.m. 7:03 a.m. 6:53 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:14 a.m. 5:50 p.m. 7:30 a.m. 7:51 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .44°/26°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .71° in 1976
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4° in 1980

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.08”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.45”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.81”

NORMAL:    High: 44   Low: 26     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather  
Wizard 

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of them.  
It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you were 
contacted for an article and 
the information wasn’t verified, 
please contact Publisher Nancy 
Zeman at 217-921-3216 or 
nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 

TALK BACK
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the Historical Museum Annex, 
408 N. Main. Those attending 
are encouraged to bring photos 
or other items related to the 
interurban.

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 
5:30 p.m. Information about 
the Weight Watchers system is 
available at www.weightwatch-
ers.com, or by attending a 

meeting.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

ANIMAL COMMUNICATION
Animal Tales: Born to be Wild 
visits the Marshall Public Library 
6:30 p.m. March 7 with a program 
about how animals communicate. 
The event features a variety of 
exotic animals from around the 
world. The program is free but 
advance registration is required. 
Registration can be completed 
by calling the library at 217-8726-

2535 or visiting the library’s 
Facebook page.

FRIDAY

MEET THE SPRING TITANS
A Meet the Titans session for 
Kansas, Oakland and Shiloh high 
school students playing spring 
sports as the Tri-County Titans 
is 6 p.m. March 8 at Kansas High 
School. The event includes player 
introductions, family games, 
queen of clubs drawings, a sports 
showcase and a pulled pork meal 
for a free will offering.

UPCOMING

BOOK CHAT AT MARSHALL
The next book chat at the 
Marshall Public Library is 10:30 
a.m. March 20 featuring “The Big 
Smoke,” by Adrian Matejka. The 
following chat is scheduled for 
10:30 a.m. April 17 and “Home 
for Unwanted Girls,” by Joanna 
Goodman Call 217-826-2535 or 
visit www.marshallillibrary.com.

4-H TACK SWAP MEET
The Edgar County Head, Heart 
and Hooves 4-H Club is sponsor-
ing a tack swap and rummage sale 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. March 23 at the 
4-H Fairgrounds. The event fea-
tures new and gently used tack, 
other supplies, clothing and more 
for the upcoming show and trail 
season. Questions about the event 
may directed to 217-251-4032.

HISTORY OF LOCAL MEDICINE
Clark County physician James 
Turner will discuss changes in 
medical care during the last 100 
years as a featured program for 
the Smithsonian Exhibit “Cross-
roads: Change in Rural America” 
at the Marshall Public Library. 
Turner’s program is 6:30 p.m. 
March 28 at the library.

SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE
A.B.A.T.E. Heritage Trail Chapter 
is currently accepting applica-
tions for the 2019 scholarship. 
Eligibility is open to members of 
all branches of the armed forces 
or their children and grandchil-
dren. Applicants must submit an 
essay describing their academic 
achievements, community 
organizations, future educational 
goals and their connection to 
the military either personally 
or through a family member. All 
applications must be submitted 
to Abate Heritage Trail Chapter, 
P.O. Box 417, Marshall, Ill. 62441. 
The deadline to do so is April 17.

CITY-WIDE YARD SALE
The communities of Oakland and 
Hindsboro are joining forces to 
have all-day yard sales May 4. 
Sales start at 8 a.m. but do not 
have an official ending time. The 
two communities are only six 
miles apart on state Route 133. 
Maps are available at McQueen 
Lumber in Oakland or Quick Gits 
in Hindsboro.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.
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Scholarship
OPPORTUNITIES!

APPLY ONLINE NOW 
bankprospect.com

1218 N. Main Street • Paris, IL • 217.466.1610

Sunday Brunch Buffet - 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

OPEN 7 days a week! 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

$7.99 includes drink (child)
$8.99 includes drink (adult)

COME JOIN US
for some great food & service!

$700

MARCH 9, 2019

GET TICKETS NOW AT WWW.PCOFA.NET 
Also Available at Prospect Bank Lobby And At The Door, Day of Event (If Available) 

 
14040 E. 1200th Road. Paris, Illinois 61944 

 
 

Adults : $12  Seniors: $10   Children: $10 

SHOWTIME 7 PM 
But wait, free Swing Dance class from 5:30-6:30 PM 

just in time to dance in the aisles! 
Experience the fun! 

 
 

FABULOUS 40'S

BIG BANDSponsors: 
Pearman Pharmacy 

Paris Clinic Pharmacy

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

EFFINGHAM – The Il-
linois State Police confirm a 
two-vehicle accident Feb. 23 
in Clark County took the life 
of Audria Truelove, 19, Mar-
tinsville.

The accident occurred at 

8:25 a.m. Feb. 23 on state 
Route 1 at Ernst Road in Clark 
County.

According to police, True-
love was driving south in a 
2014 Chrysler passenger car. 
Also southbound was a 2014 
Volvo tractor-trailer driven by 
Rahshawn Jordan, 39, Glen 

Burnie, Md. 
Jordan was feeling ill and 

slowed his vehicle as he ap-
proached the Ernst Road inter-
section. Truelove failed to no-
tice the semi and trailer ahead 
of her had slowed and struck 
the rear of the trailer, sustaining 
life-ending injuries in the crash.  

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

EFFINGHAM – The Il-
linois State police have an-
nounced an arrest related 
to the 2014 murder of Mar-
tinsville area resident Kaylyn 
Whitaker

ISP agents renewed the 
cold case Monday, Feb. 25, 
after being notified by law 
enforcement at Danville, 
Ind., that Connor W. Scott, 
24, called the local police de-

partment and confessed to 
the killing. Agents traveled 
to Danville, Ind., where they 
obtained a recorded confes-
sion.

Scott was detained at the 
Hendricks County Jail fol-
lowing the interview. The 
defendant was extradited to 
Illinois and appeared in cus-
tody Tuesday, Feb. 26, before 
Clark County Circuit Judge 
Tracy Resch. 

The court advised Scott he 

is facing two first degree felo-
ny murder charges. Public de-
fender William McGrath was 
appointed as counsel, and at-
torney Matt Groen of the Ap-
pellate Prosecutor’s office is 
in charge of the prosecution.

Scott was remanded to 
custody of the Clark County 
Sheriff on a $1 million bond. 

The case started Oct. 31, 
2014, when the ISP was 
called to a rural residence in 
Martinsville, Clark County, in 

Arrest made in old Clark County murder
reference the death of Kaylyn 
Whitaker. During the inves-
tigation, suspicious circum-
stances led police to turn the 
case from the initial report of 
a suicide to a homicide inves-
tigation. 

Scott and Whitaker were 
romantically involved at the 
time.

Martinsville woman killed in crash

THE EAGLE HAS LANDED

Special to The Prairie Press

Chrisman resident Mike Henry got this photograph of an eagle Feb. 19 near Sugar Grove Church in 
Brouilletts Creek Township. The eagle was feeding on a deer carcass shortly before the photo was 
captured.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Community Addic-
tion Response and Education 
(CARE) coalition is partner-
ing again with Prospect Bank 
for a drug take back day.

Scheduled for Earth Day, 
April 22, representatives of 
the CARE group will set up 
behind the bank so local resi-
dents can turn in old, unused 
and no longer needed medi-
cine for safe disposal. Joining 
the effort is the Edgar County 
Sheriff’s Department with a 
drug incinerator CARE helped 
the department purchase.

The presence of the incin-
erator means the medicines 
turned in, both prescription 
and over the counter, will be 
destroyed immediately on site 
to eliminate the need for stor-
age and later transportation of 
the drugs to another site for 
disposal.

This is in conjunction with 
the shredding day Prospect 
Bank is hosting where people 

can bring sensitive personal 
records to have them securely 
shredded.

CARE met Monday, Feb. 
25, at Paris Community Hos-
pital.

Samantha McCarty, man-
ager of the critical care unit at 
the hospital, reported training 
three new police officers in the 
county in the use of Narcan.

“I supplied them with Nar-
can for their overdose response 
kit,” said McCarty.

Narcan is a nasal spray for 
use when first responders en-
counter an individual likely 
experiencing an opioid over-
dose. The spray is classified as 
an opioid antagonist capable of 
slowing the effects of an over-
dose, particularly respiratory 
depression, to buy time for get-
ting the person into emergency 
medical care.

One of CARE’s first success 
stories was obtaining funding 
to not only train all of the coun-
ty’s first responders but to also 
supply each emergency first re-

CARE announces drug take back day
sponder vehicle in the county 
with a hypo spray of Narcan. 
When the first responder uses 
the device the empty vial is re-
turned to the hospital and ex-
changed for a fresh dose. 

In another matter, Lisa Fos-
ter has made contact with an 
individual who is familiar with 
organizing Al-Anon groups 
and has agreed to help get a lo-
cal chapter started in Paris.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Embarras River Basin Agen-
cy, Inc. (ERBA) is accepting 
applications for a Skills Train-
ing Employment Program 
(STEP) to assist individuals 
with training for employment 
opportunities. 

ERBA can assist income el-
igible individuals who want to 

obtain a certificate for pharma-
cy tech. Classes start in March

This assistance is made pos-
sible through the Community 
Services Block Grant (CSBG) 
funding through the Illinois 
Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity.  
More information is available 
by contacting Edgar County 
ERBA at 217-465-4911.

Pharmacy training possible
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THE  
POST 
FRAME 
STORE

THREE WAYS TO BUY!
1.  PREPRICED  

POST FRAMES
2.  POST FRAME 

ESTIMATOR
3.  BUILDING DESIGN 

SERVICES

11% Off* and prices good Sunday, March 3 through Saturday, March 9, 2019. 11% OFF EVERYTHING*

LET  TURN YOUR DREAM INTO A REALITY!
If you are looking to build a post frame building,   

is here to help with over 50 years of experience! 

SHOP TODAY AT MENARDS.COM/POSTFRAME

36’W x 48’L x 16’H Agricultural Building  190-4310

30'W x 45'L x 14'H  
Post Frame Building
•   Materials include 9’ on center posts 

and trusses, framing,steel roofing and 
siding, doors and post frame mini-print  
190-0235

APPROXIMATE PRICE**
11% OFF*

FINAL 
PRICE**

10,110.00
1,112.10

8,99790
Approximate price per material list

36'W x 54'L x 12'H  
Post Frame Building
•  Materials include 9’ on center posts 

and trusses, framing, steel and trim, 
windows, doors and post frame  
mini-print  190-5360

APPROXIMATE PRICE**
11% OFF*

FINAL 
PRICE**

12,288.00
1,351.68

10,93632
Approximate price per material list

           Mail-in Rebate. Rebate is in form of merchandise credit check, valid in-store only. Merchandise credit check is not valid towards 
           purchases made on MENARDS.COM®. Limited to stock on hand. No sorry slips. First come, first served. Future sale price adjustments,
           exchanges and merchandise returns will void the 11% rebate on the items adjusted, exchanged and/or returned. Rebate is valid on 
special ordered products but does not extend to the special ordering of any normally stocked items. Not good with any other coupons or 
offers except Menards® coupons, Menards rebates and manufacturers’ coupons. Multiple receipts may accompany one rebate certificate. 
Menards reserves the right to limit purchases of any and all items to reasonable job lot quantities. Excludes event tickets, gift cards, 
propane purchases, delivery and handling charges, all rental items, minuteKEY®, processing fees, packaging charges and extended service 
agreements. By submitting any rebate form, you agree to resolve any disputes related to rebate redemption by binding arbitration and you 
waive any right to file or participate in a class action. Terms and conditions available at www.rebateinternational.com

**These prices are approximate. Actual price may vary slightly higher or lower due to pricing changes after publication date. Stop in and review the specifications.  
You may buy all the materials or any part at low cash and carry prices. Some items may be special order or not available. Because of code variances, we cannot guarantee 
the materials listed will meet your code requirements. These are suggested designs and material lists only. We do not guarantee the completeness or prices. Labor, concrete 
floor/foundation, steel beams, paint, cabinets, Finish flooring, electrical, HVAC, plumbing and delivery not included unless otherwise indicated. Some special order trusses 
must be jobsite delivered. Delivery is extra.

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

Shawn Walton
Sales Representative

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 • Marshall, Illinois 62441

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Cell Ph: (217) 822-8077

Ford

JUSTIN L. WOOD
Farm Real Estate Broker

455 North Main Street • Decatur, IL 62523
Cell 217-232-9664

jlwood25@gmail.com
www.soycapitalag.com

A DIVISION OF SOY CAPITAL BANK AND TRUST COMPANY

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

PORK 
CHOPS $2.59/lb

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials
Breaded Tenderloin       

$3.25

309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL  • (217) 465-5812

3 Specials, Fries & Drink         
$5.50

Homemade Soups:
Vegetable Beef, Chili

Cup.....$2.75
Bowl.....$3.99
Quart.....$9.99

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
Amaretto

LENTEN SPECIAL
Cod Fish 

               Sandwich 
$3.75 *On Friday’s*

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The following cases made 
an appearance during the Feb. 
21 criminal and traffic call in 
Edgar County Circuit Court. 

IN CUSTODY
nScott D. Labaume, 37, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class X fel-
ony of home invasion and two 
Class 4 felony criminal tres-
pass to residence. The public 
defender was assigned to the 
case and the matter was con-
tinued for a first appearance 
with counsel. Labaume was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of $20,000 bond. A 
special bond condition pro-
hibits contact with two indi-
viduals and two addresses. 
nCharles O. Howard, 27, 

Paris, appeared in custody, 
and entered a not guilty plea 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor battery 
charge and a Class A mis-
demeanor driving on a sus-
pended license charge. Both 
matters were continued for a 
pretrial conference and How-
ard was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.

Howard was also charged 
with a Class 3 felony posses-
sion of methamphetamine, 
a Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of a hypodermic sy-
ringe and another Class A 
misdemeanor driving while 
license suspended. The pub-
lic defender was assigned and 
the matter was continued for 
a preliminary hearing. How-
ard was remanded to custody 
pending posting of $15,000 
bond. 
nMichael A. Landsaw, 36, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of a drug. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and a not guilty plea with 
jury trial demand was entered. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. 

CHARGES
nGinger K. Callaway, 45, 

Cases move through circuit court
COURT Paris, was charged with a Class 

3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia. The pub-
lic defender was assigned and 
the matter was continued for a 
preliminary hearing. 
nJacob A. Coe, 42, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor resisting a 
peace officer and a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct. The public defender was 
appointed and a not guilty 
plea with a jury trial demand 
was entered. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.
nCharles R. Davis, 35, 

Chrisman, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
while license suspended. The 
public defender was assigned 
and the matter was continued 
for a first appearance with 
counsel. 
nJames R. Finger, 48, Leb-

anon, Ind., was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alco-
hol. He advised the court he 
will hire private counsel and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel. 
nRobert D. Hall, 33, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 4 
felony resisting a peace officer, 
a Class A misdemeanor resist-
ing a peace officer and a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct charges. The public 
defender was assigned to the 
case, and the matter was con-
tinued for a first appearance 
with counsel. 
nNathan T. Hayes, 33, Par-

is, was charged with a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct. The public defender was 
assigned and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. 
nCiera N. Prouse, 27, Par-

is, was presented with a peti-
tion to revoke her probation 
sentence for a Class A mis-
demeanor violating an order 
of protection conviction. The 
public defender was assigned 
to the case and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. 

In another matter, Prouse 

pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 4 
felony criminal trespass to a 
residence, a Class 4 felony vi-
olating an order of protection 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
criminal damage to property 
charges. Those matters were 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference. 

GUILTY PLEAS
nTerry L. Lavanway, 49, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery charge and 
was sentenced to two years 
of probation, 120 days in the 
Edgar County Jail with 60 
days served immediately as 
home confinement and the 
remaining time subject to 
the court’s discretion, a $300 
fine, $100 public defender 
fee, $210 domestic violence 
assessment, other state fees 
and court costs. In return for 
the plea, the state dismissed a 
Class 2 felony aggravated do-
mestic battery charge, a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic 
battery charge and a Class A 
misdemeanor violating an or-
der of protection charge. 
nDalton L. Newman, 23, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor resisting a 
peace officer charge and was 
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge, two days 
in jail with credit for two days 
served, a $300 fine, other state 
fees and court costs. 
nScott M. Powell, 36, Paris, 

admitted the petition to re-
voke his court supervision in a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
case. He was resentenced to 
one year of court supervision, 
a record of conviction and or-
ders to pay any financial obli-
gations and to complete coun-
seling as previously ordered. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nTimothy L. Johnson, 65, 

Chrisman, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor domes-
tic battery charge. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. 
nMichael A. Landsaw, 36, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia charges. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. 
nBradley J. Latch, 30, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 
4 felony criminal trespass to 
a residence, a Class A misde-
meanor criminal trespass to 
a residence, a Class A theft 
and a Class C misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct charges. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference. 
nDavid T. Manning, 46, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a suspended license charge. 
The matter was continued for 
a pretrial conference.
nCody A. Rigdon, 29, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 
3 felony aggravated battery 
charge and a Class A misde-
meanor violating an order of 
protection. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.  

OTHER MATTERS
nCourtney J. Sanders, 40, 

Marshall appeared for sen-
tencing after previously ad-
mitting a petition to revoke 
her probation sentence for a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine convic-
tion. By agreement, she was 
resentenced to two years of 
conditional discharge, 60 
days in jail subject to the 
court’s discretion and an or-
der to pay any outstanding 
financial obligations in the 
case. 

ARREST WARRANTS
Arrest warrants were issued 

after the following people 
failed to respond: Travis G. 
Board, 29, Paris; Tracy E. Lus-
ter, 48, Brocton; Nathaniel E. 
Schumacher, 21, Paris; Kath-
leen A. Scott, 28, Terre Haute, 
Ind.; William C. Swinford, 36, 
Michigan City, Ind.; Michael 
L. Trover Jr., 51, Paris.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON — East-
ern Illinois University is the 
feature of an upcoming doc-
umentary being produced by 
WEIU-TV. Titled “EIU: This 
Is Who We Are,” the program 
will feature such topics as 
EIU’s early history, the de-
velopment of the marching 
band, and women’s contribu-
tions to Eastern’s campus and 
culture throughout the years.

The documentary is set to 
premiere Friday, April 5 at a 
private event held in Buzzard 
Auditorium. The following 
week, the program will air live 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 11 
from the WEIU-TV studio.

WEIU’s mission is to use 
its human and technological 
resources in partnership with 
others to benefit EIU and 
help make Charleston and 
the surrounding area a better 
place to live, learn, work and 
play. The station comple-
ments the work of the College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences at 
Eastern Illinois University by 
providing real-world training 
on state-of-the-art equipment 
that helps EIU students be-
come some of the most em-
ployable broadcast students 
in the United States.

For more information 
about EIU, or to learn more 
about its growing assortment 
of programs and services, 
visit the university’s website 
at www.eiu.edu, or call EIU’s 
public information office at 
(217) 581-7400.

EIU to be 
featured in 
upcoming 
WEIU-TV 
documentary

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

Paris 
and Kansas
217-465-4775

Receive up-to-date obituary notices and service times 
by signing up for our email notices.

Peter Templeton Scott Barrett

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

STAY CONNECTED!

Subscribe FREE OF CHARGE at

Rib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
Full Salad & Dessert Bar
Tea - Lemonade - Coffee

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601

Saturday, March 9th    
5 - 7 p.m.

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

We have Cremation Mausoleums

Moving to 

Judy Behan,
REALTOR®

(812)841-0358

Indiana?
Give me a 
call today!

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

the month!

YOUR
CHOICE!

2 FOR $6

Special of

Must buy 2

GUNK® Engine Brite Degreaser

AUDRIA TRUELOVE
MARTINSVILLE – Audria 

“Audi” Mignon Truelove, 19, 
of Martinsville, passed away 

Saturday, Feb. 
23, 2019, as 
the result of 
an automo-
bile accident.   

A funeral 
service is 2 
p.m. today, 
March 2, at 

Martinsville High School, with 
the Rev. Adam Solorio and 
Brother Gary Pruitt officiating. 
Burial follows in Ridgelawn 
Cemetery. Visitation is from 
10 a.m. until the service time 
today at the high school.  Mark-
well Funeral Home of Casey is 
in charge of the arrangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com. 

TRUELOVE

MARCELLE NOWARITA
Marcelle Nowarita, 93, of 

Mattoon, formerly of Chicago 
and South Venice, Fla., passed 

away at 3:30 
a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 23, 2019, 
at the Odd 
Fellow – Re-
bekah Home 
in Mattoon. 

A memo-
rial service 

celebrating her life is 3 p.m. 
Friday, March 8, at Templeton 
Funeral Home. Private inter-
ment in Edgar Cemetery is at 
a later date. Visitation is from 
1:30 p.m. until the service time 
Friday at the funeral home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to a charity of the do-
nor’s choice. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

NOWARITA

LOIS NEIBARGER
MARTINSVILLE – Lois 

Ellen Cooley Neibarger, 87, 
of Martinsville, passed away 

at 12:30 a.m. 
T h u r s d a y , 
Feb. 28, 2019, 
at her home.   

A funeral 
service is 1 
p.m. Monday, 
March 4, at 
First Baptist 

Church of Martinsville, with 
the Rev. Gene Southard offi-
ciating.  Burial is in the Rid-

NEIBARGER

SABRINA MARTIN
MARSHALL – Sabrina 

Marie Martin, 17, of Mar-
shall, passed away at 2:56 a.m. 

Wednesday, 
Feb. 27, 2019, 
at Carle Foun-
dation Hospi-
tal, Urbana. 

A service 
honoring her 
life is 1:30 
p.m., today, 

March 2, at Pearce Funer-
al Home, with the Rev. Paul 
Burress officiating. Burial is in 
Edgar Cemetery at Paris. Visi-
tation is from 10 a.m. until the 
service time today at the funer-
al home.

Miss Martin was born June 
28, 2001, at Terre Haute, Ind.

Surviving are her mother, 
Tina M. Maurer Strow of Mar-
shall; her father, Vernie Martin 
of Bonfay, Fla.; siblings, Kaleb 

Thompson of Kansas, Brittany 
Thompson of Marshall, Nich-
olas Thompson of Charleston, 
Victor Cameron Thompson 
of Kansas and Noah Hargis 
of West Union; grandparents, 
Carolyn Maurer of Marshall, 
Vernie E. and Deborah Martin 
of Marshall and George Strow 
of Theodosia, Mo.; great-grand-
mother, Millie Maurer of Mar-
shall; uncles, Daniel Strow 
and David Strow; aunts, Angel 
Martin and Amiee Martin; and 
several cousins. 

She liked horses, karaoke, 
Sponge Bob, putting on make-
up, snap chat and the color 
pink. She also enjoyed spend-
ing time with her cousins and 
sister. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made directly her family in 
care of Pearce Funeral Home. 

Online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

MARTIN

RICHARD MAIL
MARSHALL – Richard L. 

“Dick” Mail, 85, of Marshall, 
passed away 7:35 p.m. Friday, 

Feb. 22, 2019, 
in the emer-
gency room 
at Union 
H o s p i t a l , 
Terre Haute, 
Ind.

A service 
honoring his 
life was 11 
a.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 27, 
at Pearce 

Funeral Home, with Pastor 
Tim Duke officiating. Military 
graveside honors accompanied 
burial in the Marshall Ceme-
tery. Visitation was from 4 to 
7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 26, at the 
funeral home. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Marshall Ceme-
tery Association or to the Clark 
County 4-H Foundation. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

MAIL

BETTY HENSON
Betty L. Henson, 90, of Par-

is, passed away at 2:48 a.m., 
Saturday, Feb. 23, 2019, in the 

Gibson Fam-
ily Center for 
Hospice Care, 
Terre Haute, 
Ind. She was 
a nurse aid at 
Paris Com-
munity Hos-
pital. 

A Mass of Christian Buri-
al was celebrated at 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 27, in St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church, with 
the Rev. Valery Burusu as cele-
brant. Burial was in Grandview 
Cemetery. Visitation was from 
4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 26, 
in Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home.  

Mrs. Henson born July 28, 
1928, at Pawnee, the daughter 
of the late Thomas and Leo-
na Minder Hill. She married 
John H. Henson at Union City, 
Tenn., in 1948, and he passed 
away Sept. 13, 1997.

She is survived by her chil-
dren, James (Cristi) Henson 
of Brownsville, Texas, and 
Joseph (Yolanda) Henson of 
Paris; her stepdaughter, Shirley 
Yeargin of Paris; four grandchil-
dren; one great-grandchild; six 
step-grandchildren; and nine 
step-great-grandchildren. 

She is preceded in death 
by her siblings Helen Baietto, 
Thomas Hill Jr., Vern Hill and 
Dorothy Henson; and her step-
daughter, Peggy Poore.

Mrs. Henson was a member 
of St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
and St. Mary’s Altar Society.

Memorial donations may be 
made to St. Mary’s Church.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com

HENSON

DAN EMBRY
TUSCOLA – Charles Dan-

iel “Dan” Embry, 75, of Paris, 
and formerly of Arcola, died at 

2:08 a.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 23, 
2019, at Paris 
Community 
Hospital. He 
was a retired 

truck driver.
There will be no services.  

Hilligoss Shrader Funeral 
Home is assisting the family 
with arrangements.

Mr. Embry was born Nov. 
7, 1943, at Muldraughv, Ky., 
the son of the late Charles and 
Margaret Holston Embry. He 
married Janet Gearlds Dec. 6, 
1982. She survives.

He is also survived by his 
daughter, Tina (Tim) Carter 
of Mentone, Ind.; brother, Leo 
(Candy) Embry of Chenoa; 
sister, Wanda Jackson of Ken-
tucky; grandchildren, Josh Car-
ter and Beth (Cale) Thompson 
both of Mentone, Ind.; two 
great-granddaughters; several 
nieces and nephews; and sister-
in-law, Anna Embry.

He was preceded in death by 
his son, Danny Joe Embry; and 
brother, Rick Embry.

Mr. Embry was a retired 
truck driver and a member of 
the American Legion Post of 
Marshall.  He was an avid fan of 
NASCAR, Chicago Cubs and 
Chicago Bears. He served in 
the U.S. Marines.

Online condolences at www.
hilligossshraderfh.com.

ILENE FOX
DANVILLE – Ilene Fox, 96, 

of Danville, passed away Feb. 
20, 2019, at Hawthorne Inn. 

A celebration of life service 
is 10 a.m. Monday, March 4, at 
Sunset Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Center, with Pastor Pat-
ty Wise officiating. Burial is in 
Sunset Memorial Park. Visita-
tion is from 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday, 
March 3, at the funeral home.    

Mrs. Fox was born April 23, 
1922, at Redmon, the daughter 
of the late Fred and Lillian Barr 
Stewart. She married Maurice 
Fox March 24, 1949, and he 
preceded her in death in 2006.

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Dennis (Geri) Fox, Steve 
(Joy) Fox and Diane (Steve) 
Goodwin; grandchildren, 
Shawn Goodwin, Jared Good-
win, Ryan (Jennifer) Fox, Kyle 
(Dalane) Fox, Keri Webber, 
Devan (Miranda) Fox, Da-
mon (Abbie) Fox, Whitney 
(Tyler) Timmons, Taylor Fox; 
17 great-grandchildren; and 
brother, Roy (Ann) Stewart. 

She was preceded in death 

by one infant brother, infant 
great-grandson and sister, Vio-
let Beard.

Mrs. Fox was a member 
of the Union Corner United 
Methodist Church and the 
BB Club. She loved gardening, 
cooking, mowing grass, reading 

and quilting. She loved her fam-
ily and cherished the time they 
spent together.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Union Corner 
United Methodist Church. 
Online condolences at www.
sunsetfuneralhome.com.

JO ANN MCQUEEN
OAKLAND – Jo Ann Hale 

McQueen, 81, of Oakland, 
passed away Monday, Feb. 25, 

2019, at Sarah 
Bush Lincoln 
Health Cen-
ter. 

A funeral 
service is 2 
p.m. today, 
March 2, at 
Krabel Fu-

neral Home. Visitation is from 
11:30 a.m. until the service 
time today at the funeral home. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the American Heart 
Association or the American 
Diabetes Association.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

MCQUEEN

EMET HOLLINGSWORTH
MARSHALL – Emet Lyle 

“Joe” Hollingsworth, 66, of 
Marshall, passed away Friday, 

Feb. 22, 2019, 
at Burnsides 
Community 
Health Cen-
ter at Mar-
shall. 

Per his fi-
nal request, a 
celebration of 
life service is 
2 p.m. Sunday, 
March 3, at 
the Marshall 

Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
Memorial donations may be 

made to Alzheimer’s Research, 
225 N. Michigan Ave., Fl. 17, 
Chicago, IL 60601 or a pre-
ferred charity. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

HOLLINGSWORTH

THOMAS BROCK
B. Thomas Brock, 90, of 

Paris, passed away at 1:31 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 26, 2019, at his 

residence. He 
was former 
office manag-
er for Edgar 
Electric Co-
op.  

A funeral 
service is 11 
a.m. today, 
March 2, at 
the First Unit-
ed Methodist 
Church, with 

Pastor Joe Tomich officiating.  
Burial follows in Edgar Cem-
etery. Visitation is from 9 a.m. 
until the service time today at 
the church. Stewart and Car-
roll Funeral Home is in charge 
of the arrangements.  

Mr. Brock was born Sept. 
9, 1928, at Shelburn, Ind., the 
son of the late Lester and Dor-
othy Miller Brock. He married 
Anna Lee Goble Brock June 
27, 1953, at Sullivan, Ind., and 
she passed away May 7, 2014.  

Survivors include two 
daughters, Carol Ann (Guent-
er) Hackl of Arvada, Colo., 
and Jennifer B. (Giles) Beal of 
Gastonia, N.C.; seven grand-
children, Morgan Hackl, Mad-
ison (Brad) Henry, Alexandra 
Weston, Brock Weston, Shel-
ton Clinton, Cathleen (Thom-
as) Hipp and Det Beal; and five 
great grandchildren; Annabelle 
Weston, Palmer Clinton, Ella 
Clinton, Pierce Henry and 
Chaz Henry.  

He was preceded in death by 
a sister, Norma Mae Nash.

Mr. Brock  was a United 
States Army Veteran, a mem-
ber of First United Methodist 
Church, the Masonic Lodge 
and the Kiwanis Club. He held 
a degree in accounting from In-
diana State University.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the First United Meth-
odist Church.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

BROCK

gelawn Cemetery. Visitation is 
from 11 a.m. until the service 
Monday at the church. Green-
well Funeral Home is in charge 
of the arrangements.

 Memorial donations may be 
made to Special Olympics.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.mark-
wellfuneralhome.com.  



WASHINGTON — Last 
week, a district court judge ruled 
it is unconstitutional for only men 

to have to register 
with the Selective 
Service, opening 
the possibility 
that women 
might also have 
to register.

The ruling may 
be fair in principle, 
but does it make 
sense? Would a 
universal draft 
best serve the 

security of the United States? Or 
would it be yet another exercise 
in asserting equality of the sexes 
to advance primarily social, not 
military, goals?

I should qualify all this by 
noting  the military always wants 
more bodies at its disposal — 
and high-ranking Pentagon 
women have long lobbied for full 
inclusion at every level of military 
engagement in part because, with-
out combat experience, women 
couldn’t compete with men for 
the highest military rankings.

Yet when now-retired Gen. 
Ann Dunwoody became the first 
female four-star officer in 2008, 
the combat exclusion of wom-
en was still in place. Although 
Dunwoody’s service was extraor-
dinary, including being the first 
female battalion commander 
in the Army’s 82nd Airborne 
Division, she, like most military 
women, never engaged in direct 
ground combat, as defined by the 
Department of Defense. More on 
this shortly.

U.S. District Judge Gray Mill-
er’s ruling seems to make sense in 
a fair-is-fair kind of way. But fair 
isn’t always absolutely fair, and, as 
Dickens wrote, the law is still an 
ass. For a better understanding of 
what’s at stake, it would be con-
structive to review the history of 

the draft. At this juncture, mean-
while, nothing has changed. The 
government probably will appeal 
the decision and then, likely, the 
Supreme Court will take a stab.

It seems improbable in light of 
precedent the high court will find 
against Miller. The Texas judge 
specifically mentioned Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s 1996 
opinion in the United States v. 
Virginia, in which she concluded 
that excluding women from Vir-
ginia Military Institute violated 
the Equal Protection Clause of 
the Constitution.

Yet earlier, in 1981’s Rostker v. 
Goldberg, the Supreme Court af-
firmed the constitutionality of ex-
cluding women from the Selective 
Service System’s male-only policy. 
Noting the purpose of the registry 
was to allow the government to 
raise a combat army — and given 
that women weren’t then allowed 
in combat — the court wrote that 
the two sexes, “are simply not 
similarly situated for purposes of 
a draft or registration for a draft.” 
Thus, constitutionality wasn’t an 
issue.

Much has changed since the 
20th century, at least culturally, 
and the question is whether 
Rostker would still stand given 
those changes. For one thing, 
since 2015, all military jobs have 
been opened to women, including 
direct combat.

No sane person has ever argued 
that women aren’t as brave as 
men or that they lack any other 
qualities or values necessary to 
military success. But in discussing 
women’s expanding military roles, 
we return to the question of what 
ground combat really means. As 
the Defense Department defined 
it in 1994, it means, “engaging 
an enemy on the ground ... while 
being exposed to hostile fire and 
to a high probability of direct 
physical contact with the hostile 

force’s personnel.”
What changed in 2015? Nothing 

— except the definition of combat, 
which the Pentagon altered so 
civilians could pretend this is not a 
travesty. It took only a generation 
or so for the culture to be manip-
ulated into believing women are 
equal to men not just under the 
law but in every conceivable way. 
This is, of course, a purely political 
abstraction with existential conse-
quences.

Moreover, this entire de-
bate isn’t really about military 
preparedness but is about social 
engineering — changing the 
way people perceive things so 
they can be arranged according 
to the designs of a relatively 
very few. What’s missing from 
all such cultural arrangements 
is a full appreciation of human 
nature, which remains essentially 
the same through most of time. 
Progressives will twist themselves 
into balloon poodles trying to 
codify gender differences, but 
heaven forbid we should speak of 
sex differences, not to mention 
cultural adaptations to better 
ensure survival of the species.

Maybe no 18-year-old Ameri-
can woman will ever be conscript-
ed or ordered to fight men mano 
a mano, but it seem more than a 
possibility at this point. 

I’m going to go out on a limb 
and simply say that a civilized 
nation doesn’t put its women 
in combat where they have an 
unequal ability to survive.

Finally, here’s a prediction you 
can take to your bookie: When 
women are included in the draft, 
America will no longer have to 
worry about declining birth rates, 
and big families will be back in 
vogue.

(Kathleen Parker is a politically 
conservative-leaning columnist for 
The Washington Post. Email her at 
kparker@washpost.com.)
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Give Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker some credit; the man 
can give a good speech.

Last 
week’s 
budget 
address 
was 
well-writ-
ten and 
respectful 
of its 
audience 
and effec-
tively 
used Illi-

nois history to make its 
points. Unlike some pre-
vious occupants of that 
office, Pritzker didn’t 
try to make himself look 
better at the General 
Assembly’s expense. He 
didn’t propose totally 
outrageous revenue or 
spending ideas that had 
zero chance of passage.

But what matters most 
about a budget address 
is what’s actually in the 
budget. And it seemed 
to me like the governor 
may have oversold the 
doom and gloom during 
the past couple of weeks 
by warning of a $3.2 bil-
lion deficit. Pritzker did 
utter the word “austere,” 
but focused mainly on 
how he planned to spend 
hundreds of millions 
of dollars on programs 
near to his heart.

The coming year’s 
pension holiday is 
bigger than initially ad-
vertised – $878 million 
versus the $800 million 
figure previously floated 
by the governor’s office. 
And they’re looking 
at $390 million for an 
assessment on managed 
care organizations for 
Medicaid programs.

Pritzker wants to re-
duce interfund borrow-
ing repayments by $315 
million, incentivize the 
payment of delinquent 
taxes for an estimated 
$175 million, decouple 
from the federal repa-
triation tax cut to bring 
in $94 million, slap a 
progressive tax struc-
ture on video gaming to 
bring in $89 million and 
cap the amount retailers 
can keep from collecting 
the sales tax to $1,000 a 
month to bring in anoth-
er $75 million.

Licensing fees for 
sports wagering and 
recreational cannabis 

Mr. Cohen 
goes to the 
Capitol

Tri-County’s girls basketball team demonstrated small schools can compete

Haven’t paid close attention to the Cohen 
Congressional Roadshow this week. 

Thought it will be interesting, though, es-
pecially because the wife and 
I started watching the A&E 
series on the Bill Clinton 
crimes.

Anyway, regardless of what 
some folks may think, I don’t 
have a dog in this hunt (I 
just didn’t like the alternative 
dogs in the last go-around). 
And I wasn’t expecting 
anything other than foolish 
fodder for the fringes (or is 
that fodder for the foolish 

fringes?). 
Here’s what I learned so far.
Congress, widely known for member men-

dacities, is listening intently to the testimony 
of a man who lied to Congress and admits to 
earning a living by engaging in lies, misdirec-
tion, and misdeeds, kinda like saying, “don’t 
believe anything I say because I always lie.”

Trump inflates his wealth like he inflates 
his ego like he inflates his wealth, which is 
why he is not a publicly traded corporation, 
which is why we wonder why anyone cares 
about Cohen’s descriptions of how Trump 
valued his property. Apparently, those in the 
committee room and those watching have 
never sold a house

I remember when people considered the 
National Enquirer to be a joke, the real fake 
news read by lonely people who purchased it 
at the grocery store along with a case of diet 
soda and cheap cat food. It was entertainment 
for gossipy people with low IQs, kinda like 
the folks today who sit around in their un-
derwear and watch those TV shows like “The 
(View, Chew, Spew).” Now, we’re supposed 
to care that Cohen and Trump worked with 
the publication to kill stories that only those 
described earlier would read and care about. 
Now, if they worked with the Alphabet media 
or the big national papers, then that would be 
a story, so to speak.

Cohen produced a $35,000 personal check, 
purportedly signed by Trump while Trump 
was POTUS, payable to Cohen who used 
it for hush money, which is not illegal. OK. 
Looks like Trump’s scribble. Check amount is 
$35K, payable to Cohen. Supporting paper-
work? Oh, sure, it won’t have an invoice that 
says, “hush money to pay off whore Trump 

Those of us who live downstate 
— defined as anything south of I-80 
— understand the importance of 
our small towns and our schools. In 
many ways, they reflect our identity.

That was particularly the case last 
weekend when the Tri-County girls 
basketball team fought their way into 
the IHSA Class 1A state basketball 
tourney. While the Titans did not 
come home with the big prize, they 
certainly demonstrated that — as 
the logo that appeared last weekend 
proclaimed — they are 13 towns, 
three schools and one team.

Coach Joe Morrisey and his team 
did so much more than win a lot of 
basketball games and bring home 
a state trophy. In these days when 
it seems nobody can get along, the 
three high schools which now make 
up the Tri-County sports coopera-

tive showed what is possible when 
everyone works together.

Every girl wore a Titan uniform re-
flecting their school colors — purple 
for Kansas, blue for Shiloh and or-
ange for Oakland. More importantly, 
those who weren’t fans of the Titans 
could not tell which player attended 
what school. 

We’re sure there were some fans 
and residents who were — at one 
time — loyal to the players from 
their school. But that all evaporat-
ed when the Titans won first the 
sectional and then the supersectional 
to advance to the state tourney at 
Redbird Arena on the campus of 

Illinois State University.
The Titans reflected the work ethic 

of our area. The girls began working 
toward a common goal as freshmen. 
They played and practiced and put 
in the hours necessary to be success-
ful in the gym. No one gave them 
anything. Each sacrificed their time 
to become a part of a team that made 
history for the co-op.

While their march to the tour-
nament doesn’t exactly reflect the 
movie “Hoosiers,” the Titans certain-
ly represented all the small schools 
in our state who may not have had 
the success of Tri-County but are 
working anyway. 

We’re proud to congratulate Coach 
Joe Morrisey and the Tri-County 
Titans for not only their success but 
their sportsmanship. We will always 
remember the Titans.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 
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Marijuana 
not answer 
for Illinois
 Editor, The Prairie Press:

In arguing for the legalization of mar-
ijuana in order to solve the money woes 
of the State of Illinois, Ms. Griffith has 
overlooked some cogent facts.  

First, the very people she speaks of who 
can not, “afford to live on their meager 
wages,” are the very ones who will most 
likely be sending their meager wages up in 
marijuana smoke.

Secondly, the question of whether or 
not marijuana is a gateway drug leading 
to addiction with opioids, for instance, is 
still being researched.  

Even the National Institute on Drug 
Abuse noted that, “marijuana users were 
five to nine times as likely to experience 
an opioid problem three years later,” than 
those who did not use marijuana.

Last, putting that question aside, mari-
juana is not a harmless drug.  

In an article in Psychology Today ( July 
24, 2018), Adi Jaffe, PhD., notes that 
those who are under the influence of 
marijuana have decreased reaction time 
and loss of coordination, making them a 
menace on the highway.  

In addition, they are prone to panic 
attacks, psychotic episodes, memory 
difficulties and an increased risk of heart 
attack or stroke.

The damage of long-term use is even 
worse:  in adolescents it damages their 
brains resulting in lower IQ.  All long time 
users experience poor school or work 
performance, antisocial behavior such 
as lying and stealing, a lower satisfaction 
with life, financial difficulties and unem-
ployment.  And, of course, addiction. 

To casually suggest that the financial 
burdens of this state could or should 
be fixed at the cost of the health, both 
physical and mental, of Illinois residents 
is abhorrent. 

Nonetheless, since Democrats control 
our state government, Ms. Griffith’s ideas 
have an unfortunate and perhaps deadly 
chance of coming to pass.

Jane Witmer
Paris, Illinois
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POWELL
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slept with, or additional 
paperwork changing the 
original description of the 
woman to something less 
offensive, such as a woman 
who earns her living 
having sex on camera, 
so as not to confuse her 
with a politician. But, the 
money also could have 
gone to Cohen to establish 
a defense fund for NFL 
team owners. Forget show 
me the money. Show me 
the paperwork.

Cohen tells committee 
that federal prosecutors 
are investigating a conver-
sation he had with Trump 
after the FBI raided Co-
hen’s house, but Cohen, 
being the stand-up guy 
he is, says he won’t talk 
about the investigation 
of a conversation he had 
with Trump after the FBI 
raided his house, because 
he promised prosecutors 
he wouldn’t talk about 
their investigation into a 
conversation he had with 

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

would bring in $212 million 
and $170 million, respective-
ly. He didn’t book any usage 
tax revenues.

There were some surprises. 
We knew Pritzker would ask to 
impose an e-cigarette tax to bring 
in $10 million, but we didn’t 
know he wanted to increase the 
cigarette tax by 30 cents a pack to 
bring in $55 million. 

Revenues from both taxes 
will be used for Medicaid 
spending.

We also hadn’t heard about 
a potentially controversial 
plastic bag tax that will sup-
posedly bring in $20 million. 

Between the minimum 
wage hike, the retailer sales 
tax discount cap and the 
plastic bag and two ciga-
rette-related taxes, Pritzker 
may make it even more 
difficult for the Illinois Retail 
Merchants Association to 
justify working with him 
after being the only business 

organization not to endorse 
Bruce Rauner last year. 
   The governor’s revenue 
projections for both this fiscal 
year and next are a combined 
$1.4 billion higher than the 
previous administration’s ad-
mittedly gloomy forecast, but 
that includes the $1.1 billion 
in additional revenues from 
his tax and fee list.

Pritzker’s projected expen-
ditures for this fiscal year and 
next are a combined $660 
million lower than Rauner’s 
and that’s mainly because of 
the pension payment holiday.

You have to look hard to 
find proposed program cuts, 
but they do exist. Howev-
er, the expansions vastly 
outweigh the cuts. Most have 
already been widely reported, 
but the highest percentage 
increase is for the governor’s 
own office, at 155 percent. 
The state has a new law that 
for the first time requires all 
employees of the governor’s 
office to be paid out of his 
office’s budget, not offshored 

to other state agencies. For 
decades, governors have used 
offshoring to mask the actual 
costs of operating their of-
fices by putting their staff on 
other agencies’ payrolls. So, 
while eye-popping, it’s rea-
sonable.

And while universities are 
receiving a 5 percent increase 
in operating assistance, the 
total appropriation is still just 
96.4 percent of what they 
were appropriated in the Fis-
cal Year 2015 budget — the 
last one approved before the 
two-year impasse began. 

That’s perhaps the best 
illustration in the entire 
budget about how far the 
state has to go to repair the 
damage caused during Gov. 
Rauner’s tenure – not to even 
mention the damage from 
the previous 15 years.

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.) 

Trump after the FBI raided 
his house.

Cohen again denies allega-
tions in that Russian dossier, 
the one the Clinton cam-
paign paid for, that he went to 
Prague to talk with Ruskies 
about interfering in the US 
elections. At that point, the 
lights in the room dimmed, 
a spotlight from somewhere 
lit him up as he brought out 
one of those boom boxes 
and hit the button to play a 
karaoke version of “Never 
Been to Spain,” then stood 
up, grabbed the mic and 
crooned, “Well I’ve never 
been to Prague-uh, but I like 

to play some Czech-ers. They 
say the Slovaks are insane 
there, but I need a rhyme for 
Czech-ers. They don’t abuse 
it, Bob Kraft can use it. What 
does it matter? What does it 
matter?”

(John David Powell is a Par-
is native and an award-winning 
journalist who lives in Texas. 
His email address is johndavid-
powell@yahoo.com.)
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Non-discriminatory textbooks pushed
BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – A bill re-
quiring school textbooks pur-
chased with certain state funds 
to highlight the contributions 
of LGBT individuals to Ameri-
can history and culture is mak-
ing its way through the Illinois 
House.

“Historically, they’ve been 
ignored, and either deliberate-
ly or inadvertently left out of 
our history books,” said Rep. 
Anna Moeller, an Elgin Demo-
crat who is the lead sponsor of 
House Bill 246.

That bill, which passed out 
of committee Feb. 6 and is 
now before the full House, 
would require any textbooks 
purchased through the state’s 
textbook block grant program 
to be non-discriminatory and 
include, “the roles and contri-
butions of all people protect-
ed under the Illinois Human 
Rights Act,” a state law that 
prohibits discrimination on 
the basis of race, religion, sex, 
national origin, sexual orien-
tation and a number of other 
factors.

The bill also provides that 
history books purchased by 
public schools under the block 
grant program, “shall include a 
study of the roles and contribu-
tions of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender people in the 
history of this country and this 
State.”

The textbook block grant 
program was established in 
2012 as a way to help pub-
lic and state-recognized 
non-public schools purchase 
textbooks. 

According to officials at the 
Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion, however, the program 

has never been funded, and 
so it is unlikely passage of the 
bill would have any immediate 
impact unless lawmakers de-
cide to include it in future state 
budgets.

Moeller said the bill was 
initiated by Equality Illinois, a 
statewide LGBT rights advoca-
cy group.

The bill drew significant 
attention during committee 
hearings where 200 individu-
als signed up as supporters. 
Another 132 individuals, in-
cluding many representing re-
ligious organizations, signed 
up as opponents.
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Sanchez did more than re-
search. He also established an 
apiary at Sawgrass and honey 
from those hives was in use by 
the resort’s kitchen operation. 

“He had a little apiary, and 
he wanted me to look at his 
bees,” said Gene Killion. “It 
was in a mess.”

Mark Killion added Sanchez 
had good ideas but he need-
ed some personal instruction 
about the art of beekeeping 
beyond the science that can be 
learned by reading. 

The senior Killion visited 
the apiary and gave Sanchez 
some tips. It led to a strong 
friendship between the two 
men.

When the Killions returned 
to Sawgrass in 2019 other 
Marriott executives wanted 
to meet them. The apiary had 
grown to become Bee Hill Mi-
cro Farm with a vegetable gar-
den supplying the restaurant 
kitchen, chickens for fresh 
eggs, a quail raising operation 
and a nearby area was under 
development with a fire pit 
and seating for events like a 

wiener roast.
The resort’s executive chef 

Joe Natoli supports Sanchez’ 
efforts. Caneale Mills, the di-
rector of food and beverage 
for the resort, and general 
manager Todd Hickey both 
come from rural backgrounds 
and like what is happening at 
Sawgrass. Mills showed cattle 
while growing up and Hickey, 
a Canadian, told them stories 
about tapping trees for maple 
syrup production.

During the conversations, 
the Killions learned Marriott 
founder Bill Marriott was an 
early proponent of sustain-
ability. When Marriott was 
in China he encountered a 
small girl trying to sell honey 
from her hive. He provided 
her space at the local resort to 
expand her apiary and from 
there other resorts also invit-
ed local beekeepers to set up 
hives.

What is happening at Saw-
grass is different. This resort 
is using staff to keep bees and 
grow food. The executives 
told the Killions the Bee Hill 
Micro Farm at Sawgrass is 
now considered a pilot pro-
gram that has the potential 

to spread to the other 6,200 
Marriott Resorts around the 
world.

Sanchez is a zealous promot-
er of honeybees. The resort has 
a brunch every Sunday and 
sometimes Sanchez brings in 
an observation hive and talks 
to customers about the impor-
tance of bees, the micro farm, 
and he includes the personal 
connection with Gene Killion 
as part of that story.

When the Sawgrass micro 
farm is complete part of the 
area will be known as Killion 
Way.

“Matt told us he plans to be 
a soldier for Dad and to take 
up the fight to continue honey-
bees that was a lifelong goal of 
Dad and my grandfather,” said 
Mark Killion.

An allergy to honeybees pre-
vented Mark Killion from con-
tinuing the family tradition.

Gene Killion is doing more 
than providing beekeeping 
guidance for this endeavor. He 
is currently sorting through a 
lifetime of honeybee related 
books and papers. He is do-
nating his library of books to 
the University of Nebraska 
but an extensive collection of 

honey recipes from the Amer-
ican Honey Institute or devel-
oped by his mother and late 
wife was recently sent to San-
chez in case they can be incor-
porated into foods prepared at 
the resort.

“My mother had a honey 
mousse recipe she demon-
strated in Krogers when those 
stores were switching over to 
liquid honey in the 1940s,” 
said Gene Killion. “I kept a 
copy, and I’m going to try to 

make it.”
Another accolade is com-

ing later this month when the 
Illinois State Fair renames the 
sweepstakes trophy in bee-
keeping as the Carl and Eu-
gene Killion Trophy.

KILLION
FROM PAGE 8A

“There isn’t the volume of 
calls to support four ambulanc-
es,” said McCarty. “I’m not sure 
there is enough volume to sup-
port three.”

Horizon Health currently 
operates two ambulances that 
are crewed 24 hours a day, ev-
ery day. The service primarily 
handles transport from Paris 
Community Hospital to oth-
er hospitals, and it provides 
backup when the Northern 
Edgar County Ambulance has 
staffing problems or cannot re-
spond. 

A Horizon Health ambu-
lance can be dispatched for 
emergencies if requested by 
the caller, but 911 automati-
cally defers to ECSSAA since 
it is contracted to serve the sev-
en-township area.

Board member Karl Farn-
ham Jr. expressed doubts about 
having only two ambulances in 
service, noting if one is trans-
ferring a patient and one is run-
ning a call there is nothing for 
backup if another emergency 
arises.

Sheriff Jeff Wood added an 
automobile accident typically 
ties up two ambulances. 

The ECSSAA is also auto-

ECSSAA
FROM PAGE 1A

NECAS
FROM PAGE 1A

business agenda received 
swift disposal. The Board of 
Fire and Police Commission-
ers was authorized to test for 
an eligibility list for both fire 
and police positions.

Another Fourth of July cel-
ebration was assured with a 
contract awarded to Central 
States Fireworks for $8,400. 
As has been the case in recent 
years, the display will be fired 
off on Saturday evening, July 
6, at Twin Lakes Park, rather 
than the night of the Fourth.

The annual maintenance of 
some of the city’s secondary 
streets with oil and chip resur-

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Shakespeare in the Park 
returns this summer to Twin 
Lakes Park.  

The Paris Park Board met 
Tuesday, Feb. 26, and ap-
proved a request from the 
Paris Public Library to once 
again host an appearance by 
the Stone Soup Shakespeare 
Company. The performance 
is June 1 near Spicer Pavil-
ion, and this is the eighth year 
Stone Soup has come to Paris 
for a performance in the park.

Some of the newer board 
members were surprised this 
is an annual event, noting the 

request before them was the 
first time they were aware of 
Shakespeare in the Park at 
Paris.

“It needs to be advertised 
more,” said board member 
Jodi Theirl, noting the expan-
sion of community theater in 
the area means an increased 
interest for performing arts 
and those involved in the var-
ious community theater proj-
ects may want to know about 
Shakespeare in the Park.

Board president Cliff 
Macke said he will communi-
cate concerns about the need 
for better promotion. 

Improving the miniature 
golf course at Twin Lakes was 
another topic of discussion.

Macke had an estimate 
from one carpeting company 
to replace the outdoor carpet-
ing on the course. The price 
included all material and labor 

plus removing the old carpet-
ing and taking it away. 

The company quoted two 
prices of $12,487 for a lesser 
grade carpet and $13,667 for a 
more durable product. 

Board member Austin 
Huxford said the closing of 
Red’s Fun Zone, which had 
indoor miniature golf, makes 
it incumbent on the park 
board to improve the attrac-
tion at Twin Lakes. He wasn’t 
ready to endorse such a large 
expenditure and suggested 
instead cleaning the exist-
ing carpeting with a mildew 
killing product to buy some 
time.

“Maybe we could do half 
one year and the remain-
der the next year,” suggested 
board member Tom Tuttle.

General beautification of 
the course is also a concern.

Representatives of the PEO 

Chapter NX attended the 
meeting to discuss doing a 
service project. One idea was 
planting more flowers and 
while all agreed that is desir-
able, it is impractical given the 
limited manpower available 
for maintenance.

“When the weeds start is 
when mowing is beginning,” 
said Chris Redman, superin-
tendent of streets, alleys and 
parks. “I usually only have 
one or two people available to 
work in the parks.”

It was suggested rather than 
creating new flower beds the 
PEO might consider taking 
the miniature golf course on 
as a project with activities 
such as thinning the existing 
ornamental grasses and re-
placing old plantings with new 
perennials and then keeping 
the space weeded. The club 
members agreed to take the 

suggestion back to the mem-
bership and develop the idea.

Redman discussed a desire 
to redo the parking posts used 
in the city parks to keep visi-
tors from driving on the grass. 
He said the posts are different 
dimensions, set at varying 
heights and many need re-
painted. The lack of uniformi-
ty, he said, is distracting. 

“When you drive through 
the park, that’s an eyesore,” 
said Huxford, agreeing with 
Redman.

The alternative Redman 
suggested is using 4 by 4 posts 
covered with white vinyl 
sleeves and caps, with all posts 
set at a uniform height. He did 
not have prices for the project, 
noting there are 560 parking 
posts just in the west park of 
Twin Lakes. 

Board members told Red-
man to put together some cost 

estimates with an understand-
ing the work may be done in 
phases over a period of time to 
make it affordable. 

Redman reported having 
secured two bands to play 
during the evening hours of 
July 4 and again July 6 when 
the city Independence Day 
fireworks display is scheduled. 
He said playing in the evening 
will not interfere with whatev-
er day the city band chooses 
to perform its annual patriot-
ic concert. At the time of the 
park board meeting, it was not 
known if the city band orga-
nization had made a decision 
about dates.

City band manager Mi-
chelle Jacobs later confirmed 
the patriotic concert is  the 
afternoon of July 6.

“We plan to do it as part of 
the city’s celebration,” said Ja-
cobs.

Park board OKs Shakespeare in the Park
Stone Soup troupe 
returns to Paris, 
board wants more 
advertising for event

facing was assured for later 
this year when the council 
approved the 2019 state 
Motor Fuel Tax mainte-
nance budget of $145,000.

A replacement motor 
at the Sewage Treatment 
Plant was approved from 
Wabash Valley Motors for 
$1,622.48.

City attorney Rich 
Kash reported he and the 
Chrisman city attorney are 
meeting to draft a prelimi-
nary agreement for sale of 
Paris water to the city of 
Chrisman. It will involve 
construction of a new pipe-
line from Paris north along 
Route One to the Route 36 
intersection.

Free tax assistance for senior citizens
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARSHALL – An AARP 
Foundation Tax-Aide will be 
at the Marshall Public Library 

11 a.m.-3 p.m. every Tuesday 
from March 5 to April 30 to as-
sist people over the age of 50 in 
preparing a federal tax return. 

This free service is for those 

who cannot afford to hire a pro-
fessional to do the work. AARP 
membership is not required to 
use the service and there are no 
sales pitches involved. Appoint-

ments, however, are required as 
this is not a walk-in service.

Appointments for tax help 
can be made by calling the li-
brary at 217-826-2535.

Mark Killion for the Prairie Press

Gene Killion, left, meets with chefs Matt Sanchez, center, and Joe Natoli, right, in the apiary at 
the Sawgrass Marriott Resort where both men work. Sanchez created the apiary to provide local 
source honey for the kitchen and the operation has grown into a micro farm that is now a pilot 
program that could spread to the 6,200 other Marriott Resorts worldwide. The wooden boxes are 
Langstroth style hives that separate the brood section of the hive from the honey storage area 
so honey may be harvested without destroying the colony. The basket hive, or skep, in the fore-
ground is more ancient way of keeping bees. The major drawback to a skep is harvesting honey 
also destroys the colony.

matically dispatched each time 
the Paris Fire Department or 
one of the stations in Paris 
Community Fire Protection 
District are called out.

“I don’t want to get down to 
a bare minimum,” said Farn-
ham, but he agreed that having 
four ambulances may be an ex-
cessive requirement.

McCarty recommended the 
contract require two ambulanc-
es fully staffed at all times, rath-
er than two in the day and only 
one during the overnight with 
the other crew on call.

“Statistically, there is no dif-
ference between day and night 
emergency calls,” said McCa-

rty.
“I don’t want to get into tell-

ing a company how to run and 
staff a business, but I do want to 
tell them what our expectations 
are for safety,” said Lorenzen. 

The consensus was the bid 
specs should require a mini-
mum of two paramedic level 
ambulances staffed 24-hours-a-
day although bidders may pres-
ent plans for how to operate the 
service beyond that minimum 
point. 

Board member Andy Pat-
rick reported on conversations 
recently held about improving 
the Edgar County Courthouse. 

SmartWatt, an energy opti-

Neal added the NECAS 
ambulance is staffed 24 hours 
a day through March, but it is 
a razor thin situation.

“If somebody gets sick, it 
will fall apart,” said Neal.

He suggested using cash re-
serves to hire two more peo-
ple and ease the burden, but 
board members refused to 
take that step noting the ser-
vice is already operating on a 
deficit budget and they don’t 
want to add to the shortfall.

“The question is do we hire 
more people or work those 
we have harder?” said Neal. 

McCarty gave an assurance 
Horizon Health will continue 
providing backup as needed 
while NECAS works through 
its issues.

Finding more money to 
solve these problems is the big 
challenge facing the board. 
During discussion about each 
board member seeking an ex-
tra payment from their home 
boards, Elmer Snook said the 
Metcalf Village Board will not 
go along with that idea. 

Neal countered the lo-
cal government bodies may 
not have a choice other than 
make the extra payment. He 
explained an attorney who 

performed a prior review of 
the intergovernmental agree-
ment indicated the jurisdic-
tions have a legal obligation 
to pay whatever is necessary 
to operate the ambulance ser-
vice, and there is no cap on 
the amount.

It was suggested as a finan-
cial matter the ambulance 
might not respond to areas 
that don’t pay. Snook regard-
ed that as unlikely claiming 
some ambulance would be 
dispatched if needed in Met-
calf, but McCarty disagreed.

She said ambulance ser-
vices are not obligated to an-
swer calls from a community 
where there is no agreement 
to provide service.

Attorney Robert Morris, 
who was recently hired as 
the NECAS legal counsel, re-
viewed two possible funding 
mechanisms for the ambu-
lance service.

He said one option is for 
the Chrisman, Hume and 
Metcalf fire protection dis-
tricts to levy a tax for ambu-
lance service. The maximum 
amount is 0.4 percent and the 
tax must go to referendum for 
voters’ approval.

The other possibility is set-
ting up a special service area 
where each jurisdiction col-
lects an ambulance tax. This 

method does not require a 
referendum but if 51 percent 
of the residents sign a peti-
tion opposing the move the 
special service area cannot be 
established. 

“I believe you will need to 
setup a special service area. 
The fire departments are 
likely not to collect enough,” 
said Morris, adding the best 
option is to create a special 
service area and have the fire 
departments also collect an 
ambulance tax. “You can pool 
that money together.”

A major difficulty with ei-
ther approach is they do not 
offer a timely solution. Mor-
ris said if a plan to collect an 
ambulance tax succeeds it will 
most likely be 2021 before 
any revenue starts flowing to 
support the Northern Edgar 
County Ambulance. 

He added setting up a spe-
cial service area requires the 
NECAS board to inform each 
township and community 
governing authority of how 
much is needed. Neal had al-
ready done some preliminary 
calculations based on the new 
Illinois law raising the min-
imum wage to $15 by 2025. 
He said the service will need 
at least $373,000 in local taxes 
just to cover wages in compli-
ance with the minimum wage.

It was suggested this may 
be the time to throw in the 
towel and end the NECAS 
service as financially unviable. 
Rodney Wolfe doubted that 
is possible. He said it is his 
understanding the intergov-
ernmental agreement forever 
obligates the communities to 
provide an ambulance service 
either directly operated with 
a board or contracted out but 
they cannot stop providing an 
ambulance. 

Board member Daren 
Craig voiced another thought 
that is not popular with the 
NECAS board.  

“We can go backward and 
be a basic service that is all 
volunteer,” said Craig, noting 
the unstaffed ambulance will 
only respond when volun-
teers are available to answer a 
dispatch.

Board president Kevin Ju-
lian plans to meet with coun-
ty treasurer Don Wiseman 
to discuss possible tax rates 
for northern Edgar County 
and asked Neal to arrange a 
meeting between the NECAS 
board and the various fire 
trustees to determine if there 
is any support on that front. 

“If people want an ambu-
lance service, they have to 
accept they have to pay for it,” 
said Julian.

mization company, is currently 
reviewing the county’s build-
ings and energy consumption 
in an effort to find savings. As 
part of that review, the consul-
tant put Patrick in touch with 
an architectural firm familiar 
with the needs of older build-
ings.

“We walked around the 
courthouse and looked at ways 
to move the elevator,” said Pat-
rick.

The elevator shaft dominates 
the center of the building and is 
considered an eyesore since it 
disrupts so much of the original 
historic fabric of the building. 
It is also an old model elevator 

and the concern is it will even-
tually need a new hydraulic cyl-
inder at the base at a great cost 
to the county.

“The architect said elevators 
are not made the same way as 
the old one with cylinders. He 
gave me ideas,” said Patrick.

While it may be possible to 
move the elevator away from 
the center of the building, the 
unknown factor is cost.

Wood reported SmartWatt 
also sent a plumbing engineer 
to look at the jail.

“They are deep in their re-
search,” Patrick said about the 
company’s efforts in Edgar 
County.
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Tigers 
fall in 
regional

BY JEFF CHAMBERS 
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

OLNEY — For near-
ly 10 minutes Monday 
night, Feb. 25, it appeared 
as if the Paris Tigers 
boys basketball team was 
primed to avenge an ear-
lier loss to longtime rival 
the Charleston Trojans.

The stakes were much 
higher in this game than 
they were in the Feb.12th 
matchup at home. A loss 
in this game, and the Ti-
ger basketball season was 
over. 

Paris was outscored 23-
10 in the second quarter 
and that proved to be the 
difference in the game. 
Charleston held on for 
the 75-65 victory over the 
Tigers. Paris ends their 
season with a 9-20 record.

At the end of the first 
quarter, Charleston held a 
slim 16-14 lead. 

Jude Sullivan knocked 
down a three-point basket 
on the first Tiger posses-
sion of the second quarter 
to give Paris a 17-16 lead. 
Unfortunately, that would 
be the last lead of the 
night for the Tigers. 

Charleston scored 
nine straight points and 
held the Tigers scoreless 
for 3:35 before Dustin 
Creech made a free throw. 
When the halftime horn 
sounded, the Tigers 
trailed 39-24 —  having 
committed 10 turnovers 
in the first half.

Paris came out of the 
locker room to start the 
third quarter and turned 
the ball over on their first 
two possessions. This al-
lowed Charleston to go 
on a 7-2 run, giving them 
their largest lead of the 
night, 47-26. At the end of 
three periods of play, Paris 
trailed 57-38.

The Tigers were not 
ready to have their sea-
son come to an end how-
ever as Matthew Brou-
wer scored the first four 
points of the fourth quar-
ter en route to an 8-0 run 
to draw the Paris team to 
within 11 points. Mason 
Hutchings scored on a fast 
break to bring the score to 
63-52 with 4:01 left. But 
Paris was never able to cut 
the lead to single-digits 
the rest of the way.

Coach Shawn Nugent 
was understandably dis-
appointed in the outcome, 
but acknowledged that his 
team never quit. 

“I told them between 
the third and fourth quar-
ters that I wanted us to 
get the deficit down to 10 
with four minutes left. We 
did that, but just couldn’t 
get it below 10,” the Ti-
ger coach explained. “I 
can’t say enough about 
the effort that the guys 
gave tonight. We could 
have packed it in early, 
but fought and clawed our 
way back into it.”

Hutchings led the 
Tigers in scoring with 
16 points and seven re-
bounds. Brouwer add-
ed 13 points and seven 
boards. Landrum had 
12 points. JT Johnson 

See TIGERS, Page 12A

Championship Sunday
55th annual Paris Junior League tourney concludes with day of basketball at Eveland

BY CINDY WILSON
tcwilson81@frontier.com

The Colts and the unde-
feated Panthers will square off 
Sunday for the championship 
of the 55th annual Paris Ju-
nior League tournament.

The championship game 
will conclude the final day 
of the tourney beginning at 
12:45 p.m. in the seventh 
place game, followed by the 
consolation championship at 
2 p.m. The third place game 
is set to tipoff at 3:15 p.m. fol-
lowed bychampionship con-
test at 4:30 p.m.

Followng the final game, as 
is tradition, trophies and secial 
awards will be presented under 
the direction of Junior League 
president Toby Wilson.

Among the special awards 
to be presented are the Wayne 
Throneburg Effort award   — 

given since 1965.  Other 
special awards include the 
Don Blair Free Throw Award 
and the Brent Bennett Good 
Sportsmanship Award.

This year’s tournament is 
dedicated in memory to long-
time Junior League volunteer 
Dennis Wallace, who gave his 
time to the league for more 
than 15 years.

CHAMPIONSHIP BRACKET
PANTHERS 42, TIGERS 20

In the first game of the 
semi-finals Tuesday, Feb. 26, 
the Panthers controlled the 
floor to keep their undefeated 
season intact. 

The Panthers players didn’t 
mess around and took a first 
quarter lead of 13-4. The sec-
ond and third strings followed 
along and added 11 points to 
the board while holding the 

Tigers to only a bucket. 
Returning after halftime 

with a comfortable 24 -6 lead 
over the Tigers, the Panthers 
continued to fight. The Pan-
thers added 11 points in the 
third quarter while the Tigers 
pumped in 12 points, still 
trailing 35-18. 

The Tigers struggled with 
scoring during the fourth 
quarter and were able to add 
two points to the board while 
the Panthers put in seven 
points and walked away with 
the win. 

Drew Rogers led the Pan-
thers with 15 points. Jackson 
Rigdon had eight points, Karic 
Mason had seven points and 
Dylan Blair finished with six 
points. Kipton Bradford added 
a couple of buckets. Dawson 
Rogers and Carter Delashmit 
each had two points.  

The Tigers were led by 
Ty King with eight points. 
Mazie Hawkins and Logan 
Dick had four points each. 
Koen Brinkerhoff and Brody 
Whitaker each had a bucket.

COLTS 33, BEARS 16
In the second game of the 

evening the Bears struggled 
scoring and the Colts took 
the win. 

From the beginning, the 
Colts outscored the Bears 
and led 8-2 heading into the 
second quarter. The Bears 
put three points on the board 
during the second but the 
Colts were credited with six 
points and found themselves 
with a comfortable 14-5 lead 
at halftime. 

Both teams returned from 
the half ready to clench the 
win but the Bears were unable 

to get it together scoring and 
the Colts pushed their lead to 
21-13. The Bears struggled to 
make their free throws in the 
fourth quarter as the Colts 
won the opportunity to meet 
the Panthers in the champi-
onship game on Sunday. 

The Colts were led by Ma-
son Byrnes with nine points 
and Rickie White with eight 
points. Dylan Flores scored 
five points and Drake Thomp-
son had four points. Braylen 
Mills put in a couple of buck-
ets and Colten Cornwell had 
two points. Hailey Yantis had 
a single free throw.

Gabriel Roush led the 
Bears with four points. Austin 
Pardi had a bucket and a free 
throw. Noah Fonner, Conner 
Little, and Jacob Staley each 
had two points and Parker 

See TOURNEY, Page 12A

Charleston takes 
down Paris 75-65; 
Tigers end 9-20

6 Titans 
earn 
LOVC 
honors 
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

To no one’s surprise, six 
members of the Tri-County 
girls basketball team earned 
LOVC honors.

In the final season of the 
Little Okaw Valley Confer-
ence in its current form, the 
Titans made the most of it 
making an incredible run 
that took the squad to the 
IHSA Class 1A Final Four 
leading to a fourth place 
finish. 

The journey was one the 
Titans have been working 
on since bowing out in the 
Sweet Sixteen the past two 
seasons. The season and run 
to the state tourney  put a 
cap on a four year career for 
five seniors who played as 
a group since entering the 
program.

On Friday, the spoils con-
tinued to come in for the 
Titans team. The LOVC an-
nounced its All-Conference 
teams with six Titan players 
making the cut.  

Seniors Harley Barry, 
Kiersten Price-Wilson and 
Maiya Eskew along with 
sophomore Tayler Barry 
were selected for  first team 
honors. The Barry sisters 
voted as unanimous selec-
tions. Titan senior Grace 
Burnside and freshman Bel-
la Dudley were named to 
the second team.

Tayler Barry led the Ti-
tans in scoring averaging 
15.8 points a game. She was 
second on the team in steals 
averaging 4.5 a contest and 
led the team in free throw 
percentage at 79 percent.  
Harley Barry was third in 
scoring at 11.8 a game while 
leading the team in assists 
(4.5 a game), and steals 
(5.4 a game) while she was 
second in rebounding (4.1 
a game). Price-Wilson was 
the second leading scorer 
at 12.5 a contest and Eskew 
was third in steals a game at 
3.9 a game.

Burnside led the team 
in rebounds per game at 
4.5 having grabbed 12 re-
bounds. Dudley was a key 
sixth player off the bench.

LADY TIGERS HONORS ANNOUNCED

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Lady Tigers officially concluded their 2018-2019 season Sunday with their annual awards night in The Den at Paris 
High School. Pictured, from left, are Coach Dave Tingley, Madison Rigdon, Jenna Gates, Brooklyn Westerfield, Emily Roush, 
Karrington Krabel, Kelsey Crampton and Kate Littleton.

Lady Tigers celebrate season

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Paris Lady Tigers put a ribbon 
on their 2018-2019 basketball season 
last Sunday as they held their awards 
banquet in The Den at Paris High 
School.

There were numerous individual 
awards handed out, but two of the 
biggest awards were of the team va-
riety. The Lady Tigers won the Little 
Illini Conference title with a perfect 
8-0 mark, while also capturing the 
mid-season LIC Tournament champi-
onship for the second consecutive sea-
son. This years’ squad finished with a 
25-9 mark. The win total is tied for the 
second most wins in a season in school 
history. That feat has been accom-
plished four times previously, with the 
most recent time being the 2016-2017 
season.

Leading off the award ceremony 
were two special awards. The winner of 
the Methodist Men’s Sportsmanship 
Award, voted on by opposing coaches, 
was Brooklyn Westerfield. The Paris 
Sports Network Leadership award was 
shared by Westerfield and Karrington 
Krabel.

Junior varsity coach Missy Tingley 
followed at the podium and handed 
out awards to her team that lost only 
one game this past season. 

The JV team also finished with a per-
fect mark in LIC competition.

Winner of the best offensive player 
award was freshman Katelyn Littleton. 

Fellow freshman Kenzie Hutchings 
earned the best defensive player award 
for her rebounding and ball-hawking 
skills. Junior Kendra Cartright was 
awarded the coveted Tiger Award for 
her leadership both on and off the 
court. Sophomore Emma Henderson 
earned the most improved plaque.

Varsity coach Dave Tingley took his 
turn on the dais to hand out awards to 
his squad. 

The Dan Johnson Hustle Award 
went to Brooklyn Westerfield. Junior 
Karrington Krabel took home both 
the best offensive and best defensive 

player awards. She also led the team 
with an overall field goal percentage of 
47 percent. 

The Tiger Award went to junior Kel-
sie Crampton. Coach Tingley praised 
Crampton for her leadership on the 
court and in the huddle and stated that 
she is an extension of him on the floor.

For the second consecutive season, 
junior Jenna Gates earned the best free 
throw percentage award shooting an 
incredible 89 percent from the charity 
stripe. Gates also led the team with 192 
assists on the year. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Four Lady Tigers earned Little Illini Conferance all-conference honors for their 
play the past season. Honored were, from left, Jenna Gates, first team for the sec-
ond consecutive year, Brooklyn Westerfield, honorable mention; Madison Rigdon, 
second team as a freshman and Karrington Krabel, first team all-conference.

4 Paris players earn LIC 
honors s team wins second 
consecutive league title

See HONORS, Page 12A
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CONGRATULAT IONS !
We're proud of you!

Congratulations 
to Kiersten & The Lady Titans

on a great year!
We are so proud of you, Kiersten!

We love you! Granny & Gramps

Congratulations 
Lady Titans 

on a job well done!
The Dave Smith Family

Proud to provide
your athletic trainer!

MyHorizonHealth.org

Congratulations on an outstanding year!

Congratulations 
 Lady Titans!

Chrisman
 202 W. Madison 

Chrisman, IL 61924
(217)269-2339

Paris
600 E. Jasper Street

Paris, IL 61944 
(217)465-6360

Georgetown 
111 South Main Street
Georgetown, IL 61846  

(217)662-2166

Congratulations 
on a great year!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  • 217-921-3216

Titans end historic season
Tri-County girls bring home fourth place from the IHSA Class 1A state tourney; Finish the season 26-5
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122744@yahoo.com

NORMAL — The 
Tri-County Titans put up 
a fight, but fell to the Lew-
istown Indians 67-53 in the 
third place game at the IHSA 
Class 1A state finals Saturday, 
Feb. 23, at Redbird Arena on 
the campus of Illinois State 
University.

After suffering a heart-
breaking one-point loss on 
Friday, Feb. 22, to Lanark 
(Eastland) in the IHSA Class 
1A state semifinals, the Titans 
had less than 24 hours to re-
group and return on Saturday 
morning. They were  facing 
the second-ranked Lew-
istown Indians in the third 
place contest with one more 
opportunity to end the season 
with a win.  

This game — win or lose 
— was the final game the 
five Titan seniors — Kiersten 
Price-Wilson, Grace Burn-
side, Harley Barry, Meredith 
Smith, and Maiya Eskew — 
would don the Titans colors 
on the court. 

The Indians — who were 
making their first appearance 
in 19 years in the Final Four  
— made that task very diffi-
cult.

Lewistown used a strong 
second quarter to pull out to 
a 15-point halftime lead then 
held off a strong Titan rally 
in the fourth quarter to pull 
away for a 67-53 win, grab-
bing the third place trophy.

In the first couple of min-
utes  of Saturday’s contest,  
the Titans g0t off to a quick 
start leading 4-0 thanks to 
shots by Harley Barry and Ki-
ersten Price-Wilson.  

The Indians showed some 
deceptive speed quickly go-
ing down the court on made 
Titan shots and scoring six 

unanswered points thanks 
to the duo of Sydney Shaef-
fer and Anna Heffern giving 
Lewistown a 6-4 edge at the 
5:54 mark of the first quarter.

After the teams traded 
buckets, the Indians made 
another run, scoring five un-
answered points giving Lew-
istown a 13-8 lead.  The Titans 
then went on a 7-2 run late in 
the quarter as both Harley 
and Tayler Barry made layups 
to cut the deficit to 15-14. The 
Indians scored the final four 
points at the free throw line 
making the score 19-14 at the 
end of the first eight minutes.

The Indians dominated the 
second quarter, stretching out 
their advantage to as high as 
16 points with 3:54 remain-
ing in the half. 

The Titans also had to en-

dure some foul trouble once 
again as Maiya Eskew had to 
sit all of the second quarter 
due to three quick fouls in 
the opening stanza.  Once the 
halftome buzzer sounded, the 
Titans trailed by 13 points,  
40-27.

The Titans moved from 
going man-to-man into their 
tough 1-3-1 zone in the third 
quarter. That move started to 
pay dividends as TCT me-
thodically went inside the 
paint then getting to the free 
throw line. The Titans were a  
perfect 12 for 12 at the charity 
stripe in the quarter.  

The Indians, however, kept 
countering with strong bench 
play as Lewistowns faced foul 
troubles of their own.  Fast 
break points kept Lewistown 
ahead 57-43 going into the fi-

nal eight minutes of play.
That was where the Titans 

made their run.
Tri-County came out of 

the gates strong in the final 
stanza going scoring eight 
unanswered points in the first 
2:36 seconds. The Titans took 
advantage of Lewistown turn-
overs to cut the deficit to just 
six points at 57-51.  

In the end, the gas in the 
tank finally ran out on the 
Titans as the Indians finish-
ing the game on a 10-2 run to 
complete the 14 point win.

Head Coach Joe Morrisey 
summed up the experience 
the past two days as one he 
will never soon forget getting 
the first trophy in program 
history.

“It’s the first one ever for 
me, which is awesome,” he 

said. “I’ve been coaching 
since I was 16 years old, and 
now I’m 52, so 36 years I have 
been coaching.  The girls that 
are sitting here with me have 
been leaders.  They’re not just 
awesome basketball players, 
but awesome young ladies.”

He also talked about how 
he outguessed himself going 
man-to-man early on and not 
the 1-3-1 zone they are used 
to playing.  Once they got the 
zone working, it threw Lew-
istown off a bit.

The Titans were 15 of 50 
overall for 30 percent and 23 
of 30 from the free throw line 
for 76.7 percent.  

Kiersten Price-Wilson fin-
ished her Titan career as the 
leading scorer with 19 points. 
Tayler Barry netted 14 points 
and grabbed four steals.  Har-
ley Barry scored 10 points 

and Grace Burnside grabbed 
in 12 rebounds.

The Indians were 19 of 39 
for 48.7 percent and 24 of 28 
from the line for 85.7 percent. 

Sydney Shaeffer led 
all-scorers with 23 points 
while Anna Heffern added 14 
and Libby Hopkins had 10.

Despite the loss, it is an ex-
perience that the Barry sisters 
will cherish forever.

“It feels great experiencing 
this with each other,” Harley 
said.   “Knowing that I have 
my sister, and she has my 
back, just working together as 
a team, along with the other 
girls, it makes a special bond 
that we will remember for the 
rest of our lives.”

The Titans finish the sea-
son in fourth place at 29-6 
overall and 5-0 in the LOVC 
Southeast.

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

The tears turned to smiles as the Tri-County Titans hoisted the 
fourth place state tourney trophy Saturday, Feb. 23, at Redbird 
Arena in Normal. The Titans completed an historic season by 
winning the regional, sectional and supersectional to make it to 
the state finals. 

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

As the clock wound down to end their historic season, it was an emotional time for the Tri-County 
Titans, who consoled each other following their 67-53 loss in the third place game of the IHSA 
Class 1A state tourney Saturday, Feb. 23.

Titan’s continued to fight and scrape to the end
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

NORMAL — It may not 
have been the trophy they 
had hoped to be hoisting at 
the conclusion of the IHSA 
Class 1 A state tourney, but 
the Tri-County Tirans girls 
team showed their grit and 
determination in the third 
place game Saturday, Feb. 23 
at Redbird Arena.

The Titan team is full of un-
relenting individuals who are 
never prepared to give up or 
quit on each other. That bond 
of friendship and camaraderie 
spurred the group through 
the 2018-19 season and into 
the state finals. 

It was that same spirit that 
nearly allowed the Lady Ti-
tans to storm back from a 
17-point deficit in their even-
tual 67-53 loss to state-ranked 
#2 Lewistown on Saturday 
(2/23) afternoon in the third-
place game of the IHSA State 
Finals. 

“It has been an amazing 
journey for us all this year 
and the girls on this team 
are leaders and great young 
ladies,” Head coach Joe Mor-
risey said. “This is a great step 
for our program and these 
girls.”

The Titans fell behind early 
in the game, succumbing to 
a quick 13-10 run by Lew-
istown. Tri-County attempt-
ed to adjust to the speed of 
the Indians but seeminged to 
be overwhelmed by the pace. 
Sophomore Tayler Barry led 
the team with four points as 
they ended the first quarter 
trailing 19-14. 

Lewistown hit consecutive 
three-point shots in the first 
minute of the second quarter 
to push their lead to 25-18. 
Tri-County gave up multiple 
turnovers throughout the 
ensuing possessions and al-
lowed an 8-0 run, stumbling 
into a 33-18 hole. 

“We fell behind but we nev-
er gave up,” senior Kiersten 
Price-Wilson said. “We knew 
we only had so much time left 
on the court together and we 
gave it our all.”

The Titans were able to bul-
ly their way back into the paint 
and get to the free throw line, 
finishing the second quar-
ter down 42-27. Tri-County 

made it a point of their game 
to draw fouls and get to the 
charity stripe, going 23 of 30 
from the line. 

Lewiston struck quickly in 
the opening seconds of the 
third quarter, pushing their lead 
to their biggest at 17 points. 

Tri-County continued to 
be aggressive with the ball 
and began to use a press-de-
fense against the Indians. The 
tactic worked as the Titans 
forced turnover after turnover 
by their opponent. With 1:54 
left in the quarter, the Titans 
trailed just 48-39 and had 
flipped the momentum to 
their side. Titan Grace Burn-
side dominated the boards 

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

The Tri-County Titan bench explodes with enthusiasm for teammates on the floor as TCT makes a comeback in the fourth quarter 
of the Saturday, Feb. 23, IHSA Class 1A state tourney third place game.

through the evening, grab-
bing a team high 13 rebounds 
in the contest. Indian junior 
Sydney Shaeffer hit two quick 
three-pointers to give Lew-
istown a 57-43 advantage 
heading into the fourth quar-
ter. 

“All year we have said never 
quit, never quit, never quit,” 

Morrisey said. “The seniors 
realized that there wasn’t 
much time left in their career 
on the court and kept push-
ing.”

Tri-County continued to 
be aggressive on both ends 
of the court in the final peri-
od as Harley Barry and Kier-
sten Price-Wilson continued 

to hurt Lewistown from the 
field. Price-Wilson was dom-
inant, scoring a team-high 19 
points in her final game as a 
Titan. 

“The momentum helped 
to get us going towards the 
end,” Harley Barry said. “We 
just didn’t have enough left to 
push us through.” 

Tri-County adamantly 
chipped away at the deficit, 
pulling to within six points at 
57-51 with five minutes left 
in regulation. Late turnovers, 
missed shot opportunities 
and heavy foul trouble halt-
ed the thriving Tri-County 
charge, leaving them on the 
backside of a 67-53 loss. 

Tri-County was held score-
less from behind the three-
point line in the contest, 
going 0-13 from the field. 
The team was also burdened 
with fouls with four players 
racking up four or more fouls 
and two of them fouling out. 
Tri-County finished the sea-
son 29-6. 

“It means a lot to have 
made it here (to the state fi-
nals),” Grace Burnside said. 
“We have been pushing to-
wards this since our fresh-
man year and even though 
we didn’t win it was great to 
make it here.” 
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Students win
with wind.

The Harvest Ridge Wind Farm 
will pay more than $19 million 
to the Shiloh School District 
over the next 30 years.

State tourney 2019: A lifetime of memories

Jesse Jones/Courtesy of the Oakland  Independent

Members of the 2019 IHSA Class 1A fourth place team shoe off their medals and trophy following the third place game against Lewistown Saturday, Feb. 23. Team members are front row, from left, Grace 
Burnside, Meredith Smith, Harley Barry, Kiersten Price-Wilson and Maiya Eskew. Standing, from left,  Hugar Morrisey, Coach Joe Morrisey, Melia Eskee, Bella Dudley, Lillie Cox, Tayler Barry, Caroline Smith,  
Izzy Carrol and assistant coach Alyssa Childress.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Coach Joe Morrisey right, holds the fourth place state tourney 
trophy with his father, Tom Morrisey of Paris. The entire Mor-
risey family attended the state tourney.

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

Senior Harley Berry goes in for an uncontested layup in the 
IHSA third place game Saturday, Feb. 23, at Redbird Arena.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Upon their arrival back home early Saturday evening, the Tri-County Titan girls basketball team was honored with a reception 
with the voice of the Titans, Tim Hendershot at master of ceremonies. Each girl expressed their thanks to everyone who made 
the state tourney weekend one to remember. The team and coaches were transported to Normal in a limo, attended the state 
tourney banquet and traveled to a local high school Thursday for a final practice.

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

At left, Senior Meredith Smith 
looks for a pass from a team-
mate in the Saturday, Feb. 23, 
IHSA Class 1A state tourney 
third place game. The 5-3 guard 
came off the bench for the 
Titans throughout the season 
to spell starters.

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

Above, Titan sophomore guard 
Tayler Barry goes up for a shot 
in the Saturday, Feb. 23, third 
place game in the IHSA Class 
1A state tourney. Tayler and 
her sister, Harley, were named 
to the honorable mention 
all-state team prior to the 
tournament finals.

At right, Titan senior center 
Kiersten Price-Wilson made 
her presence known in the 
paint in Saturday’s IHSA state 
tourney. Price-Wilson scored 
19 points to lead the Tri-Coun-
ty offensive attack.
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Your One-Stop
LIQUOR STORE

(217) 463-5010
601 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL  61944

We also have....
Lottery, Video Gaming, Groceries and Great Wine  Selection

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

**Watch for our in-store specials!**

for all your beer, wine & liquor needs.

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

Order Deadlines

Grass Carp Fish Orders:  
April 3, 2019

All Other Fish Orders: 
April 11, 2019

Edgar Couty Soil & 

Water Conservation District

Now is the time to order
 your fish for Spring 

stocking of your ponds

 For information on availability or order foms
please call Tara at 217-465-5325 ext. 3 or

tara.hopkins@il.nacdnet.net

Pick-up Dates and Times

Fish Delivery Date: April 19 at 11:00 a.m.

SPRING FISH SALE

TIME 
TO 

ORDER 
FISH

Sanders finished with one 
point.

The Bears will meet the Ti-
gers on Sunday as they battle 
for third place at 3:15 p.m. 
The Panthers will face the 
Colts in the championship 
game at 4:30 p.m. 

CONSOLATION BRACKET
HAWKS 26, LIONS 25

In the first game Monday 
evening of the Consolation 
Bracket it was basketball at its 
best. The Hawks held a small 
lead at the end of first quarter 
leading 7 – 6. The Hawks in-
creased their lead 11 -7 in the 
second quarter. Both teams 
played some aggressive bas-
ketball during the third quar-
ter and hit some shots. The 
Hawks outscored the Lions 
by a bucket and held an 18 – 
13 lead heading into the final 
period. The fourth quarter 
was explosive and the Lions 

were fierce as they fought 
back but ran out of time fall-
ing to the Hawks 26 -25.

Bradley Litteral played 
well through the evening for 
the Hawks with nine points 
while Dominic Asbury had 
eight points. Madox Hutch-
ings, Carter Wilson, Emma 
Kraemer and Alivyah Lank-
ster each had two points and 
Brody Bishop finished with a 
free throw.

John Heelan was the high 
guy with 11 points for the Li-
ons. Following right behind 
his teammate was Eli Brinker-
hoff with 10 points. Samantha 
Kindred had three points and 
Brody Quinn had one point. 

CARDINALS 30, EAGLES 18
At the end of the first quar-

ter the Cardinals held a 6 – 2 
lead. The Eagles fought back 
throughout the second quar-
ter though and trailed the Car-
dinals by only two at 11 – 9. 
After returning from halftime, 
the Cards held on to their lead 

and pushed the score to 19 – 
14 going into the final quarter. 
The Cardinals dominated the 
fourth quarter as they scored 
11 points while holding the 
Eagles to four points.

Carter Eastham led the 
Cardinals with 16 points. 
Dylan Lucas and Carter 
Crippes had six points each. 
Myah Bartos scored a basket.

Carson Kollman stepped 
up his game and was the high 
point for the Eagles with his 
10 points. Savannah New-
comer, Carson Throneburg 
and Ethan Brown each had 
a bucket. Sophie Henderson 
and Zavier Quinn had one 
point each.

 The Hawks will play the 
Cardinals at 12:45 p.m. on 
Sunday for the Consolation 
Championship. At 20 p.m. the 
Lions and Eagles will face off. 

OPENING ROUND
Opening day of the 55th 

Paris City League Tourna-
ment at Eveland Gym Sun-

day, the Panthers, Tigers, 
Bears and Colts each claimed 
victories.

PANTHERS 60, LIONS 14
In the first game of the af-

ternoon the Panthers hand-
ed the Lions more than they 
could handle taking control 
of the game from the begin-
ning. Panther Drew Johnson 
was the high-point guy for 
the afternoon with 21 points. 
Jackson Rigdon had 11 points 
and Karic Mason added eight 
points. Dylan Blair and Luke 
Stuck each had six points. 
Dawson Rogers and Sean 
Dunn finished the books with 
four points each.

Lion John Heelan fin-
ished the day with six points. 
Eli Brinkerhoff scored four 
points and Kilee Edwards and 
Brody Quinn each had two 
points.

TIGERS 40, HAWKS 24
The Tigers will advance in 

play as they rolled over the 

TOURNEY
FROM PAGE 9A

Jude Sullivan netted nine 
points each. Dustin Creech 
added five points and Bryce 
Gladding chipped in with 
two points. 

The Tigers shot well from 

two-point range-hitting 
59 percent of their shots, 
but they could not match 
Charleston’s efficiency from 
3-point range as the Trojans 
knocked down eight treys in 
the game. 

Paris turned the ball over 
16 times in the contest.

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00

Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)
Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00
*** Punch Card will have a total of 30 punches.  For each 18 hole round, your card will be punched 3 times; 
for each 9 hole round, your card will be punched 2 times.  Good Weekdays and Weekends.  NOT VALID 
FOR TOURNAMENTS OR OUTINGS. THESE CARDS ARE TO BE USED BY ONE INDIVIDUAL ONLY!!!

928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates2019

Hawks in the second game of 
the afternoon. Koen Brinker-
hoff and Ty King led the Ti-
gers with nine points each. 
Maize Hawkins had seven 
points and Brian Smith ended 
with six points. Garret Rigdon 
had three points for the after-
noon while Brody Whitaker 
and Caison Whitaker scored 
two points each.

Madox Hutchings was 
hot for the Hawks with his 
14 points. Bradley Litteral 
pumped in three buckets for 
six points.  Dominic Asbury 
had a bucket.

BEARS 34, EAGLES 13
In the third game of the day 

teams were evenly matched 
throughout the opening quar-
ter as the Bears held an 11 – 8 
lead at the end of the first. The 
remainder of the game saw the 
Bears clinch the win. Austin 
Pardi was the leading scorer 
for the Bears with 12 points. 
Jacob Staley helped his team 
with seven points. Nathan 
Fonner and Parker Sanders 
each had four points. Gabriel 
Roush had a bucket and free 
throw for three points. Con-
ner Little had two points and 
Eyan Keys and Charlie Ford 
each had one point.

The Eagles were led by Car-
son Kollman with four points. 
Murray Smith, Mason Bar-
rett, Landon Gerberding and 

Carson Throneburg had two 
points each and Savannah 
Newcomer had a single free 
throw.

COLTS 33, CARDINALS 27
At the end of the first quar-

ter tthe Colts and Cardinals 
were tied 5-5. The Colts out-
scored the Cardinals 8-3 in 
the second quarter to take a 
13-8 lead. 

The third quarter was a 
struggle for the Cardinals and 
it looked like things would 
just grow worse as they could 
only connect with four points 
while the Colts racked up 
12 more points to take a 25-
12 lead. But play intensified 
during the final quarter as 
the Cardinals got within four 
points before falling to the 
Colts 33-27.

Leading the Colts was 
Rickie White with 13 points. 
Mason Byrnes put in 6 of 14 
free throws for six points. 
Gaige Burks and Owen 
Jones each had four points 
through the afternoon. Drake 
Thompson, Dylan Flores and 
Brayden Mills had two points 
each.

Cardinal Carter Eastham 
led the team with 13 points. 
Carter Crippes and Chance 
Chaney each had four points. 
Bella Moreschi and Dylan Lu-
cas each had a free throw and 
a bucket. 

HONORS
FROM PAGE 9A

Freshman Katelyn Little-
ton led the team from three-
point range, shooting 29 per-
cent from behind the arc. 

Krabel was not finished 
gathering hardware for the 
evening. The junior also 
earned honors for leading 
the team in rebounds(271), 
steals(77), as well as earning 
the most improved award.

Westerfield and Emilee 
Roush were both honored 
as recipients of the Senior 
Award for their participation 
throughout their careers.

Capping off the afternoon 
was the all-conference honors 
earned by the Tigers. Krabel 
and Gates were each named 
to the first team. Freshman 
Madyson Rigdon earned 
second-team mention; and 
Westerfield was an honorable 
mention. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Senior Brooklyn Westerfield, right, was presented the Methodist 
Men’s Club Sportsmanship Award for the past girls basketball 
season. Presenting the award is Rick Brinkerhoff.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?



BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

I’ve previously written briefly 
about the wonder that is the In-
stant Pot on this page but I wanted 
to share what I’ve learned from my 
nearly yearlong foray into the world 
this kitchen marvel has opened for 
me.

First of all, for those of you who 
may not know, an Instant Pot is an 
electric pressure cooker but also 
a slow cooker, yogurt maker, rice 
cooker, big sauté pot, steamer and 
more. Bonus: It cooks food 70 per-
cent faster than traditional cooking 
methods and it is all done in one 
pot.

I am devotee of Alton Brown of 
the Food Network. I learned more 
from his “Good Eats” show than any 
of the cooking classes and demon-
strations I’ve ever attended. One of 
Alton’s Rules — as I like to call them 
— is never purchase a kitchen item 
that only does one thing. He has long 
espoused his gospel of multi-tasking 
to anyone and everyone who listens 
to him.

Enter then, my friends, the Instant 
Pot. It does everything. By every-
thing, I do mean everything— in-
cluding being able to go in the dish-
washer.

The Instant Pot provides essential-
ly the functionality of the stovetop 
with the ease and convenience of the 
slow cooker.

It’s a stovetop, (with pan includ-
ed) pressure cooker and slow cooker 
all in one.

When the meal is done, the large 
stainless steel pot insert goes right in 
the dishwasher.

If I forget to defrost the meat, it’s 
no problem. The Instant Pot can 
handle frozen foods like a champ, in-
cluding frozen chicken, fish and even 
ground beef.

I make breakfast, lunch and dinner 
in it — and reheat the leftovers in it 
too.

I’ve used a slow cooker for many 
years — so much so that it was a 
birthday present once from my hus-
band, Don. The problem is the slow 
cooker isn’t known for speed. It re-
quires advance planning — which 
I often fail to achieve — and it just 
can’t replicate the taste of something 
cooked on the stovetop or in the 
oven. 

Additionally, I hate the browning 
or searing phase most meats require, 
prior to being put into the slow cook-
er. It takes extra dishes and extra 
work to transfer food from the stove-
top to slow cooker.

But the Instant Pot does not re-
quire those extra steps. 
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The teaching staff at Eisen-
hower Jr. High School, Carls-
bad, N.M., was no less than 

outstanding. 
Some teach-
ers stood out 
as the best, 
and perhaps 
none ranked 
higher in 
esteem 
than Mrs. 
Halyard, 
a young 
English 

instructor.  
This lady set high goals and 

accomplished them. Her stu-
dents were excellent workers, 
kept the classroom spic and 
span like an army barracks and 
exhibited nothing less than 
top-notch behavior. They liked 
Mrs. Halyard who could be 
fun, cheerful and so praisewor-
thy. None was ever tempted to 
violate her trust.

Chiefly for this reason, Mrs. 
Halyard grew a little careless 
and irresponsible. She knew 
her mid-afternoon class was 
flawless and dependable. Thus 
for approximately five to 10 
minutes, the lady, on a daily 
basis, abandoned her class and 
tippy-toed downstairs to the 
teachers’ lounge where she 
took some welcome cigarette 
puffs while gabbing with two 
of her best pals, Miss Lewes 
and Mrs. Powerjay.  

It was a welcome break. 
However, the latter two 
teachers were on their prep 
periods, whereas Mrs. Halyard 
was supposed to be teaching 
in the classroom. She gambled 
that Mr. Olan, a principal with 
a no-nonsense reputation, 
wouldn’t notice her cheating 
behavior.

This little ruse of Mrs. 
Halyard might’ve worked 
forever, but someone upset 
the apple cart. Predictably, it 
was the school’s gym teacher 
and coach, Mr. Tygart. I say 
predictably because this guy, 
a 12-year veteran teacher, was 
a fun-loving prankster.  His 
stunts became the stuff of 
legend.

One warm spring day Mrs. 
Halyard returned to her class 
to discover an empty room. All 
of her 24 students were gone. 
Their books and papers were 
on their desks, but they had 
vanished. This wasn’t like her 
class. It had never happened 
before. She panicked.

What actually occurred 
was Mr. Tygart’s brief entry 
into the room. He quickly and 
quietly escorted the students 
in an orderly fashion to the in-
dustrial arts shop and hid them 
in the attic where lumber and 
plywood were stored. They 
were fearful of Mrs. Halyard’s 
wrath at first, but Mr. Tygart 
promised to absorb any and 
all blame. Then the students 
thought it was funny.

Mrs. Halyard hurriedly 
trod to every classroom, 
forcing visual inspection 
and verbal inquiry. Her 
class wasn’t located, nor did 
any teacher seem to know 
any information. A search 
of the playground yielded 
no clues, either. Here was a 
teacher with no class, a most 

A strange 
case of 
vanishing 
students

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

Midnight frequented a 
dumpster behind a fast-food 
joint. The fine establishment 
specialized 
in fish sand-
wiches. 

One 
night, in 
the midst of 
a Halibut, 
he was 
rescued by a 
well-mean-
ing em-
ployee. 
But, as she 
discovered, alley cats are 
neither grateful, nor inclined 
to domestication.

The woman, at length, de-
spairing of attempts to make 
Midnight a good kitty cat, 
took out an ad in the news-
paper, imploring someone 
to take him. We went to her 
house to check him out. The 
woman said he was in another 
room. 

I wondered at the time why 
she had the door padlocked, 
and carried a whip. We heard 
a lot of hissing, screeching 
and growling.

Finally, the woman 
emerged in the wake of a 
disagreement. Her hair was 
a mess and she had scratches 
on her arms. 

Midnight curled up in 
JL’s lap. They were kindred 
spirits. Our son’s full name is 
James Lee, but condensed for 
obvious reasons. The police, 
teachers and old ladies hated 
him. He was the scourge of 
the neighborhood. 

He and Midnight were kin-
dred spirit – both stubborn, 
defiant and determined to do 
things their own way. When 
JL was a couple of years old, 
on one occasion, my daughter 
demanded I spank him. The, 
reason escapes me, but yield-
ing to her wishes, I spanked 
him gently, on his bottom.

JL jumped up and down, 
yelling, “Hit me again. Hit me 
again.” 

Michelle shouted, “Don’t 
you spank him.” 

It taught me one thing, cor-
porate punishment did not 
work. I never did it again.

He turned out fine, after 
fulfilling his pledge to gradu-
ate from high school with the 
lowest grade point average 
possible. During his tenure, 
he spent a great deal of time 
in the principal’s office. But, 
he blew through the univer-
sity’s admission’s test, which 
he could have avoided had he 
scanned his textbooks.

JL received degrees in 
microbiology and organic 
chemistry. The entire police 
force, all of his teachers, 
prison wardens and a legion 
of old ladies were stunned. 
Sometimes, defiance and 
stubbornness need to be 
counted as virtues.

What age Midnight was, no 
one was sure. He had suffered 
an injury to his left leg and 
exhibited scars, the result of 
many fights. He turned out 
to be a good cat, despite his 
independence.

Every morning he tore 
through the house, skidding 
on the hardwood floors and 
leaping on furniture.

The curtains closed with 
a jump into the bathroom 
tub. One morning he exited 
soaked and spitting mad.

Midnight smacked JL’s 

Cat, owner 
are a match

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

Instant Pot offers options
Special to The Prairie Press 

The Instant Pot is a multi-tasking kitchen appliance and can prepare all of the food items pictured here from fried rice to corn 
on the cob to chicken as well as stews and soups. 

The sauté setting allows you to 
perform any browning or sautéing 
functions right in the same pot. 
There’s no transferring, no spilling, 

and only one dish to clean up — 
which can go in the dishwasher.

I’ve tried everything — eggs, 

INSTANT POT KETO 
MEDITERRANEAN CHICKEN

8 bone-in, skin-on chicken thighs 
(about 3 pounds)

Kosher salt and freshly ground 
black pepper

1 tablespoon olive oil
3 cloves garlic, thinly sliced
1 cup pitted kalamata olives
2 tablespoons capers
2 tablespoons white wine vinegar
1 1/2 teaspoons dried oregano 
1 cup whole-milk Greek yogurt
1/4 cup fresh flat-leaf parsley, 

roughly chopped
2 tablespoons fresh mint leaves, 

roughly chopped
1 teaspoon lemon zest plus 1 table-

spoon lemon juice

Set Instant Pot® to high saute (see 
Cook’s Note) and allow it to heat up for 
5 minutes. Meanwhile, liberally sprinkle 
the chicken on both sides with salt and 
pepper. Add the oil to the pot. Add half 
of the chicken skin-side down and cook 

until the skin is deeply browned, 6 to 8 
minutes. Flip the chicken and cook until 
the second side is deeply browned, 4 to 
6 minutes. Transfer to a plate. Repeat 
with the remaining chicken. 

Add the garlic to the pot and cook, 
stirring constantly, until lightly browned 
in spots, about 1 minute. Add the olives, 
capers, vinegar, oregano and 1/2 cup 
water and stir to combine, using a 
wooden spoon or spatula to scrape up 
any browned bits at the bottom of the 
pot. Turn off the heat and add the rack 
on top of the olive mixture with the 
handles facing up. Nestle the chicken on 
the rack skin-side up. 

Follow the manufacturer’s guide for 
locking the lid and preparing to cook. Set 
to pressure cook on high for 10 minutes.  

INSTANT POT STEAMED RICE 

2 cups long-grain rice
1 teaspoon kosher salt

Rinse the rice under cold running 
water until the water runs clear; drain 
well. Stir the rice, salt and 2 cups water 
together in a 6-quart Instant Pot® and 
follow the manufacturer’s guide for 
locking the lid and preparing to cook. 
Set to pressure cook on high for 10 
minutes (see Cook’s Note). After the 
pressure cook cycle is complete, follow 
the manufacturer’s guide for natural 

release and wait until the natural release 
cycle is complete, about 10 minutes. 
Be careful of any remaining steam and 
unlock and remove the lid. 

Using the tines of a fork, fluff the rice 
to separate the grains and serve. 

See INSTAPOT, Page 9B
See CODGER, Page 2B

A nighttime drive through 
the country during February 
and March may reveal a black 
furry animal with white stripes 
in the middle of the road. 

They only move less than 10 
miles per hour with a waddle. 
Drivers expect them to scurry 
away but often they don’t. 
Instead they stop in the road to 
stand their ground, choosing 
fight over flight. 

Hit one and it becomes a 
memorable experience, be-
cause this is the striped skunk. 
Drivers who get tagged with 
the musky scent will deal with 
it for a few days.

Late winter is breeding 
season so the skunks’ attention 
is on other things. Females 
are called does, and males are 
bucks. Both genders look the 

same. 
During courtship males 

use their spray to chase off 
other males. When a female 
is not interested she uses the 
olfactory dust-off to discour-
age a male until she finds one 
meeting her standards. 

 There is a 66-day gestation 
period and females  start hav-
ing litters of between four and 
six kits in April. Skunks are 
born helpless and blind and 
the female raises them with 
no help from the father. Does 
wean their young in late June 
or July when the kits are about 
two months old. Young skunks 
then have long summer days 
to learn to search for food, find 
habitat and be ready for winter.

Skunks are solitary animals 
that sleep during the day, 

making their home in log piles, 
under foundations and in the 
culverts along roadsides. Their 

housing 
is always 
temporary. 
They keep 
moving, but 
never travel 
more than 
about two 
miles.

Skunks 
are omni-
vores, which 

means they eat both plants 
and animals. They like fruits, 
insects, worms, reptiles and 
rodents. Beekeepers have to 
fight skunks that often attack 
beehives and will eat honey-
bees as they come out. The 
stinging seems not to bother 

them. With a good memory for 
food, skunks will keep coming 
back to where pet food or 
garbage is available.

A skunk is smaller than a cat 
and has a small head. They are 
nocturnal animals with poor 
vision but possess both good 
hearing and sense of smell. 
Skunks have long claws and 
powerful front feet used to 
dig grubs in sod and tear open 
cavities. Normally, they come 
out about sunset and are active 
through the night. Extra cau-
tion should be taken with any 
skunks encountered during 
the day because the species 
is a major contributor to the 
spread of rabies.

A native species to North 
America, the official name for 
the skunk family is Mephiti-

dae, which means stink. Until 
about 15 years ago skunks were 
grouped with weasels, badgers 
and otters, but modern DNA 
decoding has revealed they 
separated from those species 
40 million years ago and are in 
a family all their own. 

As nocturnal animals, 
skunks have evolved to stand 
and fight when threatened. 
They stand their ground but 
will give a warning. Before it 
sprays, a skunk turns its back, 
lifts its tail, starts hissing and 
stamping its feet. These warn-
ings precede spraying.

A skunk’s stripes point 
directly to the two glands near 
the rectum. Under the tail on 
each side are nipples able to 
spray up to 15 feet. Each gland 
contains about a tablespoon of 

chemical or enough for about 
five sprays. Of course, they 
soon replenish their reserve.

The pungent chemical is a 
mixture of three sulfur com-
pounds called thiols related 
to rotten egg and decaying 
flesh smells, but more intense. 
It is thiol chemicals found in 
onions that cause burning and 
watering eyes.

The oily chemical is an 
alkaline or base. Upon contact, 
skunk spray bonds to skin, 
cloth or rubber, leaving the 
smell to linger for days. 

Tomato juice is often 
claimed as a home-remedy for 
removing skunk odor, but it is 
mostly ineffective. As an acid 
it will neutralize the base, but 
it only briefly masks the smell. 

Courtship in skunk society is an odiferous affair, upsetting one is worse

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

INSTANT POT HARD-BOILED EGGS

12 large eggs

Set the trivet in the bottom of a 
6-quart Instant Pot® multi-cooker. Gen-
tly place the eggs on top of the trivet. 
Pour 1 cup water into the pot. Follow the 
manufacturer’s guide for locking the lid 
and preparing to cook. Set to pres-
sure cook on low 4 minutes. After the 
pressure cycle is complete, follow the 
manufacturer’s guide for quick release 
and wait until the quick release cycle is 
complete. Be careful of any remaining 

steam and unlock and remove the lid. 
Using a slotted spoon, transfer the eggs 
to a large ice bath and let cool for about 
5 minutes. 

Remove the eggs from the ice bath 
and peel or refrigerate until ready to use.  
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TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, Feb. 21, with 17 members 
attending the meeting.  

Club members recognized 
were: Jean Daniels, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Wanda 
Luth, KOPS weekly best los-
er and winner of the walking 
drawing; Janet Embry, best 
walker; and Ruth Ann Knight 
won the food chart drawing.  

Members walked 54 miles 
for the week.  

TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 
8 a.m. and the meeting start-
ing at 9 a.m. Visitors and new 
members are always welcome 
and more information is avail-
able by calling 251-5190.

TOPS #IL 2318 met Tues-
day, Feb. 26, with 17 members 
weighing in and 16 members 
attending the meeting.

Club members recognized 
were: Verna Smith, TOPS 
weekly loser; Mary Ruth 
Clark, KOPS weekly loser; 
Marion Pate, KOPS draw-
ing winner; Nancy Norman, 
three-week loser; Myndy 
Wooten, top walker and top 
cyclist; and Patty Felgenhau-
er, top exerciser.

Wooten did the program of 
a red bag auction. 

TOPS #IL 2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the basement 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh in is 5:45-6:50 p.m., 
and the meeting starts at 7 
p.m. More information is 
available by calling 217-808-
0078 or 217-822-6300.

TOPS groups convene

February blood drive nets 50 units
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The February blood drive 
in Paris received 50 units of 
blood. 

Jane Adams was recognized 
as a 20-gallon donor, and Beth-
any Cunningham was a first 
time donor.

The First United Methodist 
Church provided the canteen. 
McDonald’s provided orange 
drink and Larson Woodyard 
& Henson provides all other 
supplies.

Lions Club members who 
helped set up the Knights of 
Columbus Hall and helped 
unload and load up the Red 

Cross equipment were Brad 
and Sharon Cash, Ron Stickler 
and Velda Vice.

Volunteer workers for the 
day were Debbie Watters, Bet-
ty Ray, Mary Lou Wilson, Vic-
ki Wilson, Rosemary Ogle and 
Nancy Englebright.

The next Red Cross blood 
draw is March 25.

MILESTONES

Parrish turns 105
Le Von “Bonnie” Parrish is 
celebrating her 105th birth-

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, en-
gagement, wedding or birth for free: email nzeman@prairiepress.
net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

Richardson graduates
Airman Jenna L. Richard-

son graduated from Air Force 
basic military training Febru-
ary 15, 2019 at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland, San Anto-
nio, Texas.

Richardson completed an 
intensive, eight-week program 
that included training in mil-
itary discipline and studies, 
Air Force core values, physical 
fitness, and basic warfare prin-
ciples and skills.

Airmen who complete ba-
sic training earn four credits 
toward an associate in applied 
science degree through the 
College of the Air Force

Richardson is the daughter 
of William and Jamie Hick-
ey of Paris and Jerry and Sa-
mantha Richardson of Dana, 
Ind.  She attended Paris High 
School from 2013-2015 and 
graduated from South Vermil-

lion High School in Decem-
ber 2016.  

Richardson is currently at-
tending Tech School at Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas where 
she is being trained in the field 
of Aerospace Medical.  

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

puppy on the snoot with his 
claws not realizing, that Tofu 
would grow up to be a big 
dog and return the favor. His 
myriad of transgressions was 
profound.

Midnight met his demise 
on a local street. JL retrieved 
him. He shed a torrent of 
tears before wrapping him in 
a blanket. As he was full-blast 
mourning his precious feline, 

humbling and embarrassing 
experience.  

To make matters worse, 
the distressed voice of the 
principal crackled on the 
intercom network to every 
room, “Does anyone know 

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris Public Library 
added the following items 
to the collection during 
February.

FICTION
We Hope for Better Things – 
Erin Bartels
Who Killed the Fonz? – 

James Boice
Call Me Lonesome (large 
print) – Brett Cogburn
The Last Romantics – Tara 
Conklin
The Forgiving Kind – Donna 
Everhart
The Girl in the Glass Box – 
James Grippando
Three Little Words – Jenny 
Holiday

NEW AT THE LIBRARY

Nothing ruins a good day...or month...or year like chronic 

heartburn. When you’re “feeling the burn” more often than 

not, contact the heartburn specialists at Horizon Health. 

They can help you get back to enjoying food, life, and the 

celebrations that bring them together. Stop relying on over-

the-counter pills or other methods that just cover up the 

problem. Schedule an appointment today. 

Heartburn solutions 
at Horizon Health 

Call 217-466-4543 or visit MyHorizonHealth.org to learn more. 

MYHORIZONHEALTH.ORG

MORE YUM (LESS BURN)

 Will your mower be ready?
We sell Snapper, Country Clipper & Deines

Yard Stor Inc. 
1329 State Rt 1 Ridgefarm, IL 61870

Spring Service Specials
March - April - May

Call Allen or Diana to schedule    
      your appointment today!  

217-247-2122

The Groundhog 
says…

We also service Chainsaw, 
Trimmers, Generators and any 
lawn & garden small motors.

Don’t forget about our FREE pick-up
and delivery within a 15 mile radius!

Spr
in

g 

is
 

Com
in

g!

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 03/06:
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 03/08:
Chicken 

taco casserole,
garden salad,
chips & salsa

Thur 03/07:
Spaghetti 

w/meat sauce,
7-layer salad
 & garlic toast

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Always
Homemade!

something rubbed his leg. 
He planted the not-Mid-

night cat in the back alley. 
The following day, the utility 
company came around and 
fixed the cable.

 (Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He re-
cently started writing occasional 
columns for the fun of it, in which 
he offers a different look at life 
and aging. Email him at reynold-
sharry1943@gmail.com)

Out of the Dark – Gregg 
Hurwitz
The Lost Girls of Paris – Pam 
Jenoff
A Reason to Die (large print) 
– William W. Johnstone
The Wedding Guest – 
Jonathan Kellerman
Hard Ride (large print) – 
Elmer Kelton
In Dog We Trust – Beth 
Kendrick
I Owe You One (large print) 
– Sophie Kinsella
Cutting Edge – Ward Larsen
Finding Dorothy – Elizabeth 
Letts
The Good Ones – Jen 
McKinlay
Death by Committee – Alexis 
Morgan
The Sisters Hemingway – 
Annie England Noblin
A Dog Called Jack – Ivy 
Pembroke
Return to Vengeance Creek 
(large print) – Robert J. 
Randisi
Connections in Death (+ 
large print) – J.D. Robb
Court of Lies – Gerry Spence

NONFICTION
2019 North American Coins 
& Prices 
Black & Decker Codes for 
Homeowners – Bruce A. 
Barker
Quick & Legal Will Book – 
Denis Clifford (reference)

Never Home Alone – Rob 
Dunn
I Think You’re Wrong (But 
I’m Listening) – Sarah 
Stewart Holland
The Darkest Year: the 
American Home Front – 
William K. Klingaman
Dressing on the Side 
(and Other Diet Myths 
Debunked) – Jaclyn 
London
Paper Crafts: a Maker’s 
Guide
The Executor’s Guide – 
Mary Randolph
Every Landlord’s Legal 
Guide – Marcia Stewart 
(reference)
The Martha Manual – 
Martha Stewart
55, Underemployed, and 
Faking Normal – Elizabeth 
White
Instant Loss Cookbook – 
Brittany Williams

AUDIOBOOKS
Look Alive Twenty-Five – 
Janet Evanovich
Untouchable – Jayne Ann 
Krentz
The First Conspiracy – 
Brad Meltzer
The Chef – James 
Patterson
Kingdom of the Blind – 
Louise Penny
Turning Point – Danielle 
Steel

day 1-3 p.m. Saturday, March 
9, at Paris Healthcare.

Parrish has one son, Rob-
ert (Ruth Ellen) Yonce; two 
grandsons, Tim (Titiana) 
Yonce and Terry ( Jenny) 
Yonce; four great-grandchil-
dren, Brandy (Willie) Bar-
tusch, Stephanie ( Justen) 
Rollo, Heather Yonce and 
Nick (Emily) Yonce; and four 
great-great-grandchildren, Ja-
mie, Nicole, Chloe Bartusch 
and Kaden Yonce.

Friends and family are re-
quested to visit her during 
the reception or to send her 
a card at Room 99, Paris 
Healthcare.

the whereabouts of Mrs. 
Halyard’s English class? 
They’re missing. She can’t 
locate them.”

When Mr. Tygart pulled 
a prank, he went first-
class. No one realized the 
principal was a laughing 
participant in the clever 
stunt.

Mrs. Halyard returned 
to her classroom teary-
eyed to find her class back 
in place five minutes prior 
to dismissal time. Her 
students were reluctant to 
squeal on Mr. Tygart as 
the culprit at first, but you 
know kids. They can’t keep 
a secret for long.  

Interestingly, the prin-
cipal never mentioned the 
episode to anyone. Nor did 
Mrs. Halyard ever slip into 
the teachers’ lounge again.

(Allen “Big Al” Engle-
bright is a retired school-
teacher and storyteller. 
Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, 
Ill., 61944.)
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For nearly 30 years, a guide 
called the “Negro Motorist 
Green Book” provided Afri-
can Americans with advice 
on safe places to eat and sleep 
when they traveled through 
the Jim Crow-era United 
States.

“There will be a day some-
time in the near future when 
this guide will not have to be 
published. That is when we 
as a race will have equal op-
portunities and privileges in 
the United States. It will be 
a great day for us to suspend 
this publication for then we 
can go wherever we please, 
and without embarrassment.”

That was how the au-
thors of the “Negro Motor-
ist Green Book” ended the 
introduction to their 1948 
edition. In the pages that fol-
lowed, they provided a run-
down of hotels, guest houses, 
service stations, drug stores, 
taverns, barber shops and 
restaurants that were known 
to be safe ports of call for Af-
rican American travelers. The 
“Green Book” listed estab-
lishments in segregationist 
strongholds such as Alabama 
and Mississippi, but its reach 
also extended from Con-
necticut to California — any 
place where its readers might 
face prejudice or danger be-
cause of their skin color. With 
Jim Crow still looming over 
much of the country, a mot-
to on the guide’s cover also 
doubled as a warning: “Carry 
your Green Book with you 
— you may need it.”

First published in 1936, 
the Green Book was the 
brainchild of a Harlem-based 
postal carrier named Vic-
tor Hugo Green. Like most 
Africans Americans in the 
mid-20th century, Green had 
grown weary of the discrimi-
nation blacks faced whenever 
they ventured outside their 
neighborhoods. Rates of car 
ownership had exploded in 
the years before and after 
World War II, but the lure of 
the interstate was also fraught 
with risk for African Ameri-
cans. “Whites Only” policies 
meant that black travelers 
often couldn’t find safe plac-
es to eat and sleep, and so-
called “Sundown Towns” — 
municipalities that banned 
blacks after dark — were 
scattered across the country. 
As the foreword of the 1956 
edition of the Green Book 
noted, “the white traveler has 
had no difficulty in getting ac-
commodations, but with the 
Negro it has been different.”

Inspired by earlier books 
published for Jewish audienc-
es, Green developed a guide 
to help black Americans in-
dulge in travel without fear. 
The first edition of his Green 
Book only covered hotels and 
restaurants in the New York 
area, but he soon expanded 
its scope by gathering field 
reports from fellow postal 
carriers and offering cash 
payments to readers who 
sent in useful information. 
By the early 1940s, the Green 
Book boasted thousands of 
establishments from across 
the country, all of them ei-
ther black-owned or verified 
to be non-discriminatory. 
The 1949 guide encouraged 
hungry motorists passing 
through Denver to stop for 
a bite at the Dew Drop Inn. 

BY ROGER STANLEY
rstanley1037@hotmail.com

(Editor’s note: Much of the informa-
tion for this piece was gathered from a 
pamphlet originally written by Edyth Ste-
phens) 

The first public graduation of nurs-
es from Paris Hospital was held at the 
Presbyterian Church in Paris. Helen 
Arnold was superintendent of nurses 
and one of the seven women receiving 
a registered nurse diploma was Nettie 
Blue Pieper, an aunt to Edyth Stephens, 
who wrote about 20th century medi-
cine in Paris. 

In 1926, registered nurse Lillian Col-
lier Childress had quite an experience. 
She was waiting in the hall for a patient 
to finish using the bedpan when she 
heard a resounding crash. The patient 
had thrown the bedpan out the second 
story window, and he jumped out, too. 
That definitely caused a lot of excite-
ment. The man broke his shoulder, and 
it took the complete hospital staff to fi-
nally carry him back to his bed. 

Stephens entered training at Paris 
Hospital in 1927 as a probie, or start-
ing a probationary period, for the first 
six months. Those who made the grade 
were rewarded with their nurses’ caps 
at a special ceremony. 

She thought perhaps God awarded 
nurses with a star in their crowns recog-
nizing all that accompanied the nursing 
experience from seeing a baby being 
born to witnessing a death. 

Women who had their babies born 
in the hospital were expected to stay in 
bed for 10 days after the birth of their 
child. They were strongly encouraged 
to feed their newborns the natural way 

as formulas were not recommended. 
Those nursing mothers were put in 
binders to help support and regain the 
shape of the mother. 

A typical hospital bill for a new 
mother birthing a baby in 1930 and 
staying for nine days was $45.00 for 
the room, $5.00 for delivery, the baby 
care for nine days $13.50 for a total of 
$63.50. It was still rare for mothers to 
come to the hospital and only when a 
real difficult birth seemed eminent. 

The training of the nurses consisted 
of two years at Paris Hospital and then 
to St. John’s Hospital in Springfield for 
six months before returning to Paris 
for the last six months. The nurses in 
Springfield stayed in a nine-story facil-
ity, which was so much different than 
the nurses’ home just down the street 
from the hospital in Paris. They needed 
the training in obstetrics and children’s 
diseases because there were not many 
babies born in Paris Hospital. 

The Wall Street Crash of the early 
’30s brought a dramatic change to the 
hospital. Physician and surgeon Roland 
Hazen, the hospital’s founder, lost heav-
ily and felt he could not face the future. 
He shot himself in his own office while 
Stephens and another nurse were just 
outside of the door. 

During the following two-month 
period, surgeons came from Danville 
and Terre Haute to fill in for Hazen un-
til physician Howard D. Junkin bought 
the hospital on March 1, 1930. 

It was a tough time for those living 
in Paris with the breadlines long and 
banks closed. Government stamps 
were issued for sugar, shoes and soap 
so Stephens learned to make her own 

soap. 
The only real excitement in 1932 was 

when the Dillinger Gang came to town. 
There was a shoot-out on East Court 
Street with an officer from Indiana be-
ing killed and a gang member injured. 
He was sent to Paris Hospital, but he 
didn’t stay for long. Some of the other 
gang members rescued him by using 
an outside window before they disap-
peared. 

Another incident happened at Par-
is Hospital when the roof caught fire 
while Minnie Belle Chesrown Talbot 
was on duty and Junkin told the nurs-
es to evacuate the top floor. One of 
the nurses fainted and Chesrown told 
her to get up as they didn’t have time 
to faint. The fire truck came and in 

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

Of all the holidays on the 
calendar, Casimir Pulaski Day 
seems to get the least respect, 
mainly because most people 
know so little about him.  

“Isn’t he the Polish guy 
who helped train some of our 
troops in the Revolution?” 
pondered Alex Scherer, 26, 
of Carlinville. “I really don’t 
know anything other than 
that.”

Scherer is hardly alone. 
Though Illinois has celebrated 
the holiday on the first Mon-
day of March since 1977, few 
Prairie Staters have any idea 
who Casimir Pulaski is. 

“Holidays like Casimir Pu-
laski Day are ways for com-
munities to celebrate their 
heroes,” said Jan Lorys, di-
rector of the Polish Museum 
of America in Chicago. “It’s 

a very significant day for the 
Polish.” 

Illinois boasts nearly one 
million residents of Polish 
descent, second only to New 
York. Most are in the Chica-
go area, home to numerous 
Polish-American organiza-
tions and churches. There are 
also sizable numbers of Pol-
ish-Americans in Michigan 
and Wisconsin. 

Born March 4, 1747, Pu-
laski was a member of Polish 
nobility who fled his home-
land amid a failed uprising 
against Russian authority. He 
was introduced in France to 
American diplomat Benjamin 
Franklin, who sent him to the 
Revolutionary cause. 

“He was one of the first ma-
jor foreigners to volunteer his 
services to the Americans,” 
said Lorys. “He came at a time 
when the United States was re-

ally not winning the war, and 
he wanted to help.” 

In America, Pulaski quick-
ly distinguished himself at 
the battle of Brandywine in 
September 1777, which led 
to a promotion to brigadier 
general by commanding Gen. 
George Washington. He later 
fought well around Philadel-
phia and molded American 
horse soldiers into an effective 
fighting force. Some refer to 
Pulaski as the father of Amer-
ican cavalry. 

Subsequently ordered 
south, Pulaski’s success con-
tinued at Charleston. He was 
mortally wounded in action 
around Savannah, Ga., on Oct. 
9, 1779.

Pulaski’s valor and willing-
ness to fight for American 
independence made him a 
revered figure among Pol-
ish-Americans, and today his 

name graces landmarks na-
tionwide. At least six towns 
and seven counties across 
America carry his name, in-
cluding Mount Pulaski, a 
community of 1,600 residents 
in Logan County, and Pulaski 
County in extreme southern 
Illinois. 

Statues of Pulaski are found 
in numerous American cit-
ies, and there are many parks 
celebrating Pulaski, including 
a state park in Rhode Island. 
A number of schools bear his 
name. Pulaski is also honored 
with various bridges, includ-
ing spans in Brooklyn and 
Jersey City, and several streets 
and roads. 

A stretch of Interstate 65 in 
northwestern Indiana is desig-
nated Casimir Pulaski Memo-
rial Highway. The governor of 
Indiana issues an annual proc-
lamation in his honor, and sev-

eral municipalities in northern 
Indiana carry Polish names, 
including Koszcuisko County 
and the town of Warsaw. 

To honor the sesquicenten-
nial of his death in 1929, Con-
gress authorized each October 
11 as “General Pulaski Memo-
rial Day.” That is the date cho-
sen by some municipalities to 
honor Pulaski.  In 2009, Pulas-
ki posthumously became the 
seventh person to be awarded 
honorary American citizen-
ship by Congress. 

 In 1977, the state of Illinois 
designated the first Monday 
in March as Casimir Pulaski 
Day. A formal declaration was 
made 1986, and schools were 
given the option of observ-
ing the holiday. Many Illinois 
public schools are closed on 
Pulaski Day, though the holi-
day, as well as Columbus Day, 

I am pretty sure that 
was life was simpler before 
computers had completely 
invaded 
our coun-
try. Let’s 
look back 
to how the 
computer 
was in-
vented, al-
though it 
was then 
called a 
difference 
engine or 
mechanical calculator. 

In 1822 Charles 
Babbage, an Englishman, 
created a working comput-
er, but it was never put into 
use because he had neither 
the time nor the money 
to complete it. Maybe he 
thought it only an effort in 
futility and used his toes, 
fingers and head instead. 

The word computer 
started in the early 17th 
century and meant a hu-
man being who performed 
calculations. That concept 
lasted well until the end of 
the 19th century when a 
slow procession of inven-
tions started man to think 
again about a computer 
device. 

I think back to a time 
when I was starting to use 
mathematics to calculate 
numbers and thought how 
so many things in every day 
life had numbers connect-
ed to them. That was done 
with a pencil marking on 
an old yellow tablet at 
school as an output source. 
That was my printer. 

The first computer I 
knew anything about was 
inside my brain. Something 
there was telling me how to 
make sense of figures and 
the manipulation of them. 
I am not sure if it was hard 
wired or had any software, 
it depends on how hard 
headed I was, or did I have 
a soft bowl of mush sitting 
on my shoulders. The brain 
is the most important 
element in any computing 
system. 

We must look back at 
all the things that used to 

Life before 
computers 
was 
simpler

ROGER
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Immigrant, soldier, hero

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

The Edgar County Historical Society Museum collection includes medical equipment typically found in a doctor’s office 75 
years ago.  

Illinois began celebrating his holiday in 1977, but few Midwesterners still know the story of Casimir Pulsaski

See HOSPITAL, Page 4B

Special to The Prairie Press

Homer D. Junkin at the front desk of the 
Paris Hospital on Crawford Street. Junkin 
was the chief surgeon and one of the own-
ers of the old hospital for many years.

In Horizon Health

    Steve Benefiel R.PH                   Dustin Melton, R.PH.    
    Denise Allanson, R.PH     Missy Speicher, PharmD

Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

STATE OF THE ART MEDICAL EQUIPMENT



Those looking for a bar in the 
Atlanta area were told to try 
the Yeah Man, Sportsman’s 
Smoke Shop or Butler’s. In 
Richmond, Va., Rest-a-Bit 
was the go-to spot for a ladies’ 
beauty parlor. 

The Green Book’s listings 
were organized by state and 
city, with the vast majority 
located in major metropolises 
such as Chicago and Detroit. 
More remote places had few-
er options — Alaska only 
had a lone entry in the 1960 
guide — but even in cities 
with no black-friendly hotels, 
the book often listed the ad-
dresses of homeowners who 
were willing to rent rooms. In 
1954, it suggested visitors to 
tiny Roswell, N. M., should 
stay at the home of a Mrs. 
Mary Collins. 

The Green Book wasn’t 
the only handbook for black 
travelers — another publica-
tion called “Travelguide” was 
marketed with tagline “Vaca-
tion and Recreation Without 
Humiliation” — but it was by 
far the most popular. 

Thanks to a sponsorship 
deal with Standard Oil, the 
Green Book was available for 
purchase at Esso gas stations 
across the country. Though 
largely unknown to whites, 
it eventually sold upwards of 
15,000 copies per year and 
was widely used by black 
business travelers and vaca-
tioners alike. 

In his memoir “A Colored 
Man’s Journey Through 20th 
Century Segregated Ameri-
ca,” Earl Hutchinson Sr. de-
scribed purchasing a copy in 

preparation for a road trip he 
and his wife took from Chica-
go to California. “The ‘Green 
Book’ was the bible of every 
Negro highway traveler in 
the 1950s and early 1960s,” 
he wrote. “You literally didn’t 
dare leave home without it.”

As its popularity grew, the 
Green Book expanded from 
a motorists’ companion to 
an international travel guide. 
Along with suggestions for 
the United States, later edi-
tions included information 
on airline and cruise ship 
journeys to places like Can-
ada, Mexico, the Caribbean, 
Africa and Europe. 

The guide also offered trav-
el tips and feature articles 
on certain cities. The 1949 
edition shined the spotlight 
on Robbins, Illinois, a town, 
“owned and operated by Ne-
groes.” In 1954, readers were 
encouraged to visit San Fran-
cisco, which was described as, 
“fast becoming the focal point 
of the Negroes’ future.”

In offering advice to its 

readers, the Green Book ad-
opted a pleasant and encour-
aging tone. It usually avoided 
discussing racism in explicit 
terms — one article simply 
noted “the Negro travelers’ 
inconveniences are many”— 
but as the years passed it be-
gan to champion the achieve-
ments of the civil rights 
movement. 

In one of its last editions in 
1963-64, it included a special 
“Your Rights, Briefly Speak-
ing” feature listing state stat-
utes related to discrimination 
in travel accommodations. 
“The Negro is only demand-
ing what everyone else wants,” 
the article stressed, “what is 
guaranteed all citizens by the 
Constitution of the United 
States.”

In 1964, the Civil Rights 
Act finally banned racial seg-
regation in restaurants, the-
aters, hotels, parks and other 
public places. Just two years 
later, the Green Book quietly 
ceased publication after near-
ly 30 years in print. 

was taken off the calendar in 
the Chicago public school 
system in recent years, amid 
protest.

Wisconsin, which has a 
high concentration of Pol-
ish-American residents, des-
ignated March 4 as Pulaski 
Day, though most places are 
open for business. Kentucky 
also lawfully recognizes Gen-
eral Pulaski’s Day. Annual pa-
rades in Milwaukee, Buffalo 
and New York City are held, 

and Pulaski Days are celebrat-
ed each October in Grand 
Rapids, Mich.

Still, Casimir Pulaski Day 
gets little respect among the 
masses. Some snicker at the 
holiday, and few non-Poles 
pay much attention to Pulaski 
or his legacy.

 “Some of that is our fault,” 
said Lorys of Polish-Ameri-
cans. “We really haven’t done 
enough to sell ourselves and 
make people aware. But it’s 
a two-way street. We need 
people to want to learn about 
Pulaski, to be willing to be ed-

ucated on him.” 
While designees of oth-

er holidays, such as Martin 
Luther King, Christopher 
Columbus, and famous pres-
idents, are familiar to Ameri-
can schoolchildren, Pulaski is 
barely covered in many cur-
riculums. 

“I wish more schools did 
something to commemorate 
Pulaski,” remarked Lorys, 
whose museum has supplied 
learning tools on Pulaski to 
schools. “Again, it goes back to 
how much material they may 
have available. But I think that 

if teachers don’t have individ-
ual class time, schools could 
have an assembly, where vid-
eos or lectures on Pulaski are 
offered.” 

The little that is taught on 
Pulaski rarely leaves an im-
print. Kelsey Moreland, 25, 
of Rantoul, only remembers 
Pulaski as a Polish guy.

“I went to private school, 
and we had to write a paper 
on Pulaski several times. But 
we never had the day off,” 
Moreland said. “I still really 
don’t know anything about 
him.”  
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short order they had things 
back in order.

In 1939, the hospital 
opened a new addition ex-
panding to 75 beds and 
there were now two homes 
for nurses. The hospital was 
in the process of training 
40 nurses much of the time. 
There was also a new modern 
obstetrical department with a 
real nursery. Before that they 
made do with a bathtub with 
a board over it to put the baby 
basket on. 

A new corporation formed 
in 1950 with physicians Gor-
don Sprague and Charles 
McClelland joining Junkin. 

There was also a new ad-
ministrator with Charles E. 
Heath as business manager. 

The 1952 capping ceremo-
ny was interrupted when the 
white house used for housing 
nurses caught fire. The nurses 
moved into what they called 
the brown house until the 
other house was rebuilt. 

The last class to graduate 
from Paris Hospital was in 
1954 and the 20 girls in train-
ing were transferred to other 
training centers before gradu-
ating. Rosalie Hickel Bennett, 
who graduated in 1954, told 
about the class and how ac-
tive it was and how members 
admired their sponsor Tillie 
Tyler, R.N. from the class of 
1933. 

Tyler always told her stu-
dents they never did the right 
thing, but no one dared say a 
bad thing about her girls or 
Tyler was all over them. Her 
students loved her and were 
saddened when they lost her 
to cancer. They believed she 
taught the common sense of 
nursing that is not learned in 
books. 

On Jan. 1 1965, Paris Hos-
pital was made a non-profit 
business called the Hospital 
and Medical Foundation of 
Paris. A drive started in 1968 
to make it a community hos-
pital. 

Stephens came back to the 
hospital for an 11-year stint 
before the new hospital was 
built. She remarked how great 

it was to have aides assisting 
nurses and maids to help with 
the cleaning. Nurses didn’t 
have to boil or make their 
own dressing and new drugs 
were on hand to help cure 
the patients. She did not un-
derstand why bed rails hadn’t 
been used for so many years 
and thought the devices were 
wonderful. 

This is only a sample of 
what happened in and around 
the old Paris Hospital on 
Crawford Street. There is 
no room to mention all the 
nurses and doctors who made 
the healing process of Paris 
work for so many years. Spe-
cial credit goes to Mary Lou 
Wright for providing a copy 
of Stephens’ book. 

be done before there was a 
mechanical device that took 
in information and spit out 
answers printed on a sheet 
of paper. Before a pocket 
computer or an I-Phone 
device was invented we carried 
a handy dandy built in brain 
system that could take over 
after we used our fingers and 
toes. Even before that, the 
thought we had when working 
problems had to be seen in 
our minds and understood. 
We have to read or hear first 
there is a problem that needs 
computing. 

We have this miraculous 
body that takes in input and 
then must understand how 
to use our brain computer 
to solve a problem, ask a 
question or provide some kind 

of answer. As we learn more 
things and how to look for 
answers our brain can tell us if 
an answer is most likely right 
or wrong. 

Instead of a screen used by a 
computer, we have eyes to see 
with and that is important. A 
computer without a keyboard 
or receiver cannot see or hear 
information until a signal is 
sent to its brain. A sponta-
neous reaction should happen 
to us when we see something 
or have a physical feeling about 
something. 

We old timers had to 
solve many problems using 
intuitions, feelings and a good 
sense of reasoning. Some-
times the answers were found 
by talking to someone we 
thought intelligent, or reading 
a book or just observing 
human behavior. Sometimes it 
was trial and error and we just 
hoped it didn’t take too many 
errors. 

I think as we quit using 
our internal computers to try 
to make sense of things we 
are less apt to be happy and 
resourceful with our lives. 

Computers can work and 
manipulate information much 
quicker than the human mind 
and even process gobs of stuff 
that pertain to the subject. 
However, who devised the 
spell check system for the 
computer? I believe it came 
from a dictionary that some-
one wrote long before the 
mechanical computer. 

Can a laptop computer real-
ly feel emotion such as hatred 
or love so it can keep you on 
the right path? Countless bits 
of information can be looked 
up on a computer and some 
of that used for the good and 
some of it could possibly be 
bad. It has no moral compass. 
You can turn off a computer, 
but I hope we can never turn 
off our brain, heart and soul. 

We have a spirit about 
us that can never become a 
part of a computer, and I still 
choose to listen to that still, 
small voice within me.

Could a computer have writ-
ten the great constitution that 
we have to guide our country? 
Could a computer have even 
conceived and delivered the 
Ten Commandments? 

It can write down words 
on a screen to print out, but it 
cannot conceive the thoughts 
that mankind needs. Human 
reactions that can be felt and 
seen are better than sitting all 
day in front of a screen or a cell 
phone. 

I don’t believe a mechanical 
computer has said, “I love 
you,” that we know is a real 
feeling.

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. Email 
him at rstanley1937@hotmail.
com.) 
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Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381
firstmid.com

Financial Solutions 
for every step of life.

BANKING  |  WEALTH MANAGEMENT  |  INSURANCE

“ I’m here to help you get the financing 
you need for the things you want in life.”

Meet Yvonne Groves

Whether you are looking to finance a big ticket purchase such as a 
new car, cover unexpected expenses, or take out a home equity loan, 
Yvonne Groves, Consumer Loan Officer, is the person to speak to! She’s 
knowledgeable in all aspects of the loan process, and can discuss with 
you the available consumer loan solutions offered through First Mid. 
Yvonne has been with the lending team for 11 years, and she provides 
our customers with exceptional customer service. 

Yvonne has been a Paris resident for more than 35 years, and supports 
the community through bank sponsored charities. She is married and 
has two children in college. 
 
Stop by our Paris location to meet Yvonne, and to find out how 
she can help you achieve your financial goals.

PARIS YOUNG 
FARMERS

46th Annual Consignment Auction
Quality Farm Machinery, Livestock Equipment 

& Miscellaneous Farm Items
Auction date: 

Saturday, March 9th – 10 AM Central
Auction location: 

Edgar County Fair Grounds in Paris, IL
The Paris Young Farmers Annual Consignment Auction is a fundraiser 
held every year to generate funds to be used for scholarships for local 

young students pursuing an agricultural related career.

2018 Scholarship Winners: Ashtyn Cottle, Brock Lewis, Alivia 
Cline, Olivia Brown, Kade Hollingsworth, Bailey Rose, Emily Hall, 
Mackenzie Burgin, Montana Boatman, Cassidy Baugh, Hayley 

Hardin, Tyler Blue, Christopher Ellis, Tucker Marrs, Amber Tegeler, 
Matt Mattingly, Meghan R. Ingram, Conrad Gavin, Garrett Keefer, 

Josh Blue & Nathan Tague.

Scholarship applications can be picked up at Paris 
High School or from Callie Baber, Scholarship Chair, 

232 W. Wood St., Paris, IL 61944, (217) 822-3304.  
Application deadline is May 1.

	 NOTICE 
OF 

EARLY VOTING 
 

CONSOLIDATED ELECTION 
APRIL 2, 2019 

 
Early Voting for ALL Edgar County Precincts for the 
Consolidated Election will be conducted Feb. 21 
through April 1, at the Edgar County Courthouse,  
115 W. Court Street, Paris, IL, Mon. – Fri.  
8:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m. Any vote cast is final and may 
not be revoked; and the voter will not be eligible to 
cast a vote on election day, April 2, 2019. 
 

August H. Griffin 
Edgar County Clerk 

217-466-7433 
	

March 8,  4 p.m.-6 p.m.  
March 9,  10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Hardbacks & paperbacks, 
fiction & nonfiction, children’s, 

music CDs. 
Card catalog & misc items 

207 S. Main.  Paris

Book Sale 
at 

Paris Public Library

Special to The Prairie Press
The Green Book, established in 1936, was a guide for black trav-
elers throughout the South and later the entire country before 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

ST. LOUIS — A special session of 
the United Methodist Church voted 
Tuesday, Feb. 26, to strengthen the de-
nomination’s ban on the ordination and 
marriage of LGBTQ people.

Delegates to the General Confer-
ence, the global denomination’s deci-
sion-making body, passed the Tradition-
al Plan by a vote of 438-384.

The Traditional Plan was one of three 
proposals for the church to move for-
ward together despite deep divides over 
the inclusion of LGBTQ members that 
were presented to the conference by a 
specially appointed Commission on a 
Way Forward.

Those divides were on display during 
the three-day special session of the Gen-
eral Conference dedicated to sexuality 
at The Dome at America’s Center in St. 
Louis.

The Rev. Ken Carter, president of the 
denomination’s Council of Bishops, said 
the United Methodist Church — which 
counts both Hillary Clinton and Jeff Ses-
sions as members — always has includ-
ed diverse points of view. That was clear 
in St. Louis, Carter said.

“We are a church that includes people 
with different visions of the kingdom of 
God,” he said. “I believe that’s the body 
of Christ.”

The bishop also admitted that United 
Methodists in the United States have 
not always been able to get along. At 
other times, he said, they’ve found ways 
to work together.

“The Methodist Church of America 
has united and divided and united and 
divided,” he said.

Passage of the Traditional Plan left 
both its supporters and opponents alike 
worried about the future of the nation’s 
second-largest Protestant denomination.

But the Rev. Karen Oliveto of the 
Mountain Sky Area of the United 
Methodist Church — the only openly 
LGBTQ bishop in the denomination 
— tweeted afterward that the plan can’t 
erase LGBTQ people from the denom-
ination.

“For children will receive the waters 
of baptism and know God claims them,” 

she tweeted. “Some will hear a call to 
ministry. Some will be queer. And then 
it starts all over again.”

CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES
Earlier in the day, a last-ditch effort 

to pass an alternate proposal, known as 
the One Church Plan, failed. That plan, 
recommended by the denomination’s 
Council of Bishops, would have allowed 
individual churches and regional annual 
conferences to decide whether to ordain 
and marry LGBTQ members.

The denomination’s Legislative Com-
mittee, made up of all 864 General 
Conference delegates, rejected the One 
Church Plan. Delegates then rejected a 
proposal on Tuesday to replace the Tra-
ditional Plan with the One Church Plan.

The United Methodists’ top court 
ruled earlier parts of the Traditional Plan 
were unconstitutional, requiring dele-
gates to amend them. Only one of those 
petitions was amended before it passed 
after hours of passionate and sometimes 
rancorous debate.

Much of the discussion as amend-
ments were proposed and debated took 
aim at the way the petitions that made 
up the plan singled out LGBTQ people. 
Some opponents attempted to delay the 
vote with a series of amendments.

As the Traditional Plan passed with 
53 percent of the vote, observers sup-
porting the full inclusion of LGBTQ 
members in the church began to sing the 
hymn “Blessed Assurance.” A number of 

delegates, some wearing rainbow-col-
ored stoles, circled at the center of the 
conference floor.

Following the vote, a motion to ap-
peal the vote on the Traditional Plan to 
the denomination’s top court, the Judi-
cial Council, passed. Petitions offering 
an exit plan to churches that want to 
leave the denomination also passed.

The General Conference continued 
as observers in the stands shouted, “Stop 
the harm” and people streamed into the 
lobby outside the doors to the confer-
ence floor where delegates were seated, 
chanting and singing hymns.

The Judicial Council will review the 
Traditional Plan at its next scheduled 
meeting April 23-25 in Evanston, Ill. 
Any piece of legislation declared uncon-
stitutional at that meeting will not be 
included in the Book of Discipline. All 
other changes will take effect Jan. 1.

A ‘HISTORIC’ DAY FOR SUPPORTERS
Throughout the day, supporters of the 

Traditional Plan defended their inter-
pretation of scripture and stressed that 
— despite what some had expressed to 
the contrary — they love the LGBTQ 
people in the church.

“We all have friends and family in the 
LGBTQIA community that we love 
and we do value as beloved brothers 
and sisters,” said delegate Aislinn Devin-
ey of the Rio Texas Conference, who 
identified herself as a young evangelical.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Supreme Court seemed 
inclined to rule that a 40-foot-
tall cross that stands on public 
land in Maryland is constitu-
tional — but shy away from a 
sweeping ruling.

The case before the justices 
Wednesday, Feb. 27, is being 
closely watched because it 
involves the place of religious 
symbols in public life. But the 
particular memorial at issue 
is a nearly 100-year-old cross 
built in a Washington, D.C., 
suburb as a memorial to area 
residents who died in World 
War I.

Before arguments in the 
case, it seemed the memori-
al’s supporters, including the 
Trump administration, had 
the upper hand based on the 
court’s conservative makeup 
and its decision to take up the 
matter. 

Even liberal justices Elena 
Kagan and Stephen Breyer sug-

gested they could join a narrow 
ruling upholding this particu-
lar memorial.

Kagan noted  the cross is a 
symbol linked with soldiers 
killed in World War I.

“When you go into a World 
War I battlefield, there are 
Stars of David there, but be-
cause those battlefields were 
just rows and rows and rows 
of crosses, the cross became, 
in people’s minds, the pre-em-
inent symbol of how to memo-
rialize World War I dead,” she 
said, adding there are no reli-
gious words on the Maryland 
cross and it sits in an area with 
other war memorials. 

She asked, “So why in a case 
like that can we not say essen-
tially the religious content has 
been stripped of this monu-
ment?”

Breyer, for his part, asked a 
lawyer arguing for the cross’ 
challengers what she thought 
about saying that history 
counts and that, “We’re not 
going to have people trying 

to tear down historical monu-
ments even here.”

“What about saying past is 
past?” he said at another point 
during arguments conducted 
in a courtroom whose friezes 
include depictions of Moses 
and Muhammed and that be-
gan, as always, with the mar-
shal’s cry: “God save the Unit-
ed States and this honorable 
court.”

The cross’ challengers in-
clude three area residents and 
the District of Columbia-based 
American Humanist Associ-
ation, a group that includes 
atheists and agnostics. They 
argue the cross’ location on 
public land violates the First 
Amendment’s establishment 
clause, which prohibits the 
government from favoring one 
religion over others. They say 
the cross should be moved to 
private property or modified 
into a nonreligious monument 
such as a slab or obelisk. 

The group lost the first 
round in court, but in 2017 an 

appeals court ruled the cross 
unconstitutional.

The cross’ defenders include 
The American Legion, which 
raised money for the monu-
ment, and Maryland officials 
who took over maintenance of 
the cross nearly 60 years ago to 
preserve it and address traffic 
safety concerns. Maryland of-
ficials say the cross, sometimes 
called the Peace Cross, doesn’t 
violate the Constitution be-
cause it has a secular purpose 
and meaning.

Those defending the cross 
say a ruling against them could 
doom  hundreds of war memo-
rials that use crosses to com-
memorate soldiers who died. 
Justice Samuel Alito picked 
up on that concern during 
arguments, telling American 
Humanist Association law-
yer Monica Miller: “There are 
cross monuments all over the 
country, many of them quite 
old. Do you want them all tak-
en down?”

Miller said no, and she told 

the justices there are only be-
tween 10 and 20 monuments 
nationwide that are truly like 
Maryland’s cross.

In the past, similar monu-
ments have met with a mixed 
fate at the high court. 

On the same day in 2005, 
for example, the court up-
held a Ten Commandments 
monument on the grounds of 
the Texas state Capitol while 
striking down Ten Command-
ments displays in Kentucky 
courthouses.

After those rulings and oth-
ers the Supreme Court has 
been criticized for being less 
than clear in explaining how 
to analyze so-called passive 
displays, like Maryland’s cross, 
that are challenged as violating 
the Constitution’s establish-
ment clause. 

In 1971, the court an-
nounced one test for such 
cases. It asks whether the gov-
ernment’s action has a secular 
purpose, advances or inhibits 
religion or fosters, “an exces-

sive government entanglement 
with religion.” But in the de-
cades since, the court hasn’t 
consistently followed that test, 
and several former and current 
justices have criticized it.

Justice Neil Gorsuch asked 
Wednesday if it wasn’t time to 
get rid of the test, saying it has 
resulted in a welter of confu-
sion. Justice Brett Kavanaugh 
suggested lower courts need 
some clarity from the Supreme 
Court.

At the same time, several 
conservative justices sounded 
skeptical of a test advocated by 
Michael Carvin, a lawyer for 
The American Legion, who 
told the justices what the Con-
stitution is concerned with is 
religious coercion.

Chief Justice John Roberts 
told Carvin he was advocating 
a pretty concise test but it de-
teriorates, “pretty quickly into, 
well, I need to know about this 
and I need to know about that.”

A decision in the case is ex-
pected by the end of June.

Favorable ruling likely for cross

Special to The Prairie Press

Some United Methodist delegates gather to pray before a key vote on church policies about homosexuality Tuesday, Feb. 26, 
during the special session of the UMC General Conference in St. Louis. 

Don’t deprive 
for Lent, take 
up prayer

Lent is soon upon us. 
It is the season leading 

up to Easter and a time to 
reorient 
ourselves 
toward 
our com-
mitment 
to God. 
Lent 
brings 
with 
it the 
oppor-
tunity to 

engage in 
practices that restore focus 
to our Christian faith. 

The season of Lent 
begins on Ash Wednesday 
(which is March 6 this year) 
and continues until Holy 
Saturday. Its duration is 40 
days, not counting Sundays, 
since Sundays are consid-
ered mini-resurrection days. 
It is a time for prayer and re-
flection. The 40 days signify 
Jesus’ time in the wilderness 
when he was being tempted 
prior to the beginning of his 
earthly ministry. 

Often people speak of 
giving up something for 
Lent. This idea comes from 
the historic practices of the 
church based on scriptures 
that encourage us to pray, 
give alms or fast.

Many are so focused on 
the fasting and abstinence 
aspects of Lent they miss 
the most necessary thing 
required: prayer. 

Why is this? Because 
prayer is hard. 

When I first became a 
Christian prayer was easy 
and exciting. In my early 
prayers, I experienced the 
tangible presence of God, 
goose bumps and all. But 
over time prayer became 
routine. It ended up being 
something I felt I had to 
endure. Prayer became 
humdrum. 

It is true prayer can be-
come old hat and, if we’re 
not careful we’ll abandon it 
altogether, because of our 
expectations and because 
we stop getting the goose 
bumps. 

Prayer can be likened to a 
meal. Some meals are feasts. 
We usually reserve feasts for 
special days, occasions or 
holidays. If we have a feast 
everyday, two things will 
likely happen: 

1. we become fat and 
unhealthy, and, 

2. we eventually grow 
tired even of the feast. 

All things, because of our 
human nature, become old 
hat to us. Even the feast, if 
we have one everyday can 
become routine. 

So, what does one do? 
Just keep showing up. 

Find a prayer routine that 
is helpful, do that for awhile. 
Then switch it up so as not 
to get too tired of it. Stick to 

GARY
THOMAS
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

Methodist Church votes

Special to The Prairie Press

LGBTQ advocates react to the Traditional Plan being adopted at the United Method-
ist Church General Conference on Tuesday, Feb. 26, in St. Louis. The vote strength-
ens the denomination’s ban on the ordination and marriage of LGBTQ persons.  

See VOTE, Page 6BSee PASTOR, Page 6B

MARCH 3 BUNCO PARTY
The Altar Society of St Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Paris 
is planning a Bunco Party 
Sunday, March 3, at the parish 
hall, 528 North Main Street 
in Paris.   Beginning at noon, 
participants can enjoy a light 
lunch and snacks and take a 
bunco lesson, if needed. The 
games begin at 1 pm. Cash 
prizes are dependent on the 
number of participants. An 
admission price of $10 covers 
the lunch, snacks and games. 
Come with friends and enjoy 
a Sunday afternoon learning 
and playing this exciting 
activity. Questions may be 
directed to St. Mary’s Church, 
217-466-3355.

MARCH 17 ART FOR THE SOUL
The Sisters of Providence 
of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
are offering an Art for the 
Soul series during the 
Lenten season. Operating 
on the premise that art can 
aid the spiritual journey the 
sessions are designed to be 
both playful and prayerful by 
allowing participants to work 
freely while letting images and 
colors lead to new insights. 
Sessions take place March 21 
and 28 and April 4 and 11, with 
morning and evening options. 
The 9 to 11 a.m. sessions 
are in the Foley Room at 
Providence Spirituality & 
Conference Center, while 
the 7 to 9 p.m. sessions are 
at St. Patrick School, Terre 
Haute. No art experience or 
special skills are necessary 
to attend the workshop. The 
$50 fee includes the four 
sessions and supplies. The 
registration deadline is March 
17. Register online at Events.
SistersofProvidence.org or 
by calling 812-535-2952 or 
emailing jfrost@spsmw.org.

MARCH 19 CHRISTIAN 
WOMEN’S LUNCHEON 
The Christian Women’s 
Connection of Terre Haute’s 
next luncheon is 11 a.m. March 
19 in the MCL meeting room 
at Meadows Shopping Center. 
Speaker Janeece England 
will share her missionary 
experiences, with music for 
the event provided by Joe 
Craft and Rick Swearingen. 
Reservations may be made by 
calling 812-234-7388 or 812-
249-3084

GRACE NOTES

WELCOME 
HOME

Real estate listings
& more! 

Pick up your copy  
at local businesses  

and the Paris Area Chamber 
of Commerce & Tourism

Supreme Court heard arguments for, against removing cross-shaped WWI memorial from public land

DIVIDED DENOMINATION GATHERS IN PRAYER

United Methodist Church 
elects to follow the 
Traditional Plan.
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praying, that is the object. 
Here are some suggestions 

to get prayers going by choos-
ing one of the following and 
make it an intentional practice 
for the entire season of Lent 
this year:
nTry reading and praying 

slowly through one of the 
Gospels. Focus in on the time 
leading up to and including 
Christ’s crucifixion. 
nRead a particular devo-

tional book specifically written 
for Lent (see suggestions 
below)

nFocus on a particular 
subject theme for prayers like 
breaking a habit or an addic-
tion. Instead of promising to 
give that thing up for Lent, 
and then feeling ashamed if it 
doesn’t succeed, make it the 
focus of prayer for the entire 
season.
nPray through the Stations 

of the Cross every day or once 
a week during Lent. There are 
many resources for both Prot-
estants and Catholics online. 

It may be helpful to get a 
partner in one of these inten-
tions. 

By the time Easter arrives 
many will have refocused and 

invigorated their prayer life. 
My hope is that by beginning 
this way, prayer time will 
become more fully alive and 
people will be able to truly en-
ter into the feast that is Easter 
when it arrives. 

Some people have given 
up on prayer because they 
stopped getting the goose 
bumps. 

Would one stop eating daily 
food because it isn’t a feast 
every time? 

Many of us are starving and 
spiritually emaciated because 
we’ve given up prayer.

Don’t give up. Keep show-
ing up and reap the benefits of 

the nourishment prayer brings 
by showing up everyday. 

May this season of Lent re-
mind each of us to keep show-
ing up to the Lord everyday. 

Recommended resources: 
“Wondrous Encounters: 

Scripture for Lent,” by 
Richard Rohr, “A Way Other 
Than Our Own,” by Walter 
Brueggemann or do a Google 
search on “Stations of the 
Cross.” 

(Gary Thomas is pastor at 
First Assembly of God. Email 
him at garthoma@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided 
weekly by members of the Paris 
Ministerial Fellowship.)

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

VOTE
FROM PAGE 5B

At the same time, Devin-
ey said, many young people, 
“fiercely believe marriage is be-
tween one man and one wom-
an.”

Mark Tooley, president 
of the conservative Institute 
on Religion and Democracy, 
called Tuesday a momentous 
and historic day. Approving the 
Traditional Plan signals the de-
nomination is, “moving from its 
USA liberal Mainline identity 
to a new global identity rooted 
in Christian orthodoxy,” Tooley 
said in an email.

“The church is following 
a very different path from its 
sister USA Mainline denomi-

nations, all of which are fast de-
clining,” he said.

Tooley acknowledged some 
parts of the plan already had 
been ruled unconstitutional by 
the Judicial Council and were 
not amended before they were 
passed. 

“Passage of even part of the 
plan that is constitutional is a 
symbolic great step forward 
into the church’s emerging 
global role,” he said.

Tooley expects there will be 
additional legislation at the next 
regular meeting of the General 
Conference, scheduled for 
2020 in Minneapolis.

LGBTQ United Methodists 
and those who support their 
full inclusion in the church have 
to decide what comes next, said 

DONATION FOR WINDOW REPLACEMENTS

Special To The Prairie Press

Pastor Dan Smith of Grace Lutheran Church presents a check from funds raised by the church’s 
recent Trivia Night to Choices Pregnancy & Health representative Sue Sheeran to assist with 
installing new windows in the building. Simonton Windows is also participating in the project.
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Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Win VIP concert tickets to see
AEROSMITH and the
BACKSTREET BOYS

plus $1000! 
Register to win at wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

B UNCO
Party!FOOD • FUN

Sunday, March 3  
St. Mary’s Parish Hall

St. Mary’s Altar Society 

$10 Entry Fee 

Lite lunch provided
Eat at 12:00 noon

Monetary prizes to be determined based 
on number participating. 

Bring your BUNCO friends and 
Party with everyone!

Lessons provided 
prior to start time

Games start 
at 1:00 p.m

Monday - Friday 9am-6pm,
Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 12-5

812-232-7456 / 812-466-9992
2355 3rd Ave., Terre Haute

“It’s Nicer 
at Nassers

CLEARANCE SALE!

Lincoln Trail State Park, Marshall, IL • 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1
For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail Family 
         Restaurant
Saturday Night Special!

Winter Hours
Call 217-826-8831 for Reservations!

Thursday and Friday 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.,  Sunday 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Closed Monday-Wednesday

Seafood Paella, Red Snapper, Snow Crab, Oysters and 
Jumbo Scallops in a tomato sauce over Spanish rice
-OR-  8 oz. Marinated Sirloin Steak with a mushroom 

sauce and Bleu Cheese

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

Not advertising is like  
blowing kisses in the dark. 

You know what you’re doing,  
but no one else does!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

the Rev. Gregory Gross, a dele-
gate from the Northern Illinois 
Conference and organizer with 
the Queer Clergy Caucus.

There may no longer be 
room for them in the denom-
ination, he said and LGBTQ 
Methodists may have to envi-
sion a new expression of Meth-
odism.

The United Methodist 
Church has more than 12.5 
million members worldwide. 

About 58 percent of the del-
egates to the General Confer-
ence were from the U.S., where 
the United Methodist Church 
claims nearly 7 million mem-
bers. Nearly 41 percent were 
from central conferences out-
side the U.S., including growing 
churches in African countries 
and in the Philippines. 

No breakdown was available 
on how delegates from each 
country voted.

PAINFUL PROCESS
For some delegates, the spe-

cial session was a painful ex-
perience, no matter what side 
they were on.

During a lunch break on 
Tuesday, North Carolina Con-
ference delegate LaNella Smith 
said she was struggling to de-
cide how to vote during the 
special session.

She felt the pain in the room, 
Smith said. She also felt the 
fear. But the decisions seemed 
to fall along the same lines they 
have for years, she said.

The delegate said the de-
nomination’s rules on sexuality 
were not a top priority at her 
church.

“For those of us in the black 
church — I was just talking 
with some friends of mine — 
this is not a black church issue, 
so it’s not an issue we discuss,” 
Smith said. “It’s not an issue 
that we deal with. We’re deal-
ing with our people having 
housing and jobs and food and 
child care, a young man not 
getting shot on the street. This 
issue is so far down the list of 
issues for us.”

Jorge Lockward, a delegate 
from the New York Confer-
ence who wore a rainbow 
stole Tuesday, said during the 
special session, United Meth-
odists were honest about their 
divisions. 

Coming into General Con-
ference, Lockward said he 
hoped to see the movement of 
the Spirit. That happened on 
Tuesday when delegates gath-
ered in the center of the floor 
and bishops came down to 
pray with them.

“I’ve always felt loved by 
the church, but always at the 
edge of the church, and for the 
first time in my life I felt that I 
was right at the middle of the 
church,” he said.

Despite Tuesday’s results, 
Lockward said God was still at 
work in the United Methodist 
Church.
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BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@theprairiepress.net

A nearly full room packed 
the Café France Wednesday, 
Feb. 27, for another in the 
lunch and learn series about 
trauma sponsored by the Hu-
man Resources Center of Ed-
gar and Clark Counties.

Barbara Kendall, an HRC 
recovery support specialist, 
delivered a program on suicide 
awareness. One of the main 
takeaways from the program is 
that suicide is neither a selfish 
act nor one intended as an easy 
way out.

“It’s not that people don’t 
want to live, but they want to 
end their suffering,” said Ken-
dall. “They are going through 
a serious mental health crisis at 
the time.”

The program started with 
the video “I jumped off the 
Golden Gate Bridge” by Kev-
in Hines. Since 1937, a known 
2,000 people have jumped 
from the Golden Gate Bridge 
and Hines is one of the rare 1 
percent that survived the fall.

He reinforced Kendall’s 
statement that suicide is not 
about wanting to die.

“The millisecond my hands 
left the rail there was immedi-
ate regret. I realized life was a 
gift,” said Hines, but it was too 
late. 

He fell the equivalent of four 
stories in four seconds and hit 
the water at 75 mph.

“It was the most pain I ever 
felt,” Hines said.

He was born addicted to 
drugs but his adoptive family 

gave him a loving and support-
ive home. At age 17, paranoia 
and bi-polar disorder began 
distorting his image of reali-
ty and he became convinced 
everybody meant to do him 
harm. The deeper he sank into 
mental illness the more dis-
connected he became by dis-
tancing himself from family.

“I thought I was a burden to 
everybody who loved me,” he 
said. “The reality was every-
body cared.”

Hines acknowledged a 
continuing struggle with his 
mental health issues but he has 
since learned the importance 
of having a network of people 
to help him cope. He also ex-
pressed frustration at how the 
general public views suicide.

“Suicide, mental illness and 

addiction are the only diseases 
where we blame the victims,” 
said Hines.

His video is available for 
viewing on YouTube. 

Kendall’s presentation dealt 
heavily with statistics to show 
the breadth of the suicide 
problem in the United States.

Suicide is:
the 10th leading cause of 

death across all age groups;
the leading cause of death 

in the U.S. military;
the second leading cause 

of death for youth in the 10-24 
age group;
there is one suicide every 

two hours in the 15-24 age 
group.

Kendall said between 1999 
and 2016 the number of sui-
cides in Illinois increased by 

almost 23 percent.
“That was the least amount 

of increase among our contig-
uous states,” said Kendall. “All 
of them had the rate of suicides 
increase but Illinois was the 
smallest.”

She noted there is rarely one 
factor that causes a person to 
commit suicide but rather a 
combination of issues building 
up creating what may seem in-
surmountable problems.

Stressors for suicide differ 
among age groups. 

Adult risk factors are fre-
quently a relationship change 
such as divorce or the death of 
a partner; losing a home or job; 
financial or legal problems; 
increasing substance abuse 
issues; lesbian or gay people 

Suicide is everyone’s issue
Suicide is widespread, misunderstood; help is available for problems that lead people to end their lives

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Lesley Mills knew something was 
wrong.

“Call it mother’s intuition, but I know 
my kids and Brysen wasn’t right,” she 
said.

Just a few days earlier — on Jan. 13, 
her kindergartener had been happily 
playing in the snow. By Tuesday, Jan. 15, 
when the family went to the Paris Tiger 
home basketball game, she knew her son 
was ill.

“We’d already been through the flu 
with him a few weeks earlier,” she said. 
But at the basketball game, her usually 
active and bouncy five-year-old son was 
laying on coats on the gym bleachers. By 
the time she took her son to his pedia-
trician in Terre Haute, he was in unbear-
able pain and could not walk and could 
not sit up. “No one knew what it was,” 
she said. 

As the boy’s condition continued to 
worsen, the pediatrician agreed — al-
though she suspected meningitis — and 
ordered the boy be taken by ambulance 
to Riley Children’s Hospital in Indianap-
olis. 

When he  arrived at Riley — unable to 
sit up or walk on his own — he couldn’t 
bear to have anyone touch his legs. He 

was in agony, and his parents were dis-
traught, anxious to find out what had 
happened so suddenly to rob their son 
of his ability to move. 

In the emergency room at Riley, Les-
ley Mills said her son was surrounded 
by a team of doctors who ordered tests 
including an MRI and a spinal tap to try 
to identify the source of his nerve prob-
lems. When an EMG confirmed Brysen 
MIlls suffered from Guillain-Barré, he 
was started on IVIG  — intravenous im-
munoglobulin — treatment, supplying a 
replacement dose of antibodies to fight 
infection.

Pediatric neurologist Deborah Sukol 
explained the IVIG contains antibodies 
that wash out the bad ones and slows 
down the paralysis.

In the middle of all of this, Lesley Mills 
was without her husband, Josh, who was 
on the other side of the world. A mem-
ber of the 181st Intelligence Wing of 
the Indiana Air National Guard, he was 
deployed in Qatar, near Saudi Arabia. 
He had less than a week left on his six-
month tour but she knew he needed to 
be with his son and family.

“I called the number the Red Cross 
provides to families of the deployed and 
explained what was happening,” she 
recalled this week as she worked at her 
Tips to Toes nail salon located at Soleil. 
Once the family’s request was con-
firmed, Josh Mills was on a plane headed 
home Saturday. He arrived at Riley to 
find a very different boy than when he 
left on his deployment.

Sukol described Guillian-Barré as 
a very rare and potentially fatal auto-
immune disease. The immune system 
attacks health nerve cells, she said. The 
disease most frequently attacks adults 
but children can also contract it. Three 
or four weeks after suffering from the flu 
— in Brysen’s case Type A — symptoms 
begin. The condition, which frequently 
follows a viral infection, leads to weak-
ness and numbness and can eventually 
cause paralysis. It affects about one in 
100,000 people in the U.S. “It’s the luck 
of the draw,” Sukor said.

Riley only sees about 10 children’s 
cases a year and each one is different, 

Courtesy Riley Hospital for Children

Brysen Mills, right, prepares to catch the ball from his father, Josh, during a physical therapy in February at Riley Hospital for 
Children in Indianapolis. A fast moving autoimmune disease, Guillain-Barré, sent five-year-old Brysen in a tailspin, going from 
playing in the snow on Jan. 13 to not being able to walk or sit up later that week when he was transferred by ambulance to the 
hospital. The disease attacks the body’s nerves. Riley only sees about 10 cases each year, according neurologist Deborah Sukol, 
who treated Brysen while he was hospitalized there.

PLAYING BALL HELPS RELEARN MOTOR SKILLS

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – On 
Feb. 22,  an Illinois resident 
with a now confirmed di-
agnosis of measles was on 
a flight that arrived in Con-
course B at Chicago Mid-
way Airport.  The passenger 
was unvaccinated and infec-
tious on that day.  IDPH, 
along with local health de-
partments, is investigating 
this isolated case.

People may have been 
exposed to measles if they 
were at Midway Airport on 
Feb. 22 between 9 p.m. and 
midnight. This individual 
also sought treatment in 
the emergency department 
at Northwestern Medicine 
Delnor Hospital on Feb. 
24.  People who were in the 
emergency department be-
tween 11:45 a.m. and 2:15 
p.m. also may have been ex-
posed, as well as individuals 
who were in Northwestern 
Medicine Delnor Hospital 
from 4-6:15 p.m. on Feb. 24 
and from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Feb. 25.  These are the only 
known public locations in 
Illinois where exposures oc-
curred.

Most people are vaccinat-
ed routinely in childhood 
and are not at high risk.  Of 
most concern are people 
who have not been vacci-
nated.  

Individuals who think 
they have been exposed 
should check with their 
health care provider about 
protection through prior 
vaccination or the need for 
vaccination.

If infected, one could de-
velop symptoms as late as 
March 20.  Symptoms of 
measles include rash, high 
fever, cough, runny nose 
and red, watery eyes.  

If such symptoms devel-
op, the Illinois Department 
of Public Health (IDPH) 
recommends calling or 
emailing a health care pro-
vider before going to a med-
ical office or emergency 
department.  Special ar-
rangements can be made 

Measles 
in Illinois
Call or email 
a health care 
provider if you 
think you were 
exposed

See MEASLES, Page 8B See BRYSEN, Page 8B

Brysen conquering rare illness
Paris rallies around 
Mills family as brave 
kindergartener recovers 
from Guillain-Barré

See SUICIDE, Page 8B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPOKANE, Wash. — 
The anti-vaccination move-
ment is a social movement 
that Peter Hotez, dean for 
the National School of 
Tropical Medicine at Bay-
lor College of Medicine in 
Houston, says is dangerous 
and fueled by misinforma-
tion.

And it’s also growing, 
as he and his colleagues 
reported last year in an ar-
ticle in PLOS Medicine. 
More and more parents are 
choosing not to vaccinate 
their children, often for 
philosophical or religious 
reasons.

That’s led to outbreaks 
of measles in places such as 
Washington state.

Hotez wants that to 
change, which is why he 
supports efforts by state law-
makers in Washington and 
Oregon to remove personal 
or philosophical exemp-
tions to vaccination rules for 
school-age children.

“We need a more ro-
bust system of pro-vaccine 
advocacy in this country,” 
he said. Hotez also wants 
major Internet companies 
such as Google and Face-
book to regulate sites with 
false information about 
vaccines.

Currently, 18 states allow 
philosophical-belief vac-
cine nonmedical exemp-
tions, known as NMEs. 
Washington, where there 
are 66 confirmed measles 
cases, is one of them.

Currently, three separate 
efforts, two in Washington 
and one in Oregon, are gain-
ing steam to ban or restrict 
nonmedical vaccine exemp-
tions. But the measures are 
being met with plenty of 
opposition.

He worries that if the 
measures pass, people will 
begin abusing the religious 
exemption.

“If you look at the major 
religions, I can’t think of any 
mainstream prohibitions 
against vaccines, maybe 
some sects or spinoffs,” he 
said. “These are important 
times where religious lead-
ers need to speak out on 
behalf of vaccines. We need 
an interfaith statement on 
vaccines.”

Anti-vaccine 
movement 
fueled by 
untruths 

HELP IS AVAILABLE 
FOR ANYONE 

CONTEMPLATING 
SUICIDE OR A PERSON 
WHO IS CONCERNED 
SOMEONE CLOSE TO 
THEM IS PLANNING A 

SUICIDE.

The National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline is 
1-800-273-8255 or text the 
word “Go” to 741-741 or visit 
www.suicidepreventionlife-
ling.org. 

Locally, the crisis line is 
866-567-2400
Warm Line, 866-359-7953
The National Domestic Vi-
olence Line, 800-656-7233
 Kids Care Line, 800-345-
9049
HRC at 217-465-4118 or 
217-0828-6212

Courtesy Riley Hospital for Children

Crestwood kindergarten student Brysen 
Mills cuddles with his father, Josh, 
during a physical therapy session at 
Riley Hospital for Children in Indianap-
olis.
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i on diabetes

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of 
Agriculture | Local Extension Councils 
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Sukor said. Brysen Mills’ was 
a particularly severe case. “It 
begins in the feet and legs and 
moves up,” she explained.

“His body was attacking it-
self,” Josh Mills said. “He got 
a virus in his body and his an-
tibodies attacked his own ner-
vous system.” 

 Brysen Mills was moved to 
ICU at Riley, Sukor explained, 
because there was concern his 
respiratory system was being 
affected. “We really believed we 
were going to have to put him 
on a ventilator,” she said.

But the IVIG treatment 
kicked in and the boy began to 
turn the corner.

When Brysen Mills first 
started rehab with Riley physi-
cal therapist Kristina Davey, he 
couldn’t sit up without support, 
or  walk. 

“He was so bent up, his 
knees and hips up tight in a 
ball, and he hated to be extend-
ed because it hurt. We’ve been 
working a lot on that,” she said. 
“Now he’s sitting on his own, 
he’s putting weight through his 

legs. He refused to stand before. 
Now we’re walking.” 

Brysen Mills had three hours 
of occupational and physical 
therapy daily  five days a week, 
plus a weekend session, for 
two weeks. Every day, either 
his mother or father was there, 
working side-by-side with 
the therapist, cajoling him to 
bounce the ball, kick the ball, 
tap his toes, stand tall, straight-
en his legs and walk with assis-
tance. 

He was alternately coop-
erative and obstinate, as kids 
can be. But he kept at it. Once, 
when his dad turned away for a 
second, the boy stood up on his 
own and took two steps toward 
his dad, who grabbed him and 
held him tight. 

“What are you doing, bud-
dy? Let’s not get up and walk 
unless somebody’s there to 
help you,” Josh Mills said calm-
ly as the boy tucked his head 
into his dad’s chest. “We can 
snuggle tonight, I promise.”  

After more than a month in 
the hospital for treatment and 
physical therapy — Brysen 
Mills had to learn to walk again 
— the kindergartner rang the 

victory bell Tuesday, Feb. 19, 
at Riley Hospital for Children, 
signifying the end of his treat-
ment for Guillain-Barré syn-
drome. He was finally headed 
home to his big brothers, his 
Power Rangers and to his two 
dogs, Gage and Roxie. 

Josh Mills was emotional 
when he spoke to a Riley com-
munications representative 
about his son. 

“These are tears of joy,” he 

said. “I admire his tenacity, his 
resilience. He’s my little war-
rior.” 

In the same breath, he 
praised his wife for her calm, 
steady presence throughout the 
ordeal. “She was my rock. She is 
the reason I’m able to be strong 
for him.” 

A day after their return 
home, Lesley Mills said their 
nearly two-hour car ride was 
joyous for all. Brysen Mills 

couldn’t wait to get home and 
see his older brothers, she said. 
Because of flu restrictions, they 
hadn’t been able to visit Brysen 
in the hospital. 

Brysen Mills is continuing 
outpatient physical therapy at 
home at Horizon Health and 
is back in school with the aid of 
his walker. For Valentines Day, 
each member of his kindergar-
ten class at Crestwood gave 
him mini-muffins. “Just amaz-
ing,” his mother said.

Davey said watching her 
young patient’s progress has 
been incredible. “It’s pretty 
awesome to see. He’s done 
wonderfully.”

Lesley Mills praised the Paris 
community, friends and fam-
ily who supported the family 
during the ordeal.

Crestwood school spon-
sored a hat day and raised more 
than $1,000 for the family to 
be used for meals, gas and oth-
er expenses driving back and 
forth to Indianapolis. “People 
were just stopping by Soleil and 
dropping off gas cards,” Lesley 
Mills said. Many are dropping 
off pop tops to her the hospital 
collects for fundraising.

In addition to monetary 
donations, she never worried 
about her sons at home having 
food. “Someone started a meal 
train to provide food,” she said. 
“We are so very blessed.”

The family was also particu-
larly touched by the Paris High 
School boys basketball team 
that had special warmup shirts 
made in support of Brysen 
Mills. His big brother, Kohlton, 
is a member of the team. Each 
shirt included the hashtag 
#brysenstrong #brysen1 and 
also included his name.

The First Baptist Church in 
Paris held a prayer service for 
the family. 

“Everyone is just amazing,” 
Lesley Mills said. “We just want 
to thank everyone for the sup-
port.”

Things are finally getting 
back to normal, she said. Her 
father, Jim, suffered a heart at-
tack during Brysen Mills’ hos-
pitalization and underwent a 
quadruple bypass surgery at 
Union Hospital.

(Editor’s note: Portions of this 
story are courtesy of Riley Chil-
dren’s Hospital/Indiana Univer-
sity Health.)

BRYSEN
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rejected by unsupportive fam-
ilies.

Among senior citizens a 
growing isolation from people, 
declining health and a fear of 
becoming a burden to others 
can push some people to sui-
cide. 

Risk factors for children and 
teens can include the loss of a 
close family member or friend, 
being the victim of bullying, 
a history of physical, mental 
or sexual abuse, uncertainty 
regarding sexual orientation, 
the stress of extracurricular ac-
tivities combined with expec-
tations of coaches and parents 
and homelessness.

“We have an issue in this 
town of teenage homelessness,” 
Kendall said. 

While a suicide often sur-
prises and shocks the surviving 
family members and friends, 
they rarely happen without 
warning. Kendall said people 
preparing to commit suicide 
provide warning signs that 
something is amiss.

She provided a list of things 
to watch for: dramatic mood 
changes, giving away prized 
possessions, increasing sub-
stance abuse, increasing anger, 
talking about being a burden, 
saying one no longer wants 
to live, putting one’s affairs in 
order and withdrawing and 
buying a gun. The purchase of 
a firearm by itself is not a sign 
of intent; however, if it appears 
a sudden and out of character 
purchase that should raise red 
flags, because 50 percent of 
suicides in the United States 
involve the use of a gun.

Suicide can be prevented 
when people are aware of the 
warning signs and bluntly ask 
if a person is thinking of taking 
their own life. That act shows 
concern and may be enough 
to give someone pause long 
enough to seek help.

Ellen Auten, individual 
placement and support super-
visor at HRC, said some people 
may admit they are planning a 
suicide but others may deny it 
and that is why the matter must 
be pursued when other warn-
ing signs are present. 

Kendall stressed how one 
reacts to the situation is import-
ant. Don’t use shame by telling 
the person how much pain it 
will cause other family mem-
bers or insist they will go to hell 
instead of heaven.

Do show empathy, let the 
person talk about his/her prob-
lem without trying to solve it 
and maintain a calm and gentle 
tone throughout the conversa-
tion. Encourage them to seek 
help. 

“All thoughts of suicide must 
be taken seriously,” said Kend-
all.

Communities can help fight 
suicide by planning activities 
that bring people together; 
working on ways to expand fi-
nancial opportunity for people 
who are struggling; working 
with schools to educate young 
people about how to handle 
relationships; and reforming 
health care.

“We need affordable, effec-
tive health care,” Kendall said.

The date for the next lunch 
and learn session is to be an-
nounced but the topic is school 
shootings.

Courtesy Riley Hospital for Children

Brysen Mills rings the victory bell Tuesday, Feb. 19, at Riley 
Hospital for Children, signifying the end of his treatment for Guil-
lain-Barré syndrome.

for evaluation while also pro-
tecting other patients and 
medical staff from possible in-
fection.  Local health depart-
ments are working to notify 
Illinois residents who were 
identified as being potentially 
exposed on the affected per-
son’s flights.    

“Measles is highly conta-
gious.  However, two doses of 
measles vaccine are about 97 
percent effective in preventing 
measles,” said IDPH Director 
Dr. Ngozi Ezike.  “We urge ev-
eryone to make sure they and 
their family members are up-
to-date on measles/mumps/
rubella (MMR) vaccine and 
all other age-appropriate 
immunizations, especially if 

MEASLES
FROM PAGE 7B

you are traveling to other 
countries where measles is 
regularly found.  Getting 
vaccinated not only pro-
tects you, it protects others 
around you who are too 
young to get the vaccine or 
cannot receive it for medi-
cal reasons.”

Measles can cause seri-
ous complications such as 
pneumonia and encephali-
tis (swelling of the brain).  
It is easily spread through 
the air when someone 
coughs or sneezes.  People 
can also get sick when they 
come in contact with mu-
cus or saliva from an infect-
ed person. 

This most recent case is 
not related to the four cas-
es reported in Champaign 
County earlier this month.  

For more information 
about measles, contact a 
health care provider, or vis-
it the Illinois Department 
of Public Health website at 
http://www.dph.illinois.
gov/topics-services/dis-
eases-and-conditions/dis-
eases-a-z-list/measles.
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. Joint
6. A group of countries in 
special alliance
10. Stone
14. Move with a splashing 
sound
15. Can be fixed
17. Giving human characteristics 
to the nonhuman
19. Other side of yang (Chinese)
20. Consume
21. Gave it a go
22. One point north of due east
23. Fat used to make puddings
24. Turfs
26. Not awake
29. Not nice
31. Frighten
32. Political action committee
34. Skin problem
35. Type of music
37. Intestinal pouches
38. Eight
39. Emerald  Isle
40. Interpret characters
41. Abandon
43. Felines
45. Energy and enthusiasm
46. Resembles a pouch
47. Relating to sense of smell
49. Swiss river
50. Bradley Int’l Airport
53. __ __ __ __ yonder
57. Tarred and ___
58. Boyish
59. This (Spanish)
60. Male parent
61. Lounge chair

Clues Down
1. Sports award
2. Monetary unit of Angola
3. Some animals live here
4. Former CIA
5. Global health group
6. Male given name
7. Opposite of right
8. Open Payment Initiative
9. Desert plants
10. A bird that cannot fly
11. Off-Broadway theater 
award
12. Lump of clay
13. Barbie’s pal
16. Seldom

18. Noses
22. Denotes past
23. Selling at specially 
reduced prices
24. __ Claus
25. Comes before two
27. Fencing swords
28. Nocturnal rodent
29. Chinese 
revolutionary
30. Electronic counter- 
countermeasures
31. Enjoyable
33. Villain
35. Discussed
36. Waterfall (Scottish)

CROSSWORD

37. Old television part (abbr.)
39. Roughly chipped flint
42. Helps change channels
43. __ Sagan, astronomer
44. Cooling unit
46. Uttered words
47. Small integers
48. Type of data
49. Inspired
50. France’s first Jewish PM
51. Famed sci-fi novel
52. Body parts
53. Nigerian City
54. Amount of time
55. Coloring material
56. Type of constrictor snake

oatmeal, chicken, beef, meat-
loaf, spaghetti, beef taco meat, 
chicken taco meat, tortilla 
soup, spaghetti and meatballs, 
homemade macaroni and 
cheese, banana bread, chicken 
noodle soup, mashed potatoes, 
bell peppers, brown rice, chick-
en and rice dishes, beans and 
— well you get the idea.

When it’s cooking, it’s com-
pletely unattended, leaving 
me entirely hands free to go 
and do other things.

I have several recipes I 
could share but I’ve tried to be 

selective with my favorites. 
First of all, I love hard boiled 

eggs. I keep them in the fridge, 
take them to work, use them 
for breakfast on the go, make 
egg salad and use them for 
tuna salad. I don’t know how 
many times I’ve tried a recipe 
that guaranteed perfect, easy 
to peel hard boiled eggs only 
to find myself tearing half the 
whites off. The eggs appeared 
as if they had been through a 
grinder.

Not anymore.
The Instant Pot makes per-

fect hard-boiled eggs, easy to 
peel and a dozen at a time.

I’m also a lover of soup and 

miss being able to find a good 
black bean soup like I enjoyed 
in Savannah. I’m sharing my 
favorite recipe for the Instant 
Pot which requires no over-
night soaking of the black 
beans. It also calls to use an 
immersion blender to make 
the soup smooth. I guess that’s 
OK, but I like the beans. Just 
give me some cilantro, sour 
cream and lime wedges and 
I’m good to go.

For those of you enjoying 
the keto lifestyle, I’m includ-
ing two great recipes — a keto 
chili and keto Mediterranean 
Chicken. Both are tasty and 
I’m sure will be something 

 

Soap and water won’t remove 
it either. 

Removing the smell re-
quires changing it chemically. 
Vinegar with water and dish 
soap is better, but only partial-
ly successful. The best cheap 
solution is a blend of hydrogen 
peroxide and baking soda. 
Scrubbing the affected area 
will neutralize and chemically 
break down the thiols by oxid-
iation, but this mixture is too 
harsh to use on a pet unless 
highly diluted. 

The only true fix is time for 
letting the chemicals naturally 
break down and vaporize over 
a few days.

The thiol blend is so 
strong humans can pick up 
the scent over a mile away. 
Industry blends mercaptan 
(one component) into natural 
gas making it easy to detect 
leaking gas lines.

Our word skunk was adapt-
ed from Native Americans. 
When Europeans first settled 
the northeast, the Mohegan’s 
called the animals Skonks and 
the Wampanaog word was 
squanck. Skunks show similar-
ity to a smelly ferret animal in 
Europe called a polecat. This 
animal is related to the weasels 
but not the North American 
skunk. The term polecat is still 
used incorrectly to refer to 
skunks.

Native Americans had 
myths featuring the power and 

adventures of the skunk. They 
were considered powerful 
medicine. Totem animal and 
stories describe how, “brother 
skunk teaches us by walking 
our talk and by respecting our-
selves, we can create a position 
of strength and an honored 
reputation.”

Cherokee people consid-
ered a skunk’s odor capable 
of fighting disease. Southeast 
tribes hung a skunk over door-
ways when plague outbreaks 
occurred. Cheyenne Dog 
Soldiers hung skunk skins 
from their belt for protection 
during battle.

Lockhead Martin adopted 
the term Skunk Works for 
their research lab charged 
with military development 
starting during World War II. 
The name came from the Li’l 
Abner comic strip where there 
was a running joke about a 
mysterious place deep in the 
forest called the Skonk-Works. 
A strong beverage was brewed 
from skunks, old shoes and 
other strange ingredients 
creating an odor so hideous 
people avoided the area leav-
ing the occupants alone. 

Those encountering a skunk 
on the road, or elsewhere, are 
advised to do the same.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connec-
tions” on PBS. He is the technol-
ogy and curriculum director for 
the Shiloh School District. Email 
him at sullivant@shiloh1.us)

INSTAPOT
FROM PAGE 1B

INSTANT POT BLACK BEAN 
SOUP

2 tablespoons vegetable oil
1 medium white onion, chopped
5 cloves garlic, thinly sliced
4 teaspoons chili powder
1 1/2 teaspoons ground cumin
1 1/2 teaspoons dried oregano
2 1/2 cups dry black beans, 

picked over and non-beans 
removed

2 bay leaves
Kosher salt and freshly grated 

black pepper
Sliced avocado, cilantro leaves, 

chopped scallions, lime 
wedges and sour cream, for 
serving 

Set the Instant Pot® to nor-
mal saute. Add the oil and once 
shimmering, but not smoking, 
add the onion and cook, stirring, 
until translucent and soft, about 
5 minutes. 

Add the garlic, chili powder, 

cumin and oregano and cook, 
stirring, until fragrant, about 
1 minute. Add the beans, bay 
leaves and 7 cups water. Lock the 
lid and preparing to cook. Set to 
pressure cook on high for 1 hour. 

After the pressure cooking 
and quick release cycles are 
complete, unlock the lid and 
remove the bay leaves. Then 
remove 1 cup of the beans with 
a slotted spoon and set aside. 
Use an immersion blender to 
blend the black beans with 1 
tablespoon salt until thick and 
creamy. Stir in the reserved 
whole beans and season to taste 
with salt and pepper. Serve with 
sliced avocado, cilantro leaves, 
chopped scallions, lime wedges 
and sour cream. 

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

INSTANT POT KETO CHILI

2 pounds beef chuck roast, at 
room temperature for 1 hour

1 pound boneless pork shoulder, 
at room temperature for 1 
hour

Kosher salt and freshly ground 
black pepper

2 to 4 tablespoons canola oil
1 large onion, cut into a 1/2-inch 

dice
1 poblano pepper, seeds and 

stem removed and cut into a 
1/2-inch dice

1/4 cup chili powder
2 tablespoons ground cumin
2 teaspoons paprika
1 teaspoon dried oregano
1/4 cup tomato paste
3 cloves garlic, minced
One 15-ounce can diced 

tomatoes
1 cup beef broth
2 pounds fresh (Mexican style) 

chorizo, meat removed from 
the casings and broken into 
small pieces

Serving suggestions: sour 
cream, shredded Cheddar 
and chopped fresh cilantro

Preheat on the saute setting 
until the display reads ‘hot’. 
Sprinkle the chuck roast and 
pork shoulder all over with 1 
teaspoon of salt and a generous 
amount of pepper. Add 2 
tablespoons oil to the pot, then 

add the chuck roast and brown 
on all sides, about 2 minutes per 
side. Remove to a sheet pan or 
large plate. 

Add more oil if necessary and 
repeat the process with the pork 
shoulder, browning on all sides. 
Remove and set aside with the 
beef.   

Add the onion and poblano 
to the pot along with 1 teaspoon 
salt and cook, stirring occa-
sionally, with a wooden spoon 
and scraping the browned 
meaty bits from the bottom 
of the pot, until the onion is 
translucent, about 5 minutes. 
Add the seasonings, stirring 
until fragrant, about 1 minute. 
Add the tomato paste and garlic 
and stir 2 minutes more. Add 
the tomatoes and beef broth 
and stir to combine, scraping 
the bottom with a spoon. Turn 
the pot off.  

Cut the chuck and pork 
shoulder into 3/4-inch pieces. 
Add to the pot along with the 
chorizo and stir to combine. 
Lock the lid and set to pressure 
cook on high for 30 minutes. 
After the pressure cook cycle is 
complete, follow the manufac-
turer’s guide for quick release 
and wait until the quick release 
cycle is complete. Stir the chili 
and serve with toppings such as 
sour cream, shredded Cheddar 
and chopped cilantro. 

you’ll come back to time and 
time again.

Lastly, I’ve never been 
much for fried rice. I love the 
way rice comes out of the In-
stant Pot. I’m thinking I can 
make sushi rice. I’m looking 
for a recipe.

Don’t be afraid to start ex-
perimenting with your Instant 
Pot. If the weatherman is cor-
rect about this weekend’s fore-
cast, it will be a great weekend 
to put your Instant Pot to 
good use.

(Nancy Zeman is the publish-
er and part owner of The Prairie 
Press. Email her at nzeman@
prairiepress.net.)
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BY JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – In the ab-
sence of public details regard-
ing a rate structure for Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker’s proposed graduated 
income tax, opposing factions 
are painting starkly differ-
ent pictures of the proposed 
change’s potential impact on 
the state and its residents.

While Republicans say a 
graduated income tax will put 
an added burden on the mid-
dle class and businesses, Dem-
ocrats say most Illinoisans – in-
cluding small businesses – will 
see a tax reduction if a constitu-
tional amendment passes. 

Despite both sides’ best ef-
forts, there’s no way to know 
who is right until Pritzker or 
Democrats in the Legisla-
ture release a rate structure. 
Pritzker’s office has said that 
will happen before the matter 
comes to a vote. 

“As the discussion on the 
amendment moves forward, 
the rate structure will be nego-
tiated with the General Assem-
bly before a vote takes place so 
the public has a full and trans-
parent understanding of the 
way forward,” Pritzker spokes-
woman Jordan Abudayyeh 
said earlier this week.

At a Capitol news con-
ference Wednesday, Illinois 
House Republicans called 
for Pritzker to release the rate 
structure to fully inform the 
conversation. 

“Governor Pritzker, release 
your rates,” Assistant House 
Republican Leader Grant 
Wehrli (R-Naperville) said. 
“Let the people know what the 
tax structure is going to look 
like. And then we can have an 
informed conversation.” 

Even if Pritzker releases 
those rates soon, it’s not likely 
to be the conversation Wehrli 

describes.  His whole Repub-
lican House caucus signed on 
to a non-binding House Reso-
lution 153 opposing Pritzker’s 
efforts. 

“There is no need for ne-
gotiation on this,” Rep. Avery 
Bourne (R-Raymond) read 
from the resolution. “Our cau-
cus stands in unanimous oppo-
sition to any graduated income 
tax.” 

Instead, the Republicans 
said they prefer to talk to the 
governor about reforms, al-
though they didn’t tout any 
specifically at their news con-
ference. After the meeting, 
Wehrli said he would prioritize 
technological integration as 
necessary reform, noting mon-
ey could be spent more wisely 
in that area. 

Legislatively, however, 
Republican opposition isn’t 
enough to prevent a graduated 
tax question from advancing – 
Democrats have the required 
three-fifths majorities in the 
Illinois House and Senate to 
place a question to the voters 
in the 2020 presidential elec-
tion cycle. There’s even room 
for three Democrats in the 
House and four in the Senate 
to defect from their caucuses 
on the matter. 

Even so, the question of 
whether the amendment is 
ratified will be up to Illinois’ 
voters – if 60 percent of those 
voting on the question or a ma-
jority of the total voters in the 
election approve it, the Legisla-
ture will have the ability to ap-
prove a graduated tax rate. 

So the Republican effort 
launched Wednesday could be 
more of a public relations effort 
than a legislative push. 

“We are unified in that this is 
not the solution that Illinois is 
looking for. And we would wel-
come the opportunity to take 
our stance to the voters, and I 
think it will be well received,” 
Wehrli said.

That effort began in earnest 
with a claim that 77 percent 
of Illinoisans would see their 
taxes raised under the only 
public plan so far. They based 

that number on a House bill 
introduced – and tabled – by 
Rep. Robert Martiwick, a Chi-
cago Democrat, in the previ-
ous General Assembly without 
gaining any co-sponsors. 

Martwick stood by a gradu-
ated tax – because he believes 
it necessary to stabilize Illinois’ 
finances – but not his proposed 
structure when approached af-
ter the news conference.

“I don’t want to argue 
whether or not my rate struc-
ture is the right one, because 
it’s not going to be the rate 
structure,” Martwick said. “I 
filed that bill in February 2017 
and had no illusions that it was 
going to be a final solution. I 
filed it to illustrate how more 
revenue could be used to solve 
the fiscal problems in the state.” 

Martwick said $3.5 billion 
of the added revenue from that 
plan would have gone to prop-
erty tax relief programs, along 
with $1 billion each directed 
to pension payments and sales 
tax relief. He also said, with the 
right graduated scale, Illinois-
ans making less than $50,000 
could see income tax relief. 

“I signed onto a budget last 
year that was proposed by my 
friend Mark Batinick (R-Plain-
field) that would have been a 
cuts-only budget,” Martwick 
said. “I think it’s a horrible 
idea, but I think the only thing 
worse than a cuts-only budget 
is a budget (with a $3.2 billion 
structural deficit). Because all 
we’re doing is we’re pushing a 
tax increase on future genera-
tions.”   

The budget was anoth-
er non-binding resolution 
which encouraged cuts, and 
Martwick and Batinick were 
the only two names on it. 

With a Democratic gov-
ernor and supermajorities 
in both chambers, however, 
cuts are hardly part of the cur-
rent graduated tax discussion, 
which state Sen. Don Harmon, 
an Oak Park Democrat who 
is carrying the constitution-
al amendment in the Illinois 
Senate, believes will start next 
week. 

GRANT MORGAN
Capitol News Illinois
gmorgan@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – On 
Tuesday, Capitol News Il-
linois reported on Spring-
field GOP Rep. Tim Butler’s 
bill to change how Illinois 
allocates its Electoral Col-
lege votes for president.  

Somewhat forgotten, 
however, is a decade-old 
law which already binds the 
state to change its electoral 
process without having to 
do anything more.

That law, signed by for-
mer Gov. Rod Blagojevich 
in 2008, included Illinois 
in a multi-state alliance to 
effectively bypass the coun-
try’s Electoral College. 

Rather than award their 
electoral votes to the win-
ner of the statewide popular 
vote, the compact requires 
member states to award 
their electoral votes to the 
winner of the national pop-
ular vote.

If enough states sign onto 
the compact to push their 
cumulative voting power 
to more than 270 electoral 
votes – the amount required 
to win the presidency – the 
compact will take effect in 
the next presidential elec-
tion cycle. 

Thus, the popular vote 
would decide the winner of 
the presidency, even with-
out an amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution.  

National Popular Vote 
is the group that advocates 
for this measure across the 
country. Their campaign 
began in 2005, with Illinois 
being the first state to intro-
duce the legislation and the 
third to sign it into law. 

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitol News Illinois 
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – With talk 
of the first capital bill in nearly 
a decade permeating the Capi-
tol, representatives of the state’s 
public universities and com-
munity colleges put in their 
wish lists at a House Appro-
priations Committee hearing 
Thursday.

Nyle Robinson, interim di-
rector of the Illinois Board of 
Higher Education, submitted a 
list to lawmakers that included 
$2.14 billion in total requests 
for new construction projects 
across the state’s higher educa-
tion systems. 

That number represents a 
pared down list of requests 
from the state’s various colleges 
and universities that totaled 
more than $4 billion. The ma-
jority of projects are for de-
ferred maintenance, although 
there were some requests for 
new construction. 

“With minimal capital re-
newal funding and shrinking 
operational support since (fis-
cal year 2004), the backlog 
of deferred maintenance has 
ballooned from $2.7 billion to 
$6.7 billion,” Robinson said. 

Robinson said universi-
ties have had to use operating 
funds to address maintenance 
on state-owned buildings, and 
many have had to assess stu-
dents with a campus improve-
ment or facility maintenance 
fee. 

Robinson said the state 
should be investing at least 
$338 million in fiscal year 
2020 to avoid adding to the 
$6.7 billion deferred mainte-
nance backlog. He requested 
an additional $169 million to 
help chip away at the existing 
backlog. 

“Even if we were to invest at 
that rate, it would take 31 years 
to eliminate the backlog,” he 
said. 

While Gov. J.B. Pritzker did 

advocate for a capital bill in 
his budget speech, he did not 
make clear where the fund-
ing for such a program would 
come from.

Putting together a capital 
package addressing only the 
needs of the universities would 
be difficult without even con-
sidering the state of roads and 
bridges in Illinois. Couple that 
with the state’s existing debt 
load and poor bond rating, and 
it’s an even harder task.

Still, representatives for all of 
the state’s universities detailed 
their wish lists and testified to 
the poor condition of many of 
their campuses’ state-owned 
buildings. 

University of Illinois Presi-
dent Timothy Killeen reported 
$2.1 billion in deferred main-
tenance needs throughout the 
system, although the univer-
sity’s official request was for 
$722 million for fiscal year 
2020.

The Southern Illinois Uni-

versity system requested $412 
million with emergency capital 
needs of $17.7 million. Illinois 
State University requested 
$338 million.

“Over the past five years, we 
have invested between $4 mil-
lion and $6 million annually 
of our own resources in gen-
eral revenue on construction 
of facilities to ensure that they 
remain safe and functioning,” 
ISU President Larry Dietz said. 
“Had capital funds been avail-
able, that money could have 
been used for scholarships, 
additional faculty and support 
staff or new technologies.” 

Northern Illinois Univer-
sity requested $326 million 
for 11 projects. At the univer-
sity’s DeKalb campus, more 
than 50 percent of facilities are 
more than 50 years old, and 
the funding request includes 
demolition costs for certain 
buildings. 

Representatives from East-
ern Illinois University estimat-

ed their deferred maintenance 
needs at $252 million, while 
their request was for $145 mil-
lion. President David Glass-
man testified of a deplorable 
HVAC system at a life science 
building which has had fund-
ing allocated but not disbursed. 

“We’ve made it work thanks 
to crossing our fingers, stand-
ing on one foot and lots and 
lots of duct tape,” he said. “One 
of these times, however, we 
won’t be so lucky.”

Glassman also said EIU has 
needed a new science building 
since the 1990s, and he re-
quested $119 million to build 
it. The current building is 81 
years old. 

Western Illinois University 
President Jack Thomas said 
the last time a state-funded 
building was built on campus 
was in 1978, and he requested 
$504.525 million for the uni-
versity. 

Governors State University 
President Eileen Maimon re-

quested $112 million for the 
University Park campus, and 
she disagreed with the low pri-
oritization of the university on 
IBHE’s list. She said the cam-
pus is in need of a new class-
room building.

At Chicago State University, 
the request was for $64 million 
in emergency capital needs 
and $533 million in total capi-
tal needs. Northeastern Illinois 
University requested $277 mil-
lion. 

State Rep. Will Davis 
(D-Chicago) grilled each of 
the universities on their inclu-
sion of minority contractors in 
construction projects and said 
he would like to see a provision 
requiring minority inclusion in 
any capital bill.

“Why don’t we put this in 
the capital bill and say these 
(diversity) requirements have 
to be met. If you want to spend 
all this money we want to give 
you or that you desire, then 
you gotta get there,” he said.

Universities detail construction needs

Republicans want details on 
Pritzker’s income tax plan

Vote could redefine Illinois’ 
Electoral College involvement

“Voters want to know their 
vote is equal to a vote cast any-
where in the country, and [they 
want] whichever candidate 
gets the most votes to win,” 
said Barry Fadem, president 
of National Popular Vote. “The 
current method doesn’t deliver 
on either of those.” 

Colorado is the most recent 
state to join, with Democratic 
Governor Jared Polis expected 
to sign the appropriate legisla-
tion in the coming week. That 
would push the compact up 
to 12 states and the District 
of Columbia for a total of 181 
electoral votes, or more than 
two-thirds of the required 
number.

But in Illinois, the issue 
is largely forgotten – even 
though it would bind the state 
to change its electoral process 
once the compact grows large 
enough. 

“Why I don’t think people 
are talking about it is because 
the ball is in other states’ courts 
now,” said Jay Young, execu-
tive director of the nonparti-
san Common Cause Illinois, 
which supports the issue. “Il-
linois has done its job already.”

Even Rep. Butler, whose bill 
would move the electoral pro-
cess in the opposite direction 
by allocating electoral votes on 
a congressional-district basis, 
only learned of Illinois’ 2008 
legislation earlier this week. 

“That was well before I was 
in the general assembly,” Butler 
said. “I really was not aware of 
that.” 

But Butler says he still sup-
ports the electoral college, as 
it allows for greater representa-
tion across the country. 

“We’re at point where the 
[political spectrum] is heavily 
tilted on both coasts, and the 
middle part of the country 
would really have no say if it 
comes to the popular vote,” 
Butler said. 

The Republican Party has 
benefited from the Electoral 
College remaining as is. In the 
past 20 years, a U.S. president 
has twice been elected to office 
without winning the popular 
vote. Both were Republican: 

George W. Bush in 2000 and 
Donald Trump in 2016. 

Yet, when the National 
Popular Vote bill was moving 
through the Illinois Legisla-
ture, at least one Republican 
supported it. 

Kirk Dillard, a former Re-
publican state senator and cur-
rent chair of Chicago’s Region-
al Transit Authority, was the 
only GOP sponsor of the pop-
ular vote legislation in 2008. 

While Dillard agrees that 
most people have forgotten 
about it, he says he supported 
the legislation because it would 
make presidential candidates 
pay more attention to Illinois. 

“In the last several pres-
idential cycles, Illinois had 
been predominantly Demo-
crat,” Dillard said. “Candidates 
would avoid Illinois because 
they thought the state was de-
cided. I thought the citizens of 
Illinois were being left out.” 

Butler, on the other hand, 
says he prefers to steer the issue 
away from partisanship. 

“For me, it’s not a factor 
whether Republicans or Dem-
ocrats win the electoral vote,” 
he said. “With the electoral 
college, a lot of areas in the 
country have more say when 
it comes to choosing the pres-
ident.” 

At any rate, a change to Illi-
nois’ electoral process will not 
occur for some time. Butler’s 
legislation does not have the 
backing of the dominant state 
Democratic Party, and the 
compact is several states away 
from reaching the 270 vote 
threshold that would activate 
it. 

“I think it would be very 
difficult to have it in place for 
2020,” said Fadem. “But look 
how far we’ve come. I think 
the next tipping point will be 
when we get up to 200 elector-
al votes.” 

According to Fadem, that 
might happen by the end of 
this year, as he expects Nevada, 
Delaware and Oregon to join 
the compact soon. 

If they do, they will bring Il-
linois ever so quietly closer to a 
revamp of its electoral system.

If group reaches 
270 electoral 
votes, it would 
bypass Electoral 
College without 
Constitutional 
amendment

Governor’s office 
says rate structure 
will be negotiated 
with lawmakers

BY PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Hospitals 
in Illinois are complaining that 
slow payments and unneces-
sary denial of claims from the 
state’s privatized Medicaid sys-
tem are putting both hospitals 
and their patients at risk, and 
they are asking state lawmakers 
to do something about it.

At issue is the state’s privat-
ized Medicaid system known 
as HealthChoice Illinois, which 
uses private insurance compa-
nies known as managed care 
organizations, or MCOs, to 
coordinate each patient’s care 
by making sure they receive 
regular exams, follow-up treat-
ment and specialist care when 
needed. The companies also 
process claims from health care 
providers for reimbursement.

The idea behind the system, 
which was expanded statewide 
in 2015 and now covers about 
two-thirds of all Medicaid pa-

tients in Illinois, was that by 
hiring private companies to 
manage and coordinate each 
patient’s care, patients would 
receive better, more compre-
hensive care. In addition, the 
state would ultimately save 
money – and the companies 
would earn their profit – by 
reducing unnecessary expens-
es for things like emergency 
room visits and hospital read-
missions.

Instead, the hospital associ-
ation argues, the new system 
has produced only bureaucrat-
ic delays that make it more dif-
ficult for hospitals to get paid, 
and for patients to access the 
care they need.

“The state’s Medicaid man-
aged care program, which now 
covers more than 2.2 million 
Illinoisans, has failed to real-
ize the promise of increased 
care coordination, improved 
patient outcomes, greater effi-
ciencies and lower costs,” A.J. 
Wilhelmi, president and CEO 

of the hospital association, said 
in a news release. “Instead, the 
program has been crippled 
with increasing administrative 
burden, lack of standardiza-
tion, lack of uniformity of rules, 
and insufficient oversight – 
putting extreme financial pres-
sure on hospitals, jeopardizing 
Illinoisans’ access to care.”

IHHA spokesman Dan-
ny Chun said in an interview 
that the problem is especially 
hard on small, rural hospitals, 
known as critical access facili-
ties, where Medicaid payments 
often make up half or more of 
the hospitals’ entire revenue.

“Many of these were strug-
gling before managed care,” he 
said. “Many were already los-
ing money.”

Since the change to the man-
aged care model, Chun said, 
about 26 percent of all hospital 
claims have been denied after 
the initial submission. Before 
managed care, and for the lim-
ited group of patients who still 

have traditional fee-for-service 
Medicaid coverage, the denial 
rate is typically around 5 per-
cent.

That difference, Chun said, 
adds up to hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in revenue for 
some hospitals. And while 
there are processes in place 
that allow hospitals to appeal 
a denial, that process can drag 
on for months, and the pro-
cess is different for each of the 
six MCOs participating in the 
program.

Often, he said, claims are 
denied because of administra-
tive paperwork delays, such as 
when a new provider is added 
to an MCO’s network, but the 
MCO is slow to update its own 
roster, resulting in bills from 
that provider initially being 
denied.

Other times, he said, MCOs 
will withhold payments, but 
they will take weeks, or even 
months, to send follow-up 
questions to clear up the delay.

In response to concerns 
raised by hospitals and other 
health care providers in the 
Illinois Medicaid system, law-
makers have introduced three 
pairs of bills, with identical 
versions in both the House and 
Senate. 

One pair of bills, Senate Bill 
1697 and House Bill 2715, 
would require all MCOs to use 
standardized processes for a 
number of different functions, 
such as determining whether 
a service is medically neces-
sary. It would also put a time 
limit on how long MCOs have 
to request additional infor-
mation, and it would further 
require them to update their 
rosters more promptly and 
to reimburse providers under 
contract, regardless of whether 
their roster has been updated. 
Those bills are sponsored by 
Sen. Heather Steans (D-Chi-
cago) and Rep. Robyn Gabel 
(D-Evanston).

Another pair, Senate Bill 

1703 and House Bill 2814, 
would allow providers to ap-
peal claim denials to an inde-
pendent, third-party reviewer. 
Those bills are sponsored by 
Sen. Don Harmon (D-Oak 
Park) and Rep. Bob Morgan 
(D-Deerfield).

And a third pair, Senate Bill 
1807 and House Bill 2814, 
would require, among other 
things, that MCOs reimburse 
critical access hospitals and 
safety net clinics on an expe-
dited schedule, similar to the 
schedule the state uses for non-
managed-care patients at those 
facilities. Those bills are spon-
sored by Sen. Kimberly Light-
ford (D-Maywood) and Rep. 
Camille Lilly (D-Chicago).

None of the bills have been 
referred to a committee, al-
though Senate President John 
Cullerton recently established 
a Special Committee on Over-
sight of Medicaid Managed 
Care, which will likely have ju-
risdiction over the Senate bills.

Illinois hospitals seek reform of Medicaid managed care system



Looking for residential 
or businesses to clean, 
10 years experience.
References on request, 
call 217-504-3985

Powers Bros Construction
*Concrete* Demolition*
*Excavating *Gravel Drives*
Call 217-419-5393

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. One item 
to a complete household. Call 
Robin today. Open Wed, Thu, Fri, 
Sat. , 9 am-5 pm.   We pay cash!

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 
1-866-931-8891

Attention: Oxygen Users!  
Gain freedom with a Portable 
Oxygen Concentrator!  No 
more heavy tanks and refills! 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices!  Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator Store:  
866-353-2806

Substitute Driver 
Eastern Illinois University 
is seeking service-oriented, 
student-centered individuals 
to serve as a substitute driver 
for the Panther Shuttle Service.  
Drivers are required to operate 
various vehicles depending on 
need.  Drivers typically drive a 
20 passenger bus. The shuttle 
service runs from late August 
to early May on Monday - Friday 
7:00 a.m. to 9:00pm and 
Saturday-Sunday from 3:00pm to 
9:00pm. (We are currently look-
ing for a driver who has day time 
availability.)  Applicants must 
present a valid Illinois Class A or 
B CDL with a “P” endorsement, a 
current medical certificate, and 
a driver’s abstract at the time of 
application.  Applicants who are 
hired must pass a background 
investigation and drug test and 
will be subject to random drug 
testing throughout employment. 
Base pay is $11.25/hour.

Please submit application and 
resume online at https://www.
eiu.edu/~humanres/application/
login.php.
Review of applications begins 
immediately.

Department of Human Resources 
– Employment
Eastern Illinois University
Old Main, Room 2020
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, IL  61920
AA/EEOE

Effingham Equity in Marshall 
is accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2019 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact George 
Dallmier at (217) 826-6331 or 
(800) 635-6327

Nutrien Ag Solutions, an 
agriculture retail center now 
accepting applications for 
spring farming season. Needing 
plant laborers and/or CDL drivers. 
To inquire call 765-665-3090 or 
apply in person at 1468 W US 36, 
Dana IN  47847

Nutrien Ag Solutions, an 
agriculture retail center in 
Dana Indiana is looking for an 
Administrative Assistant for 
handling office tasks, comfortable 
with computers and good 
communication skills. To inquire 
call 765-665-3090 or apply in 
person at 1468 W US 36, Dana IN  
47847

Local CDL Driver with Class A 
for hauling grain.  
Home every evening.
If interested, call 217-264-3649.

Paris District 95 is taking 
applications for the School 
Secretary for the 2019-2020 
school year.  
Applicants should submit a 
resume or pick up an application 
at Mayo Middle School, 
300 E Wood St, 
Paris, IL 61944.  
District 95 is an equal 
opportunity employer.

Paris District 95 is taking ap-
plications for Superintendent 
Secretary, a 12 month position, 
for the 2019-2020 school year.  
Applicants should submit a 
resume or pick up an application 
at Mayo Middle School, 
300 E Wood St, 
Paris, IL 61944.  
District 95 is an equal 
opportunity employer.

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Looking for ground to lease for 
hunting whitetail deer. 
If interested contact Jim at 
724-244 2997.

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Very nice two bedroom apt 
on East Lake 
With washer, dryer, dishwasher, 
stove refrigerator. 
1 yr lease + dep 
$625/Month 
Call 466 8210

Nice 2br apt 
$525+dep 
Central air. 
217 466 8210

BUNCO PARTY
Sunday, March 3rd 
At St. Mary’s Parish Hall 
Light lunch, lessons
Noon -  ? 
$10.00

NEED LEGAL HELP? 
Get a FREE referral to an 
attorney! Call the Illinois State 
Bar Association Illinois Lawyer 
Finder The advice you need 
877-270-3855 or 
htps:/www.isba.org/public/
illinoislawyerfinder

Spectrum Triple Play! 
TV, Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 
60 MB per second speed 
No contract or commitment.
 More Channels. 
Faster Internet. 
Unlimited Voice. Call 
1-877-649-4346

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-409-3253

DIRECTV & AT&T. 155 Channels 
& 1000s of Shows/Movies On 
Demand (w/SELECT Package.) 
AT&T Internet 99 Percent 
Reliability. 
Unlimited Texts to 120 Countries 
w/AT&T Wireless.  Call 4 FREE 
Quote- 1-855-894-0529

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN RE THE ESTATE OF
JANET A. HENRY,
DECEASED.

NO. 2019-P-4

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION - CLAIMS

  Notice is given of the death of 
JANET A. HENRY, of Chrisman, 
Illinois, who died on January 
26, 2019. Letters of Office as 
Independent Executor were 
issued on February 5, 2019 to 
GREGORY V. HENRY, 118 West 
Washington Street, Chrisman, 
Illinois 61924, whose attorney is E. 
Robert Anderson of Anderson Law 
Offices, 1204 North Main Street, 
P.O. Box 10, Paris, Illinois 61944.

  Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Paris, Edgar County, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before August 16, 
2019 and any claim not filed with-
in that period is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to 
the Executor and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.

Gregory V. Henry, 
Independent Executor
By: E. Robert Anderson
Anderson Law Offices
ARDC #6190439
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
alo@robandersonlaw.com 
(217) 465-3535

NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
Edgar County CUSD #6 will receive 
proposals for Property, General 
Liability, Crime, Inland Marine, 
Auto, Umbrella, School Board 
Legal Liability (SBLL), Worker’s 
Compensation, Treasurer’s Bond, 
Blanket Student Accident and 
Catastrophic Student Accident 
insurance coverage.  Proposal 
specifications may be obtained 
upon request from Bushue HR, 
Inc., P.O. Box 89 Effingham, IL 
62401.  Phone (217) 342-3046.  
Please reference code LIN808 
when calling.  All proposals are 
to be received by Edgar County 
CUSD #6 at 23231 IL Highway 1 
Chrisman, IL 61924 on or before 
10:00a.m., May 21, 2019; and will 
be opened at time specified.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of  
MARIAN H. YONTZ, 
deceased
No.   2019-P-3 

CLAIM NOTICE
 
  Notice is given of the death 
of MARIAN H. YONTZ of Paris, 
Edgar County, Illinois.  Letters of 
Office were issued on February 
4, 2019, to SARAH PENCZEK, as 
Independent Executor, 9483 E. 
400th Rd., Paris, Illinois 61944, 
whose attorney is LARRY B. 
JONES, of JONES & GRIFFIN LAW 
OFFICES, P.C., 110 E. Washington, 
P.O. Box 8, Paris, Illinois 61944.

  Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before August 19, 2019, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

  DATED this 12th day of February 
2019.

SARAH PENCZEK, Independent 
Executor of the Estate of
MARIAN H. YONTZ, deceased

Larry B. Jones
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, P.C. 
110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax:  (217) 466-2230

CITY OF PARIS 
EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

NOTICE FOR BIDS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the 
City of Paris is taking bids for the 
demolition of the structures on 
real estate located in Paris, Illinois, 
to wit:

NO. 1

A part of Out Lot No. 53 to the City 
of Paris described as beginning at 
a point on the North line of Union 
Street in said City 1055 feet 4 
inches West of the East line of 
Section 1 in Township 13 North 
and in Range 12 West of the 2nd 
P.M., thence West 50 feet, thence 
North to the South line of the right 
of way of the C.C.C. & St. L.R.R. 
Co., thence Northeasterly along 
said line to a point due North of 
the beginning point, thence South 
to the place of beginning.

Permanent Index No: 
09-18-01-228-004

Commonly known as: 331 East 
Union Street, Paris, Illinois

NO. 2

Lot No. 103 in W. S. O’Hair’s 
Addition to the City of Paris

Permanent Index No:   
09-18-12-252-002

Commonly known as:  304 E. Van 
Buren Street, Paris, Illinois

SPECIFICATIONS of the demo-
lition and details of the bidding 
procedure can be secured at the 
Paris City Clerk’s Office located at 
206 South Central Avenue, Paris, 
IL 61944.

Sealed bids must be delivered 
to the office of the City Clerk, 
206 South Central Avenue, Paris, 
IL 61944, before 10:00 a.m. on  
March 21, 2019, at which time bids 
will be opened and considered.

MICHAEL MARTIN 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
CITY OF PARIS

FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
BARBARA SWITZER
Deceased.

No. 2019 P 8

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of  
BARBARA SWITZER .  Letters of 
Office were issued on February 
21, 2019, to JANET BISHOP, 111 
N. Shore Drive, Paris, IL 61944, 
and LANA WINKLER, 312 St. Clair, 
Paris, IL 61944 as Independent 
Co-Executors, whose Attorney 
is S. Craig Smith, Asher & Smith, 
1119 N. Main Street, P.O. Box 340, 

Paris, IL 61944.

Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before August 23, 2019 (at 
least six months from the date 
of the first publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten 
days after it has been filed.

Dated this 21st day of February, 
2019.

JANET BISHOP and LANA 
WINKLER, 
Representatives
Craig Smith, Asher & Smith
1119 N. Main Street
P.O. Box 340
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217/465-6444

NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the Commissioners 
of the below indicated Districts, 
filed their 2017-2018 Annual 
Financial Report, covering the last 
fiscal year for the District, with the 
Clerk of the Sixth Judicial Circuit, 
Douglas County, Illinois. Any own-
er of land within the District may 
file an objection to said Report 
with the Clerk of the Court within 
(10) days of the publication of this 
Notice.

Drainage District #1 of Newman 
and Murdock
64-L-9607

Julie Mills, 
Clerk of the Circuit Court,                                                        
Sixth Judicial Circuit, 
Douglas County, Illinois

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of
JOHN STEPHEN GUYMON,
deceased.

No. 2019-P-7

CLAIM NOTICE
 
 Notice is given of the death of 
JOHN STEPHEN GUYMON of 
Paris, Edgar County, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were issued on 
February 21, 2019, to JULIA LYNN 
KELSHEIMER, as Independent 
Executor, 13198 E. 1700th Road, 
Paris, Illinois 61944,  whose attor-
ney is DREW P. GRIFFIN, of JONES 
& GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, P.C., 110 
E. Washington, P.O. Box 8, Paris, 
Illinois 61944.

 Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before September 4, 2019, 
and any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

 DATED this 26th day of February, 
2019.

JULIA LYNN KELSHEIMER, 
Independent Executor of the 
Estate of JOHN STEPHEN 
GUYMON, 
deceased

DREW P. GRIFFIN
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, P.C. 
110 E. Washington,  P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax:  (217) 466-2230

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BUCK TOWNSHIP BUDGET 

HEARING

Notice is hereby given that 
the Tentative Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinance for Buck 
Township, Edgar County, Illinois, 
for the fiscal year beginning April 1, 
2019 and ending March 31, 2020, 
will be on file and conveniently 
available for public inspection at 
the Buck Township Garage on or 
before March 1, 2019. 
Notice is further given that a 
public hearing on said Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinance will be at 
7 P.M. on April 9, 2019, at the Buck 
Township Garage in Redmon, IL. 
and that final action on this ordi-
nance will be taken at the meeting 
to be held at the same location at 
7:15 P.M on April 9, 2019.
Dated this 27th day of February, 
2019
Tony Kile, Supervisor
Meggan Cash, Clerk

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BUCK-GRANDVIEW-KANSAS 
MULTI-TOWNSHIP BUDGET 

HEARING

Notice is hereby given that 
the Tentative Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinance for 
Buck-Grandview-Kansas Multi-
Township, Edgar County, Illinois, 
for the fiscal year beginning April 1, 
2019 and ending March 31, 2020, 
will be on file and conveniently 
available for public inspection 
at the Buck Township Garage, 
Grandview Township Building and 
Kansas Township Garage on or 
before March 2, 2019. 
Notice is further given that a 
public hearing on said Budget 
and Appropriation Ordinance will 
be at 9 A.M. on April 6, 2019, at 
the Kansas Township Garage in 
Kansas, IL. and that final action 
on this ordinance will be taken 
at the meeting to be held at the 
same location at 9:15 A.M on April 
6, 2019.
Dated this 27th day of February, 
2019
John Brinkerhoff, Supervisor
Meggan Cash, Clerk

NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that
Paris Cooperative High School 
will receive proposals for 
Property, General Liability, Crime, 
Cyber Liability, Inland Marine, 
Auto, Umbrella, School Board 
Legal Liability (SBLL), Worker’s 
Compensation and Treasurer’s 
Bond insurance coverage. 
Proposal specifications may 
be obtained upon request from 
Bushue HR, Inc., P.O. Box 89, 
Effingham, IL 62401. Phone (217) 
342-3046.
Please reference code LEY107 
when calling. All proposals are to 
be received by Paris Cooperative 
High School at 14040 E. 1200th 
Rd., Paris, IL 61944 on or before 
2:00p.m., May 21, 2019; and will 
be opened at time specified.

Curtin Land & Cattle Complete 
Angus Dispersal. March 7, 2019, 11 
a.m. 1942 East 2400 North Road, 
Blue Mound, IL. Selling fall bred 
heifers, yearling heifers, bulls, 
spring bred cows/pairs, spring 
bred heifers/pairs.
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304 • Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

232 West Wood Street

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Sunday, March 17th @ Noon IL Time

Consigners include: Mick Armstrong, McNary & Others!
Quality Furniture, Antiques, Primitives, Collectibles & More!

Live & Online Bidding Available!
Click “Online Bidding” @ calliebaberauction.com 

to browse & bid soon!

VINTAGE & STOCK COMICS ONLINE AUCTION
Variety of DC, Marvel, Archie & More!

Feat. Original 1977 Stars Wars #1
Click “Online Bidding” @ calliebaberauction.com 

to browse & bid now!
Auction begins to close Wednesday, March 13th @ 4 p.m. IL 

Extra Help – Medical Insurance Specialist
 Eastern Illinois University's Health and Counseling Services – Student 
Insurance is seeking candidates for the position of Extra Help – Medical 
Insurance Specialist.

This position has responsibility for benefit counseling; eligibility, enroll-
ment, and cancellation; claim workup and adjudication; and generating 
departmental activity reports.

Qualified candidates must have two (2) years of experience working with 
insurance, medical coding/billing, or related experience or education. 
Required job knowledge, skills and abilities include: extensive knowledge 
of medical terminology; knowledge of medical insurance claims processing, 
ICD, CPT, and HCPCS codes; HIPAA privacy and security policies; and in-
dustry standards, including physician and/or facility billing requirements. 

Health and Counseling Services – Student Insurance is a self-funded 
supplemental insurance plan for students at EIU. Our primary focus is to 
provide students with a policy to obtain the care necessary to maintain 
proper health, so that they may take full advantage of their awcademic 
opportunities. 

To apply, please submit application, resume, transcripts, and certification online at 
https://www.eiu.edu/~humanres/application/login.php 
Review of applications will begin immediately and continue until the position is filled.  
Department of Human Resources -
Employment Eastern Illinois University 
600 Lincoln Avenue Charleston, IL 61920

This and other employment vacancies at EIU are located at:
http://www.eiu.edu/employment.php  
AA/EEOE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT
in our 

classified ads!
CALL TODAY!

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216



NANCY ZEMAN,  
217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

CONTACT  
US:

CONTACT  YOUR  
LEGISLATOR

SEN. CHAPIN ROSE (R)
217-607-1853
www.senchapinrose.com

SEN. DALE A. RIGHTER (R)
217-235-6033
www.dalerighter.com

REP. BRAD HOLBROOK (R)
217-782-8388
www.rephalbrook.com

REP. CHRIS MILLER (R)  
217-558-1040
repcmiller.com
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CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.netSTATE

HAVE YOUR SAY

BRIEFLY
Judge sets June 
3 trial in missing 
Chinese scholar 
case

PEORIA, Ill. (AP) — A 
federal judge has delayed 
until June the trial of the man 
accused of kidnapping and 
killing a University of Illinois 
scholar from China.

U.S. District Judge James 
Shadid on Thursday approved 
the two-month delay, setting 
Brendt Christensen ‘s trial for 
June 3. Christensen’s trial was 
to begin April 1, but defense 
attorneys requested more 
time to prepare a men-
tal-health expert.

Prosecutors are seeking 
the death penalty , saying 
Christensen tortured 26-year-
old Yingying Zhang before 
killing her in Urbana, Illinois, in 
April 2017. He has pleaded not 
guilty to kidnapping resulting 
in death. Zhang’s body has 
never been found.

The (Champaign) 
News-Gazette reports that 
proceedings are expected to 
last two months. The court is 
to begin mailing summonses 
to potential jurors March 4.

Brothers in 
Smollett case 
say they have 
‘tremendous 
regret’

CHICAGO (AP) — Two 
brothers who told police that 
“Empire” actor Jussie Smol-
lett paid them $3,500 to help 
stage an attack on himself in 
Chicago say they regret their 
involvement in the incident.

Gloria Schmidt is the 
attorney for Abimbola “Abel” 
Osundairo and Olabinjo “Ola” 
Osundairo . She issued a 
statement Thursday evening 
saying the men have tremen-
dous regret.

Chicago police say Smollett 
hired the brothers, telling 
them to physically attack him, 
shout racist and homophobic 
slurs, douse him with a chem-
ical and drape a noose around 
his neck.

Smollett is charged with 
felony disorderly conduct for 
allegedly making a false police 
report. His attorneys say he’s 
innocent.

Schmidt says the men, 
“understand how it has 
impacted people across the 
nation, particularly minority 
communities and especially 
those who have been victims 
of hate crimes themselves.”

A couple of firsts 
with Ayala’s 
appointment 
as state 
superintendent

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois 
State Board of Education on 
Tuesday named Carmen L. 
Ayala as the 30th state super-
intendent of education. Ayala 
is the first woman and first 
person of color to serve as the 
permanent superintendent.

Ayala has more than 
30 years of educational 
experience, most recently 
serving as superintendent 
of the Berwyn North School 
District. She previously 
served as an assistant 
superintendent in Plainfield 
District 202; as director in 
Community Consolidated 
School District 300; and as 
assistant superintendent, 
director of bilingual services, 
and teacher at the Aurora 
East School District. She 
began her career serving as 
a teacher in Chicago Public 
Schools for five years.

“Together, I know we 
can break down barriers to 
opportunity and ensure that 
students of all races, back-
grounds, income levels and 
ZIP codes receive a strong 
education in Illinois,” Ayala 
said in a news release.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker said she, 
“will be a strong partner in 
ensuring students in all of 
our communities receive the 
education they deserve.”

State expects some growth
Forecasters predict modest economic growth, but see warning signs of overall downturn
BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – The state 
of Illinois can expect to see 
moderate economic growth in 
the upcoming fiscal year that 
will lead to higher tax receipts 
for the state. But there are 
warning signs on the national 
horizon that could signal an 
economic downturn in 2021.

That was the message 
Thursday from Marty John-
son, the acting chief econo-
mist at the Illinois Depart-
ment of Revenue, who briefed 
House committee members 
on what they can expect to see 
in state revenues over the next 
16 months.

“We just finished up a 
banner year for the national 
economy,” Johnson said. “In 
2018, (economic) output was 
expanding at the fastest pace 
since 2005. Unemployment 
was at a 49-year low. Consum-

er spending was robust.”
And while Illinois has 

lagged behind the nation in a 
number of categories, John-
son said the state has experi-
enced growth, particularly in 
personal income and in some 
employment sectors such as 
manufacturing and construc-
tion.

Those trends are expected 
to continue into the 2019-
2020 budget year, which be-
gins July 1, with overall tax 
receipts growing about 4.3 
percent, to $33.5 billion. And 
that will give lawmakers a lit-
tle extra breathing room when 
they start cobbling together 
next year’s budget.

The bulk of that growth is 
expected to come from what 
state officials call the big three 
sources of revenue – individu-
al and corporate income taxes, 
and sales taxes.

Individual income taxes 

are expected to grow about 
3.3 percent, to $18.8 billion. 
Johnson said that’s mainly due 
to wage and salary growth, 
which is driven by a relative-
ly low unemployment rate. 
Only a small amount of that 
will come from the state’s new, 
higher minimum wage, which 
takes effect Jan. 1, 2020, mid-
way through the fiscal year.

Personal income growth is 
also expected to drive up sales 
tax receipts, which are expect-
ed to grow by 3.7 percent, to 
just over $8.5 billion.

State corporate income tax-
es, meanwhile, have not been 
affected by recent changes in 
federal tax law as much as fore-
casters had expected, Johnson 
said. As a result, those receipts 
are expected to grow nearly 6 
percent, to $2.3 billion, the re-
sult of what forecasters believe 
will be higher corporate earn-
ings in the coming fiscal year.

All of that is the result of a 
continuing national econom-
ic expansion, which Johnson 
said is nearly the longest on 
record. But she said there is 
also reason to believe that ex-
pansion might not continue 
for long.

“This particular expansion 
has been one of the most 
anemic that we’ve witnessed 
in this country since we have 
had economic recessions,” she 
said.

Among other things, she 
said, the federal tax cuts that 
went into effect in 2018 gave 
a short-term boost to the na-
tional economy. But she said 
that stimulus effect is expect-
ed to dissipate in the upcom-
ing year.

“The fading fiscal stimulus 
combined with increasing 
market volatility will limit 
growth in 2020 and the out-
years,” Johnson said.

Rep. Steven Reick, a Wood-
stock Republican, responded 
saying a downturn in the na-
tional economy would be bad 
news for Illinois.

“We all know that when the 
United States gets a cold, Illi-
nois gets pneumonia,” he said.

But Revenue Department 
Director David Harris, a for-
mer legislator, said there have 
been many trends in the cur-
rent economic recovery that 
don’t fit normal patterns, like 
the fact that wages have not 
grown as much as the histor-
ically low unemployment rate 
would suggest. As a result, he 
said he is not sure economists 
should rely on traditional in-
dicators of future economic 
trends.

“I’m not sure a lot of folks 
know what normal is any-
more,” Harris said. “There are 
so many topsy-turvy markers 
that don’t seem to apply.” 

NO ONE IS TURNED AWAY

Byron Hetzler/The Southern Illinoisan via AP

Michelle Hughes, head cook at Harrisburg High School, readies the serving line for lunch at the school on Feb. 14 in Harris-
burg.

BY GABRIEL NEELY-STREIT
The (Carbondale) Southern Illinoisan

HARRISBURG, Ill. (AP) — Valarie 
Hodges knows plenty of kids in her 
town would go hungry if not for their 
schools.

"There are kids who get themselves 
up in the morning who don't have 
breakfast until they get here," said 
Hodges, the Harrisburg school district 
food service coordinator. "Then they 
go home, and they don't eat until they 
come back to the school."

Between 60 and 65 percent of Har-
risburg kids qualify for free or reduced 
price meals. Across the country, there's 
22 million more low-income kids just 
like them.

But when summer comes and class-
es end, about 82 percent of them miss 
out on the school meals they may 
have depended on, according to the 
non-profit Feeding America.

In Illinois, the State Board of Educa-
tion is constantly searching for schools 
and community groups to fill that 
need, by hosting summer food service.

They're promised a federal reim-
bursement for every meal served, but 
they shoulder a heavy burden: keeping 
kitchens up to health code require-
ments, finding volunteers and staff to 
cook and serve, and achieving consis-
tent community turnout to keep the 
program going.

Rural areas face another layer of 
challenges. Kids are spread out and dif-
ficult to reach. Public transportation to 
meal sites is often lacking.

In 33 Illinois counties, including 
Hamilton, Hardin, Johnson, Monroe, 
Pope, Wayne and White in Southern 
Illinois, the state cannot find a sponsor 
to host a meal program.

But there's hope in Harrisburg.
"Last year we served for 44 days and 

over 12,000 meals," Hodges said.
Since it began seven years ago, Har-

risburg's summer program has grown 
well beyond its original goals.

"It went from a single mom bringing 
her kids to whole families," Hodges 
said. "Almost immediately, we realized 
there were more people who needed a 
low-cost meal."

Though the Harrisburg school dis-

trict receives reimbursement only for 
its free children's meals, Hodges and 
her team began offering $3 lunches 
to the entire community. The price 
doesn't quite cover their costs, but it 
keeps the program going.

"I've got a senior citizen that comes 
every day, he needs that $3 bargain," 
Hodges said.

And no one is turned away.
"We've had more and more com-

munity members give us donations, 
or volunteer to cover others' meals," 
Hodges said. "We're blessed."

In recent years, Hodges and her 
team have expanded the reach of their 
program beyond its base at Harrisburg 
High School, where lunch is served 
Monday through Friday throughout 
June and July.

They offer weekly lunch service 
at the Harrisburg public library, on 
Wednesdays, and provide meals to 
church camps and the Southeastern 
Illinois College kids summer theater 
program. And last summer, the school 
district provided daily meal service at 
Harrisburg public housing, going di-
rectly to the homes of some of Saline 
County's most impoverished resi-
dents. 

Meanwhile, at the high school head-
quarters, Harrisburg has added educa-

tional activities to the lunchtime ser-
vice, plus prize giveaways, a 4th of July 
party and a Southern Illinois Miners 
Day, to keep families engaged through-
out the summer.

Each day's menu features a new 
main course and sides, all of which 
are whole grain and healthy, Hodges 
said, plus à la carte options, including 
cheeseburgers and hot dogs off the 
grill. There's fresh fruit and vegetables 
every day. The high school has also be-
come a hub for food donations. What 
it can't use in meal prep is redistributed 
to needy families.

Today, Harrisburg's program is a 
model for communities across the 
state, singled out for praise by former 
Governor Bruce Rauner in his Gover-
nor's Hometown Awards.

In April, Hodges was invited to Chi-
cago to present on Harrisburg’s success 
at the National Child and Adult Care 
Food Program Conference.

“I want to be able to reach out to 
other areas with our program and help 
get people started on this journey,” 
Hodges said. “It is so beneficial to com-
munity.”

To the Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion, Harrisburg is proof that a summer 
lunch program can succeed in a rural 
area.

School feeds community

Byron Hetzler/The Southern Illinoisan via AP

Valarie Hodges, food service coordinator for the Harrisburg School District, was 
the driving force behind the district’s highly successful summer lunch program 
that served more than 12,000 meals last summer.

BY PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Dem-
ocrats in the Illinois House 
unveiled a package of bills 
Wednesday they say would 
help control the spiraling 
cost of prescription drugs.

Republicans, however, 
are arguing that the entire 
issue of prescription drug 
costs is beyond the scope of 
state government, and that 
some of the Democrats’ 
proposals could actually 
end up costing taxpayers 
and making life-saving 
medications less available to 
people in the state.

The package of bills is 
largely based on recom-
mendations from Families 
USA, a national consum-
er health advocacy group 
based in Washington, D.C., 
which has been working 
with lawmakers to develop 
the bills.

Those bills call for reg-
ulating some drug prices 
in much the same way the 
state regulates utility rates; 
taxing drug price increas-
es that exceed the rate of 
inflation; requiring drug 
companies to disclose 
more information about 
their prices; and creating a 
mechanism for the state to 
become a licensed whole-
saler of cheaper imported 
drugs from Canada.

“People in Illinois are 
being crushed by the high 
cost of essential medi-
cines,” Rep. Will Guzzardi, 
a Chicago Democrat and 
sponsor of one of the bills, 
said during a news confer-
ence announcing the bills. 
Guzzardi chairs the House 
Prescription Drug Afford-
ability and Accessibility 
Committee

The legislation pending 
in the House includes:

•House Bill 2880, by 
Guzzardi, imposing a tax on 
some drug price increases 
that exceed the rate of infla-
tion.

•House Bill 3493, by 
Guzzardi, establishing 
a state board to regulate 
drug prices in a way simi-
lar to utility rate regulation 
through the Illinois Com-
merce Commission.

•House Bill 156, by Rep. 
Mary Flowers (D-Chicago) 
requiring drug companies 
to disclose information 
about their pricing systems, 
including how much they 
spend on marketing.

•And House Bill 1441, 
by Rep. Anna Moeller 
(D-Elgin) allowing the 
state to be a licensed 
wholesaler of imported 
drugs from Canada.

Democrats 
unveil bills 
to rein in 
prescription 
drug prices
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